PLANTING IDEAS * BEAUTIFUL GARDENS « EXPERT ADVICE 


ARDENS 


LLik So. RA LOB 


sy > ; —— 4 po f 4 . ~~ 
oy r git 1 he b% ra! . J Pe? oes 
4 My eee : 1 8 » oa 
Nee » Fiat not fe ISS 
4 


"t } ‘ on i ‘ = v ~~ Pe hs a 
z nad rae nae “ i. ‘ : if * a Sa ; ea . 
. ~ « di. -, : vw > \ . 3 ‘ - ? 


for long-lasting 
et cate blooms q 


|OW TO PLANT 


WHITE 


- 7 
ne 
we Sty 


Y Vv —e 
See 
Nhe 
eh ~*~ 

~ 
3 


NOSIS 
Sates 
eae 4 s ref Ze . ~~ 


1 *.. -aearcee 


. w i, = 


~ 


— 


. b 
is Se ae 
> a , 


SR XX aes 

x . Ps ; \] . \/ 

=. ao Nie ee ie. <4 

> ea yoo S 

IS ¥ easing: nee 

f 2 * Sh ee ——_ r 7 SNe 
Wrens SF Bes ee 


| AO a BO —~- << i 
i: ; A ae C 9, = a7 § 


aks w 
9 t Ud 
men. oe Ka ; a eo Vy , S 
X wt ee si \j ¢ 
<2 ie Ze — lit Oa 
N 
ry 


Ty 


, ; 
a #33 
‘ ¥ 


NA 
see 

C 
( 


rai@aas 
gov 
= Ji oO 
I ape Pt OAD fA Vite 


AW 


RRL. hee 


a NL =? 
y\) li 


a 
8 


4 fi . : 
ie z z 
* > 
. = 
1a >> 
AoA b c : 
wp 4 wr 
< 
= < . 
* = 
SS Oh 
4 <<. oy 
€: i 
rr =i ee a 
rm = eeeks 
+ —~— 
as 
~ ¥ 
he © 


JOHN CAMPBELL 


Welcome 


he peony is one that of those flowers that marks 
another tipping point in the year, from the delicacy 
of early blooms to something more exuberant 
and many petalled with summer firmly in mind. 
Sometimes short-lived, not always able to stand up to the 
changeability of UK weather, it’s wise to look to the experts. 
This month we visit Billy Carruthers at his nursery Binny 
Plants in West Lothian (page 80). His focus is on peonies 
with a tried-and-tested bloodline, including those from famed 
20th-century breeder Professor A Saunders. All are marked 
as strong growers with single or semi-double flowers and 
all are worthy of a continued presence in our gardens. 

With experts in mind, this month does, of course, see the 
return of the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. It hardly seems any 
time at all since we were enjoying Chelsea 2021, and for many 
the turnaround from September to May will have felt but 
a moment. There’s a renewed vigour, though, with designers and 
horticulturists determined to convey the importance of gardens 
to our wellbeing and our climate — and more than ever this year, 
to our communities, with Project Giving Back sponsoring 12 
designers to create gardens for chosen charities, all of the gardens 
then going on to benefit good causes. Find out more about the 
scheme and some of the show gardens 


\ ~ An edible forest 


garden in Cornwall, 
designed by 
Sid Hill, page 50. 


and exciting plants and products in our 
Chelsea coverage (page 89). 
Far from the hustle and bustle 
of Chelsea, designer Sid Hill is 
quietly influencing our approach 


to gardening too, with designs that 
increase biodiversity and health. 
See his edible forest garden on page 50. 


Cre puawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 


Co Website gardensillustrated.com 
Instagram @gardens_illustrated 
Twitter @Gdnslllustrated 
Facebook @gardensillustrated 
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Dig in This month: news of 
the Chelsea in Bloom festival, 
a new gardening show and 
what not to miss at this 

year’s Chelsea Fringe 
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when you subscribe to the digital 
edition of Gardens Illustrated 
Kitted out In readiness for 

a summer garden party 
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Benjamin Pope sets out the 
essential May jobs to ensure 
your garden looks great all year 
Books New books on roses 
and cut flowers 

Crossword and back issues 
Next issue What's coming 
up in our June edition 

A gardener’s weekend in... the 
Lake District The garden gems 
behind the fells and lakes 
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How a striking feature wall 
set the tone for a small 
London garden, page 74. 


take out a digital 
subscription to 
Gardens Illustrated 
SEE PAGE 22 


COVER IMAGE 


Berkshire garden 
by Jason Ingram 
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Stunning spaces, 
pages 38, 50, 62, 74 
Eco garden, page 50 
White garden, page 62 
Nepetas, page 66 
Peonies, page 80 
Chelsea Flower 

Show, page 89 


EVENTS AND 


OFFERS 


* Join us on our four-day tour 

of the most beautiful gardens in 
the Lake District — page 10 

* Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition of 
Gardens Illustrated — page 22 

* Don't miss your chance to save 
on our 2022 Masterclass series of 
online talks when you book all 
three — page 34 

* Save on a selection of 
white-flowering plants from 
Worfield Plantst — page 129 

¢ Win a luxury, two-night stay at 
Lumley Castle with garden visit in 
County Durham? — page 131 


tCompetition and plant offer open to 
UK customers only (postcode 
restrictions apply to the plant offer). 


Subscriber copies of Gardens 
Illustrated are now delivered 

in paper wrapping instead of 
recyclable plastic polywrap. 
This paper wrap is 100% recyclable 
and made from sustainably 
sourced paper. Please recycle 
in your kerbside recycling 

bin. We would love to hear your 
feedback, please contact us at 
paperwrap@immediate.co.uk 


Design: Adam Vetere 


Find out more about our 
inspirational training at Royal 
Botanic Gardens Kew, RHS Garden 
Wisley and online. 


Our Diploma and Professional 
Development programmes are 
available online in real-time classes as 
well as at our home in Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew. In 2022 we also have 
short courses for professionals and 
garden enthusiasts at RHS Wisley 
Garden, Denmans Garden and online. 


Visit our website legd.org.uk to hear 
how our students are creating 
successful garden design careers and 
discover an ever-changing range of 
courses for the garden enthusiast. 


LONDON 
COLLEGE 
OF GARDEN 
DESIGN 


+44 (0)1483 762955 info@lcgd.org.uk 


Belinda Cooper 
Designer Belinda visits 
a small city garden, 
mostly planted in 
white, page 62. 

“T was so inspired 
talking to the designer 
about this garden and 
the power of simplicity 
and restraint.” 


TONY COOPER 


Steve Edney 
Nurseryman Steve 
explores the qualities 
of the genus Nepeta, 
page 66. “Being part 
of the Nepeta trial 
confirmed what 
I already thought of 
this tough, versatile 
group of plants.” 


Cristian Barnett 
Cristian shot the 
portrait of designer 
Juliet Sargeant, page 78. 
“Tt was such a pleasure 
to photograph Juliet, 
she has a wonderful 
curiosity and interest 
in what is going on 
around her.” 
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James Basson 
James lives in the South of France where he runs Scape Design, a practice 
specialising in low-maintenance and dry gardens. He is a fervent advocate 
for creating sustainable landscapes. The winner of four Chelsea Gold 
medals, he was awarded Best in Show in 2017. 


Fergus Garrett 
Fergus was appointed head gardener at Great Dixter by Christopher Lloyd 
in 1993. He is passionate about passing on his knowledge through student 
programmes at Dixter and worldwide lectures. He was awarded an RHS 
Associate of Honour in 2008 and an RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 2019. 


Anna Pavord 
Anna’s books include her bestseller The Tulip and most recently 
Landskipping. For 30 years she was The Independent’s gardening 
correspondent. In 2000 the RHS awarded her the Veitch 
Memorial Medal. She lives and gardens in Dorset. 


Dan Pearson 
Dan is one of the UK’s best-known garden designers, familiar to many 
through his gardening columns in the Observer magazine. Eight of his 
gardens, including the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan, have won awards 
and he was awarded Best in Show for his garden at Chelsea in 2015. 


Sarah Price 
Sarah is one of the UK’s most sought-after garden designers who gained 
worldwide recognition for her designs for the 2012 London Olympic 
Park. She won Gold at Chelsea in 2012 and 2018, and was GMG Garden 
Columnist of the Year in 2016 for her design series in Gardens Illustrated. 
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Innovative gardening trousers 
with-stab proof pockets 


CALL US ON Endorsed by 
0203 617 1166 


www.genus.gs 


® The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trade marks of The Royal 
Horticultural Society (Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 
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When investing, your capital hp! . The value of your investment may rise or fall as a 
result of market fluctuations and you might get back less than you invested. 


TWIM is the authorised Alternative Investment Fund Manager of Alliance Trust PLC. TWIM is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Alliance Trust PLC is listed on 
the London Stock Exchange and is registered in Scotland No SC1731. Registered. office: River 
Court, 5 West Victoria Dock Road, Dundee DD1 3UT. Alliance Trust PLC is not authorised and __. 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and gives no financial or investment advice. 
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Alliance Trust’s multi-manager global equity 


portfolio is designed for the long term. 


Our structure allows a mix of managers to take 
complementary approaches, reducing the risk 

of over-reliance on a particular style, sector, or 
region — giving you built-in diversification through 
changing market conditions. 


That means we can focus on hand-picking the 
best companies, not following short-term market 
trends. Allowing you to rise above the noise of an 
unpredictable market. 

Rise above the noise with Alliance Trust. 


alliancetrust.co.uk/rise 


Alliance Trust 


INVESTING FOR GENERATIONS 


Chapelside. 


Tom Attwood is a Kew-trained horticulturist 

and acontributor to Gardens I/lustrated. With 

his wife Abi, he runs Abi & Tom's Garden 
Plants and manages the gardens of the \ 
Witherslack Estate in the Lake District. ~. . 


This tour in the Lake District takes ina 

contrasting range of gardens in dramatic landscapes, 
including a small plot among the fells, and the 

home of garden designer Arabella Lennox-Boyd 


he tour starts with a visit to Holker Hall and its 

24-acre garden, comprising yew hedging, rose garden 

and woodland with conifers from around the world. 

We travel on to The Lakeside Hotel on the 

southern shore of lake Windermere, our base for three 
nights. We'll also visit Levens Hall, which has the most famous 
topiary garden in England, installed between 1689 and 1712 by the 
Frenchman Guillaume Beaumont, gardener to King James II. There 
will be lots to see in the garden at Yewbarrow House overlooking 
Morecambe Bay, which has a walled kitchen garden, an Italian 
garden, gravel garden and sculpture garden, and we will also take a 
look at Dan Pearson’s recent project at Lowther Castle, where his 
design has reinterpreted the historic gardens. We visit the fell-side 
garden at Chapelside, on the lower slopes of Raven Crag, as well 
as Abi & Tom’s Garden Plants on a stunning site adjacent to 
Halecat House on the Witherslack Estate. The tour concludes with 
Gresgarth Hall Gardens where designer Arabella Lennox-Boyd 
has created an exciting garden, beautifully marrying the best of her 
native Italian style with British plantsmanship. 


* 


Lowther Castle & Gardens. 
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Price per person based on two people sharing is £2,650 
(a single supplement of £250 is levied by the hotel). 


Price includes: bed and breakfast at The Lakeside Hotel on the shores 
of Windermere for the duration of the tour; three evening meals with 
wine at the hotel and four lunches; all transportation from Lancaster 
railway station. It does not include hotel extras or travel insurance. 
For more details and for an in-depth itinerary with details of 
day-to-day visits, meals etc, please contact Boxwood Tours. 


FOR INFORMATION AND 
BOOKING, PLEASE CONTACT 


Boxwood Tours, 1 West Street, Buckingham HK18 1HL, UK. 

Tel +44 (0)1341 241717. Email mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 
Website boxwoodtours.co.uk 

The tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of Gardens 
Illustrated by Boxwood Tours Quality Garden Holidays, a specialist 
garden tour company set up in 1990. Please note that itineraries 
may be subject to change for reasons beyond Gardens Illustrated's 
control. The tour is financially protected by the ATOL scheme. 
Please see booking conditions for further information or 

for more information about financial protection and the ATOL 
Certificate go to: arenatravel.com/why-arena/financial-protection 


LAIRE TAKACS 
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‘The water is amazing, it’s like swimming in silk. We had a 
couple of dragonflies buzzing past us... you definitely feel 
you're one with nature. Having the pond has made a big 


difference to the way we use the garden.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 www.gartenart.co.uk 


BATH * BRISTOL + CAMBRIDGE * CARDIFF 
CHELTENHAM « EXETER * FULHAM ROAD * MARLOW 
MONMOUTH * PETERSFIELD * PRIMROSE HILL 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS * WEYBRIDGE * WILMSLOW 


MANDARIN STONE 


Buy online mandarinstone.com 


© CHELSEA IN BLOOM, CADOGAN; MATT ALEXANDER/PA WIRE 


DIGIN 


What's new, what's growing and what's going on this month 


OLIVIA vos HALLE 


HMS LAVENDER GREEN FLOWERS 
~ ; 


Last year’s Chelsea in Bloom 
theme of Extraordinary Voyages 
inspired some imaginative displays, 
including (clockwise from above left) 
grassy camels in Duke of York Square; 
muted elegance for clothing store 
Olivia von Halle; a jaunty nautical 
theme for florist Lavender Green; 

a bright dragon for Sticks’N’Sushi; 
and quirky colour outside Kate 
Spade in Symons Street. 


ths 


‘aiilant emer, 


One of the additional pleasures of visiting the Chelsea Flower Show is the chance to see the wonderful floral displays that 
surround many of the shops, restaurants and hotels of Chelsea and Belgravia. Away from the hustle and bustle of the Royal 
Hospital showground, Chelsea in Bloom is a floral bonanza that is free for all to enjoy, with awards for best displays as hotly 

contested as those for the Main Avenue show gardens. This year the festival is also offering the opportunity to enjoy 
complimentary rickshaw rides and guided walking tours, and in celebration of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee the theme is 

British Icons. We're expecting to see a smattering of red buses, pillar and telephone boxes, blue police boxes, bowler hats, 

bulldogs and MINI Coopers, alongside designs that honour the likes of David Bowie, Mary Quant, Vivienne Westwood, 
Paddington Bear and, almost certainly, Her Majesty herself. 23-28 May. chelseainbloom.co.uk 
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Sweet dreams 


When furniture designer Rupert McKelvie decided he wanted to simplify 
his life, he built himself a small cabin on his parents’ farm. His stylish build 
sparked so much interest he founded design company Out of the Valley, 
producing beautiful prefabricated and bespoke cabins, as shown below, 
that can be adapted for a multitude of uses, from saunas and home offices 
to asmall holiday home. The latest addition to its range is the Nomad Den 
(above), which has the same high levels of craftsmanship as its standard 
Nomad cabins but with a canvas roof. Perfect as a children’s den, it can 
also be fitted out to use as an extra guest room — ideal for those who love 
the romance of a night under canvas but prefer the comfort of a bed. 
Available in sizes from upwards of eight square metres, the basic model 
with a Douglas fir frame starts at around £8,000. outofthevalley.co.uk 
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RUPERT McKELVIE 


Art of propagation 


Why not expand your collection of houseplants by 
propagating from your existing ones? And while you're 
waiting for your cuttings to root you can display them to 
stylish effect in the Hellene propagator from sustainable 
design studio Mark Lowe. Crafted from FSC-certified 
oak, Hellene is finished with a colourful strip of eco-resin 
terrazzo, created out of waste pieces and offcuts from 
nearby product design studio Olivia Aspinall. The wall- 
hung propagator holds two glass test tubes for rooting 
cuttings but would look equally stylish displaying cut 
flowers. It costs £45 from marklowe.co.uk 


FLOWER POWER 


French iris breeder Cayeux has launched 18 new cultivars 
that are perfect for adding oomph to borders. Among the 


highlights are the white bearded Iris ‘En Ebullition’ (top), 
with ruffled standard petals and deep lavender veins on 
the falls; Iris ‘Belle Etoile’ (right) with soft-yellow erect 
petals fading to creamy white on the edges and a wide 
pinkish purple border on the falls; and the deep-violet 
Iris ‘Profond Soupir (left), with lightly ruffled flowers. 
All will available from June for delivery in the UK 
from Chailey Iris Garden. chailey-iris.co.uk 
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Target the garden design school that allows you 
to start your career with confidence 


Full time and part time on campus and online design courses available. 


Inchbald is one of the most established garden design To commemorate her commitment to Driving Diversity 
schools in the world. For over 50 years we have been in Design, Inchbald are offering a bursary to those aged 
creating successful garden design careers. 18-24. 


Many renowned garden designers started their careers at The opportunity will provide one year’s study on either 
Inchbald. All of our courses share the same high standard __ the interior or garden design online diploma. 


of teaching on which our reputation is built. Closing date for applications is June ‘st. 


Amanda Inchbald Bursary: Amanda Inchbald 
(1 960-2020) was a passionate advocate of education and Find out more contact Sharon.booth@inchbald.co.uk 


its availability to all. 


Some of Inchbald’s star graduates 


Luciano Giubbilei, Marcus Barnet, Kamelia Bin Zaal, Philip Nixon, Angus Thompson, Jonathan Snow 


YEARS ESTABLISHED 1960 


020 7730 5508 | gardens@inchbald.co.uk | inchbald.co.uk 


Gloves for people serious 
about Gardening 
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Superior Deerskin Gardening Gloves by GOLD LEAF 
NOTHING COMPARES! 


Endorsed by 


® The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trademarks of The Royal Horticultural Society 
(Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 


Telephone: +44 (0)23 8040 2025 Website: www.goldleaf-gloves.com 
DISCOVER * REVIEW + SHARE 


STANLEY SPENCER, COOKHAM RISE: COTTAGES, C.1935-6, PRIVATE COLLECTION, OIL ON CANVAS, © ESTATE OF STANLEY SPENCER , NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME/ NORTHERN IRELAND 


OPEN ISLE 


Twenty-one gardens in Northern Ireland will be opening their gates as 
part of the National Garden Scheme (NGS) for the first time this year. 
From the 2,000-acre Clandeboye Estate (above) in Co Down, to Billy 
Old Rectory in Co Antrim, with its glorious old orchard, and the 
two-and-a-half acre cottage garden at Kilcootry Barn in Co Tyrone, 
there are fabulous gardens both large and small to explore across the 
six counties. All the garden openings will contribute to funding the 
nursing and health charities supported by the NGS. ngs.org.uk 


Natural journey 


The artist Stanley Spencer is perhaps best 
known for his paintings depicting biblical 
scenes as if they occurred in Cookham, the 
Berkshire village where he was born and spent 
much of his life. A new exhibition Delight in 
Nature at the Stanley Spencer Gallery in 
Cookham charts the influence of the natural 
world on Spencer's art, from boyhood 
sketches to his expressions of Cookham 

as an earthly paradise. Many of the works 
centre on the flora and gardens (right) of 
Cookham — the core of Spencer’s artistic 
and spiritual inspiration. Until 31 October. 
Admission £4.50. stanleyspencer.org.uk 


DIG IN NEWS 


Best on Snow 


The glorious grounds of Herstmonceux 

Castle in East Sussex play host this month 

to an exciting new gardening event. The 
Gardeners’ Gardening Show will bring together 
leading growers, such as Salvia specialist 
Dyson’s Nursery, who will offer a range of 
beautiful plants and plenty of advice, along with 
suppliers of garden accessories. Throughout 
the three days there will be a range of talks from 
experts, including Mark Diacono and Carol Klein, 
in the 400-seater marquee, and visitors will also 
be able to explore the castle grounds with their 
themed and formal gardens, meadows, lakes 
and woodland trails, set around the 15th-century 
moated castle. 13-15 May, 10am-4pm. 
Admission £18. gardenersshow.co.uk 


3 FOR THE GARDEN SMALE PEANT SUPPORTS 


CLASSIC NATURALISTIC 
Barrington Domed Plant Support, small, Elegance Ripple Plant Support, 
£35, Garden Trading, from £8.49 (H 40cm), Agriframes, 
01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk O117 934 1790, agriframes.co.uk 


SINGLE STEMS 
Plant Crooks, 
from £10 (pack of 4, H 65cm), Plant Belles, 
plantbelles.co.uk 
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DIG IN EVENTS 


DIARY: MAY 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR AND ANNIE GATTI 


1) Living Crafts 

Explore the work of hundreds of British designer-makers, with the chance to shop, enjoy 
demonstrations and take part in crafting workshops. 5-8 May, 1Oam-5pm. From £9. 
Hatfield Park, Hertfordshire ALO 5NB. Tel 023 9286 3871, livingcrafts.co.uk 

© RHS Malvern Spring Festival 

Enjoy talks, show gardens, specialist nurseries and growers, and see the new Platinum 
Jubilee Garden (pictured), designed by Jess Russell-Perry. 5-8 May, 9am-6pm. From £24.85. 
Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcestershire WR13 6NW. rhsmalvern.co.uk 

© willow Wednesday: For The Birds 

Learn how to weave a willow bird feeder and hanging bird house on this one-day outdoor 
workshop with Lorraine Ellery Matthews at Painshill Park in Surrey. 18 May, 1Oam-4pm. 
£72. Painshill, Cobham, Surrey KT11 JE. Tel 01932 868113, painshill.co.uk 

© Botanical Sketchbook Watercolour Workshop 

Develop your botanical painting techniques on this one-day workshop with botanical artist 
Mary Ellen Taylor at the Chelsea Physic Garden. 20 May (register by 10 May), 10am-4pm. 
£60. Chelsea Physic Garden, 66 Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea, London SW3 4HS. Tel O20 
7352 5646, chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 

© Coastal Garden Festival 

Browse stalls from local nurseries and craftspeople, and enjoy talks on gardening, 
conservation and wellbeing at this farm-based location in rural Devon. 21-22 May, 
10am-5pm. From £5. Mullacott Riding Centre, Honeycleave Farm, Ilfracombe, 

Devon EX34 8NA. coastalgardenfestival.org 

© The Art of Food 

Savour artworks, including Anne Schweizer’s pomegranates (shown) that celebrate the 
importance of plant-based foods in this new exhibition at the Shirley Sherwood Gallery of 
Botanical Art. 21 May — 5 March 2023, see website for opening times. Admission included 
with garden entry. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, London TW9 3AE. kew.org 

@ No Dig 

Learn how to manage your vegetable garden without digging on one of these one-day 
courses with no-dig guru Charles Dowding. 25 and 29 May, 10.30am-4pm. £195. 
Homeacres, Alhampton, Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 6PZ. charlesdowding.co.uk 

© Art and Craft in Two West Dorset Gardens 

Join a tour of two private gardens in west Dorset that rarely open to the public. Includes 
Farrs (pictured), the home and garden of renowned furniture designer John Makepeace, 
and Chilcombe House garden, where abstract impressionist painter John Hubbard lived 
for 30 years. 26 May, 10.48am-4pm. £130. Tel 0117 3179 874, gardendaysout.com 

© Henry Moore Sharing Form 

Discover how sculptor Henry Moore's fascination with Stonehenge and the upright 

form influenced his work in this new exhibition at Hauser & Wirth Somerset. Curated by 
Dr Hannah Higham of the Henry Moore Foundation in collaboration with Mary Moore, the 
sculptor’s daughter, the exhibition will fill all five gallery spaces and includes installations 
outdoors. 28 May — 4 September, Tuesday — Sunday, 1Oam-5pm. Free. hauserwirth.com 
© A Summer Afternoon in Somerset 

Book now for a rare chance to visit to Stavordale Priory Gardens, the romantic Somerset 
garden of Sir Cameron Mackintosh and Michael Le Poer Trench, in aid of Horatio’s Garden. 
16 July, 2-5pm. £95, including afternoon tea. Tel 01722 326834, horatiosgarden.org.uk 

@ Design Your Own Garden 

Secure your place on this four-day course led by Andrew Wilson and Andrew Fisher Tomlin 
of the London College of Garden Design. Held at Denmans Garden in Sussex, home of the 
late, influential garden designer John Brookes, the course is aimed at garden owners who 
want to acquire the skills and inspiration to design or redesign their own space, and is held 
over four Mondays, starting on 10 October. £595. Icgd.org.uk 

Allinformation is correct at time of going to press, but may be subject to change. 


Tickets for events may be limited and may have to be booked in advance. 
Please be sure to check all opening times and advice on any local restrictions before travelling. 
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Highlights of the Chelsea Fringe 


The Chelsea Flower Show's younger sibling continues to grow in strength with a series of 
alternative garden-themed events held internationally — including art installations, poetry 
readings and meditation sessions — that delight and intrigue in equal measure 


© Webs, threads, roots and fibres 

in the Scottish landscape 

Panels of woven plants and fibres 

will transform a suburban front garden 
in Edinburgh. All can be viewed from 
the public pavement. 

When 21-29 May. 


Where 21 Braid Mount, Edinburgh EH10 6JH. 


@ Picture! Picture! Seattle! 

For the first time, the US city of Seattle is 
hosting events for the Fringe. Among the 
more unusual is a series of 25 disarming 
images of Miles Nevler, who has posed as 
horticultural heroes, including Daniel J 
Hinkley and Vita Sackville-West, which will 
be displayed on random telegraph poles in 
the International District of downtown 
Seattle. If Seattle is a little too far to travel, 
you can always view the images online. 
When 21-29 May. 

Where International District/Chinatown, 
Seattle, Washington, WA 98104, USA. 


© Let’s suppose... 

Artist Maggie Learmonth laments the 
loss of small urban front gardens, and 
reflects on what could happen if all 
front gardens had at least a green hedge, 
in this free exhibition of paintings and 
drawings. Come along, meet the artist 
and try your hand at line drawings. 
When 21 May, llam-6pm; 22 May, 12-5pm. 
Where Cave Pimlico, Stourhead House, 
London SW1V 2QP. 

Tel 020 7592 9155. 

Web maggielearmonth.net 


WORDS MOLLY BLAIR 


© Riverside wildflower walk 

Join a guided walk around the Mill & 
Marsh Meadows nature conservation 
area by the river Thames, led by Greener 
Henley’s wildflower expert Sally Rankin. 
When 24 May, 10.30am. 

Where Meet at Mill Lane car park, Henley- 
on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 4HD. 

Web greenerhenley.org.uk 


© Meditation and mindfulness 

in London’s secret garden 

Find a moment of quiet in the Inner 
Temple Garden. Take part in guided 
meditation sessions and gong baths led 
by Nick Stolerman, or just relax on one 
of the deckchairs on the lawn. 

When 22 May, 12-4pm. 

Where Inner Temple, London EC4Y 7HB. 
Tel 020 7797 8250. 

Web innertemple.org.uk 


© Henley Quakers’ peaceful garden 
Enjoy a cup of tea, a slice of cake and the 
sounds and scents of this hidden garden in 
the heart of Henley-on-Thames. 

When 22 May, 2-5pm. 

Where Henley Friends Meeting House, 

A5 Northfield End, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire RG9 2EA. 

Web midthamesquakers.org.uk 


@ Music garden party 

Listen to different genres of music — from 

a swing band to a renaissance choir — as 

you explore the different areas of the Olden 
Community Garden, a two-acre green space 


in Islington, with woodland, orchard and 
vegetable gardens. Tickets £5, cash only. 
When 29 May, 2-6pm. 

Where Olden Community Garden, opposite 
22 Whistler Street, London N5 1NH. 

Web oldengarden.org 


© Poems from the heart of the urban forest 
Poets from Southwark & Greenwich Poetry 
Stanza groups will give readings of poems 
about growth and regeneration, celebrating 
life within London’s urban forest. 

When 28 May, llam-4pm. 

Where Red Cross Garden, Redcross Way, 
London SE11HA. 


© What is a food forest? 

Take a guided walk through an orchard 

in Naples and learn about all the fruit trees 
planted there. Entering the first-ever Food 
Forest in Naples, visitors will have the 
opportunity to taste the different fruits and 
wander along the terraces, imagining how 
the forest will grow over time. Email info@ 
nseayet.org to book your place on a walk. 
When 21 May, llam, 12pm and lpm. 
Where II futteto N’Sea Yet, Via Girolamo 
Santacroce, 19, 80129 Naopli NA, Italy. 
Web nseayet.org 


The Chelsea Fringe takes place 21-29 May. 
Find more events at chelseafringe.com 
and follow @thechelseafringe on Instagram; 
@ChelseaFringe on Twitter; 

and @chelseafringe on Facebook 

Please check event details with venue 
before travelling. 
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1 ego gardens, 


A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 


ENJOY OUR 
PREMIUM APP 
EXPE RUEINCE 
NOW 


buysubscriptions.com/ 
gardensillustrated 
4 Download on the 
* App Store 


*- Natural development 
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GET IT ON 
> Google play 
Available on 
apps kindle fire 


Here at GreenThumb, we’re proud to extend a warm welcome into our community of Lawn Lovers. 
With expert local knowledge, advanced Lawn Care solutions, and a passion for bringing lawns to life, 
your local GreenThumb team is ready to create the lawn we both love. 


There’s no bad time to start your Lawn Care journey. Trust us, your lawn will thank you! 


SIGN UP ONLINE TODAY 


tit Visit greenthumb.co.uk to start your journey to a beautiful lawn 
[a] Measure your lawn online, receive a quote, & choose from three programmes 


Sign up online and your local GreenThumb team will be in touch to arrange a visit 


Start your Lawn Care journey today 
Call: O800 O111 222 
Visit: greenthumb.co.uk 


GreenThumb 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


KIPTED OUT 


For the garden party season 


COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


1. Kitto Water Dispenser, recycled glass, £75; Fali Tumblers, amber or teal, set of 4, £35; and Rahuri Drinks Set, brass, set of 3 (bottle opener, corkscrew and drinks 
measure), £55, all 0333 240 0155, nkuku.com 2. Colourful Fringed Garden Parasol With Metal Parasol Base, £299.99, 01276 535641, gardenesque.com 3. Neutral 
Votive Candle Holder Tray Set, £35, 0333 010 2352, barkerandstonehouse.co.uk 4. AK47 Zero Firepit, Corten steel, 1.5m, £6,095, 01865 582551, luxury-outdoor- 
living.co.uk 5, Frame Trolley, teak and lava grey aluminium, £825, cane-line.co.uk 6. Festoon Cluster Lights, £35, 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 7. Aztec Indoor & 
Outdoor Rug, mustard, 1.8m x 1.2xm, £64, 0345 610 0336, johnlewis.com 8. Wooden Monstera Leaf Salad Servers, £22.95, 01225 418200, grahamandgreen.co.uk 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


1. Chrome Boules Set, £40, 0300 300 9916, shop.rnli.org 2. Globo Royal Double Seater Hanging Chair Set, £1,529.99, simplyhammocks.co.uk 
3. Levantine Mezze Plates, set of 4, 15cm, £10, 0345 610 0336, johnlewis.com 4. Bamboo Food Serving Tent, 40cm diameter, £5.97, amazon.co.uk 
5. Kamado Ceramic Grill Barbecue, jet black, 22 inch, £999.99, 01276 535641, gardenesque.com 6. Ouzoud Glass Straws, clear, amber or teal, set of 6, £20, 
0333 240 0155, nkuku.com 7. Bose Portable Smart Speaker, luxe silver, £379.95, 0333 300 0112, bose.co.uk 8. Camley Bar Table Set, teak and aluminium, 
£1,200, 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 
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bottle 
green 


lime & mint 


cordia 


Make it 


extraore 


Hosting a garden party? With bottlegreen, you can ensure your 
next outdoor soirée will be stylish and fun in equal measure 


hether it’s planting a 

beautiful display of rare 

flowers, hanging some 

ambient lighting, or 
purchasing a plush outdoor seating set, 
there are lots of flourishes you can add to 
your garden to make it feel special. After 
all, it's often that extra little something 
that can take the good to really great — 
that’s why bottlegreen prides itself on 
making things exceptional. 

Made with only the finest ingredients, 
such as hand-picked elderflowers and 
spring water drawn from its very own 
spring in the heart of the Cotswolds, each 
cordial and pressé is lovingly created to 
add a dash of the extraordinary to your 
day — and your garden parties. 

If you're hosting an intimate barbecue 
or going all out to celebrate the Royal 
Jubilee, bottlegreen is here to help make 
your next al fresco gathering the best yet. 
So go on, dust off those fancy serving 
platters, dig out your best glasses and 


pop that bottle of bubbly you've been 
saving for a ‘special occasion’, because 
the fun starts now. 


Botanical brilhance 

A botanical tablescape is always a winner 
and is so simple to create. Take a stroll 
through your garden and pick some pretty 
herbs, flowers and other foliage. They 

can be tucked into napkins or added to 
leftover bottlegreen bottles to create a 
beautiful centrepiece. Simply fill them with 
water and add the flowers to give your 
bottles, which are already 100% recyclable, 
a whole new lease of life. 


Let there be light 


Keep the good times going long after the 
sun goes down with outdoor lighting. Be 
it a cosy firepit, some twinkling festoon 
lights or hassle-free portable lights, there 
are plenty of great options available. 
Candlelight is perfect for moving from 
afternoon to evening, and bottlegreen 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Caribeno 
Serves 1 
3 minutes 


Ingredients 

White rum 30ml 

Coconut water 100ml 

bottlegreen Lime & Mint Cordial 20m 
Mint sprigs to serve 


1 Pour the rum, coconut water and 
bottlegreen Lime & Mint Cordial into 
a cocktail shaker and add some ice. 
2 Shake until the shaker frosts up, 
then pour into a martini glass. Finish 
with the mint sprigs. 


bottles make the perfect holders. Simply 
pop a dinner candle into the top of a 
bottle for a chic, rustic aesthetic. 


Tempting apples 

When it comes to whipping up (or 

rather shaking up) delicious cocktails, 
bottlegreen has got you covered. The 
aromatic Ginger & Lemongrass Cordial 

is perfect for a whiskey sour, while the 
sumptuous Pomegranate & Elderflower 
Cordial mixes perfectly with prosecco and 
gin. See above for the ultimate Caribefio 
recipe featuring the Lime & Mint Cordial. 


bottle For more recipe inspiration, or to discover the full 


Qreen bottlegreen range, visit bottlegreendrinks.com 


SYRINGA VULGARIS 
"WILLIAM ROBINSON’ 


The common lilac, S. vulgaris, is native in 
mountainous regions of Eastern Europe. 
It is a variable species that was highly 
hybridised in the 19th century, resulting 
in more than 500 named cultivars. 
‘William Robinson’, named after the 
garden writer who created the gardens 
at Gravetye Manor, has large panicles 

of double, pinkish-lilac flowers and 
exceptional scent. Prune straight after 
flowering by removing flowered wood. 


Height and spread 4m x 3m (size can be 
controlled by pruning). 

Origin Bred by Victor Lemoine in 1899, 
Nancy, France. 

Conditions Happy on most soils and will 
thrive on chalk; flowers best in full sun 
but tolerates light shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8bt. 
Season of interest May. 


CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Soc ety.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


Tom Coward is head 
gardener at Gravetye 
Manor in East Sussex 
gravetyemanor.co.uk 


PSEUDO-FUMARIA ALBA 
SUBSP. ACAULIS 


Also known as pale corydalis, this is a 
useful and pretty evergreen perennial. It 
was first given to me by a friend who has 
created and cared for countless London 
gardens where London plane trees can 
often create dry shade —a condition for 
which this plant is excellent. We have a 
large clump thriving and colonising under 
an ancient yew. In spring it bears dense 
clusters of white flowers, tipped with 
bright yellow. These look good over 

a long season and brighten up the 
darkest corner of the garden, especially 
with their pale-green, year-round foliage. 


Height and spread 30cm x 30cm. 
Origin Southeast Europe. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full 

sun to deep shade. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-/b. 
Season of interest May to November. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


From understated alpines to the frothy blooms of lilac and azaleas, Toms selection reflects 
the huge range of late-spring plants available to us. Angelica is the icing on the cake. 


WORDS TOM COWARD PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


ANGELICA ARCHANGELICA 


A statuesque biennial that will self-seed 
freely through the borders. The first year it 
makes a handsome foliage plant with its 
giant, parsley-shaped leaves. These are 
easily transplanted in the autumn to 
flower in the right spot the following 
spring. Its height is very useful in the 
flower garden at this time of year, and its 
big, green, pompom flowers contrast well 
with the vertical accents of lupins. We 
remove ours as soon as they’ve seeded, 

so the gap can be filled with late-season 
interest. The fresh, young leaves can be 
used in salads, and in the past stems were 
often crystallised for cake decorations. 


Height and spread 2.5m x 1.5m. 

Origin Northern Europe. 

Conditions Grows well in all garden soils; 
full to part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-7b. 
Season of interest May to June. 


ERINUS ALPINUS 


Commonly known as the fairy foxglove, 
this is a beautiful little plant that we 
have managed to establish in the cracks 
of some dry-stone walls. Small rosettes 
of tiny leaves with short, leafy stems 
bear clusters of pretty, little, purplish- 
blue flowers throughout spring. We 
started ours from seed, which were 
grown on in plugs before being 
squeezed into the wall cracks. Not 

only have they established in such 
harsh conditions, they also appear 

to be seeding and spreading themselves 
about. With any luck, they will 
eventually cover the entire wall. AGM*. 


Height and spread 5cm x 10cm. 
Origin Southern Europe. 

Conditions Free-draining soil; full sun, 
in cracks of walls and alpine troughs. 
Hardiness RHS H6. 

Season of interest April to May. 
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Celebrate art, design 
and performance with 
a gift in your Will 


The V&A holds over 2.3 million works of 
inspiring art and design including this floral 
brooch, by Spanish jewellery designer Luz 
Camino. This piece celebrates the wildness of 
nature, with flawed gemstones being used 
to convey an air of shabby grandeur and the 
illusion of age. 


: Please help us to protect treasures like these by 
leaving a donation to the V&A in your Will. 


To find out how your legacy could help: 


visit vam.ac.uk/legacies | All donations of any size make a difference and 
email legacy@vam.ac.uk | everyone that supports the V&A with a legacy 
call 0207 942 2898 is invited to join the V&A's Henry Cole Circle. 


Brooch by Luz Camino, Spain, 1998 — 2006. Given by the Garcia-Tapia Family © Victoria & Albert Museum, London 


CAMASSIA LEICHTLINIT 
SUBSP. SUKSDORFIT 
CAERULEA GROUP 


A genus of bulbous plants from the 
asparagus family, comprising five species 
from North America and one from 

South America. In the Pacific North West 
they were an important food for native 
Americans; the bulbs having a sweet taste 
when roasted. This camassia has beautiful, 
star-shaped, dark-blue flowers on tall 
stems and is one of the earliest to flower. It 
works well among shrubs and in borders 
but is best in meadows. In the orchard it 
times perfectly with the apple blossom. 


Height and spread 1-1.5m x 30cm. 
Origin British Columbia, Washington, 
Oregon, California and parts of Nevada. 
Conditions Prefers moist soil; full sun 
to part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest April to May. 


EUPHORBIA CHARACIAS 
SUBSE. WULFENIT 


This handsome euphorbia makes a 
dramatic feature from March until May, 
with its huge heads of lime-green flowers 
borne on long, stiff stems and attractive, 
blue-grey foliage. It is very effective in 
drifts among the shrubs above our flower 
garden, creating a wonderful backdrop 
to spring plantings. Originating from 
rocky scrub in the Mediterranean, it is 
very drought tolerant. Flowering stems 
should be cut back as soon as they have 
finished, taking exceptional care not to 
come into contact with the milky, toxic 
sap, which can cause nasty blisters. 


Height and spread 1.2m x 1.5m. 
Origin Eastern Mediterranean 
(southern France to Anatolia). 
Conditions Well-drained soil: full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 
Season of interest March to May. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


AMSONIA 
TABERNAEMONTANA VAR. 
SALICIFOLTA 


This handsome border perennial looks 
beautiful when its first shoots emerge in 
late spring, almost like purple asparagus. 
These quickly develop into erect, leafy 
stems with willow-like foliage supporting 
abundant clusters of star-shaped, sky-blue 
flowers with white throats. It will flower 
for five to six weeks and is a good, tidy, 
fresh-green foliage plant throughout the 
season before turning golden-yellow in 
autumn. It also has good winter structure. 


Height and spread 1m x 1m. 

Origin Southeastern USA and 

northern Mexico. 

Conditions Most well-drained garden 
soils; full sun to part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 3a-9b. 

Season of interest Flowers May to June; 
autumn colour in October and November. 


Places 

to visit 
Tom's recommendations 
for places to see 


seasonal plants 
at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need to be pre-booked 


Close to the beautiful, 
rugged Cétes-d’Armor, on 
Brittany's northern shore, 
Kerdalo is a garden that 
will steal your heart the 
moment you walk through 
the gate. The 35 acres of 
grounds were designed by 
Prince Peter Wolkonsky in 
1965 with Italian and 
Chinese inspiration. Some 
wilder parts feel like lush, 
tropical jungle, thriving in 
the mild Breton climate, and 


the garden is packed with 
stunning specimen plants. 
After the death of Prince 
Wolkonsky, the garden was 
neglected until 1997 when 
his daughter, Isabelle 
Vaughan, moved in and 
revived it. In 2021, she sold 
the garden to shoe designer 
Christian Louboutin, who 
appointed Tangi Rabin as 
head gardener. Tangi 
started his career at 
Kerdalo and was mentored 


by Isabelle. Now he’s 
returned, it will be exciting 
to see how the garden 
responds. 22220 
Trédarzec, Brittany, France. 
Tel +33 (0)6 8417 52 26, 
lesjardinsdekerdalo.com 
Brittany has anumber 
of great gardens. On the 
Jaudy estuary, opposite 
Kerdalo, is the magical 
Kestellic. This 20-acre 
gardenisinasteep-sided 
valley where many of the 


plantings cling to the 
slopes and engulf you as 
you pass through. At the 
bottom of the valley are 
lush, jungle-like plantings 
with excellent Japanese 
maple specimens, 
gunneras, rhododendrons 
and some of the tallest 
Dicksonia in France. On 
steeper, south-facing 
aspects succulents and 
alpines are used in 
beautiful plantings. > 
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DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


RHODODENDRON 
‘IRENE KOSTER’ 


Azaleas are priceless for their colour, 
fragrance and variety, not to mention the 
spectacular autumn colour that many 
display. The hybrid azalea ‘Irene Koster’ is 
part of the Occidentale group (R. mollex 
R. occidentale) and has delicate, rose-pink 
flowers with a small yellow blotch, and 
exquisite perfume. It makes a beautiful 
combination underplanted with 
camassias. Mature specimens should be 
pruned by removing the oldest wood, to 
encourage regeneration. AGM. 


Height and spread 2m x 2.5m. 

Origin Bred by Koster and Co in 

the Netherlands. 

Conditions Humus-rich, acidic soil 
(ideally pH 4.5-6); full sun to part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 
Season of interest May to June; good 
autumn colour in October. 


> 22220 Plouguiel, 
Brittany, France. Tel +33 
(0)6 60 83 66 05, kestellic.fr 
West Sussex is well 
known for rhododendrons, 
which flourish on the heavy, 
acidic soil. There are many 


specimens. To witness them 
in full flower on this scale is 
breathtaking. Much of the 
collection was planted in 
the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries after Sir Edmund 
Loder bought the property. 
He was a passionate 
plantsman, collecting and 
breeding for most of his life, 
most notably producing the 
rhododendron Loderi Group 
hybrids. Many of his original 
specimens still flourish in 


collections worth visiting 
but Leonardslee Gardens 
has to be the most 
impressive. Set within 240 
acres of steep, wooded 
valley and lakes, it is packed 
with thousands of incredible 


ENKIANTHUS 
CAMPANULATUS 


An upright, deciduous shrub native to 
woodland in Japan. When in flower it is 

a beautiful sight as the plant appears to 
drip with small, nodding, bell-shaped 
flowers, which are creamy-yellow, with 
pinkish veining. It will bloom for about 
three weeks, and is best grown in light 
shade; we have a lovely specimen under a 
large handkerchief tree, making a fantastic 
combination when they are both in full 
flower. Autumn colour can be variable; 
good forms have a noteworthy orange or 
red display. AGM. 


Height and spread 3.5m x 3.5m 
(large specimens can reach 5m). 
Origin Japan. 

Conditions Acid to neutral soil: 
sheltered full sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-7b. 
Season of interest May or June. 


the garden and some 
cultivars can still only be 
found at Leonardslee. After 
Sir Edmund's death and 
the Second World War the 
garden fell into disrepair 
until it was reinvigorated 
by his grandson, Giles, 
who developed it and 
opened it to the public. He 
retired in 1982 and in 2010 
the gardens closed after 
Leonardslee became a 
private estate. The garden 


LIBERTIA IXIOIDES 


This is a beautiful and architectural 
evergreen perennial from the Iris family 
that is native throughout New Zealand. 
Its ridged flower spikes are elegant in 
bud, before opening with three-lobed, 
pure-white flowers. These look 
especially lovely in the evenings when 
they float like moths. There are several 
named cultivars with gold or bronze 
variegation that are well worth growing. 
I prefer the normal olive-green, spiky 
foliage, which can make an attractive 
clump at the front of the border. 

Dead brown leaves should be carefully 
removed at the start of spring. 


Height and spread 1m x 1m. 

Origin New Zealand. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; sheltered 
sunny spot. 

Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 7a-9b. 
Season of interest May to June. 


Loder since 1989. It has 

an excellent collection of 
camellias, rhododendrons 
and hydrangeas. The team 
are very knowledgeable and 
love sharing their passion 
for plants. You can order 
online but it’s always fun to 
visit and talk to the growers. 
Market Garden, Lower 
Beeding, Horsham, 

West Sussex RH13 6PP. 

Tel 01403 891412, 
loder.co.uk 


was left to run wild until 
Penny Streeter bought it in 
2017. She's invested heavily 
in restoring it and reopening 
to the public. Brighton Road, 
Lower Beeding, Horsham, 
West Sussex RH13 6PP. 
Tel 0871873 3389, 
leonardsleegardens.co.uk 
Loder Plants, the 
nursery in Leonardslee’s old 
kitchen garden, has been 
owned by Sir Edmund's 
great, great grandson Chris 
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James Parker Sculpture 


Bespoke sculpture for the home, garden and public spaces 


Handmade in Scotland — slate, glass and bronze 


T: +44 (0)7729 705257 ~_E: enquiries@jamesparkersculpture.co.uk 


www.jamesparkersculpture.co.uk 


GARDENS 


ILeUSTRATED 


ONLINE 


Join us live or on demand for our 2022 series of Masterclass talks that give you 
the chance to learn from some of the UK's leading gardeners and designers 


6PM 


THURSDAY 
23 JUNE 


a 


How to grow 
a a year-round 
2a" productive garden 


— -~ 


eS ee 
\ > a Ze? Drie 


fe | WITH BENJAMIN POPE 
roti 4 HEAD GARDENER AND COLUMNIST 


BOOK ALL 
THREE 
FOR £36 & 
SAV E 20% 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY, CRISTIAN BARNETT, MATTHEW J. THOMAS. 


Maintenance free 
garden furniture 


Lazy Susan specialise in timeless sand cast 
aluminium garden furniture. Each hand-crafted 
piece is powder coated to produce a lasting and 
durable finish. Rust and rot-proof our furniture 
is maintenance-free and designed to live outside 
all year. 


01243 71 7197 
lazysusanfurniture.co.uk 


Save | 


up to 30% on 


your cushions 


At the heart of your garden® 
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ith the arrival of 

May comes 

a reassurance 

that I love; a time 

when sub-zero 

temperatures are 
banished from the garden and woolly 
jumpers are packed away. Windowsills 
and greenhouses heave with tender plants 
that seem desperate to get outside, stretch 
and enjoy the passage into summer. 

In asun-drenched border, bearded iris 
begin to flower, differing greatly in size, 
colour and scent. From the intoxicating 
‘Blue Shimmer’ and the vibrant ‘Mer du 
Sud’, to the charming ‘Benton Lorna’ and 
mysterious ‘Hocus Pocus’, there really is an 
iris to suit all. These flower alongside the 
many bulbous perennials appearing now, 
including the reliable Allium hollandicum 
‘Purple Sensation’ and its attractive 
progeny A. ‘Purple Rain’. For an alternative 
colour, try Allium obliquum with its neat 
chartreuse drumsticks. Gladiolus tristis, 
Muscari latifolium and Narcissus ‘W.P. 
Milner’ complete the picture, alongside 
bold clumps of Euphorbia characias subsp. 
wulfenii and the filigree foliage of Ferula 
communis, with its tall, acid-yellow flowers 


versipelle ‘Spotty Dotty. 


planted if there isa dry spell. Mayis about © 


~ new additions to the garden, ensuring they 
" prove a success as the year goes on. : 


~Whattosowandplant -© =~ a: 


glass ready to brighten beds, borders and containers | 


* .~ ; . 
9's - ‘ } : : * =) 


reaching for the sky. Not to be outdone, the 
shadier corners can be fun too, whether in , ee syn 
a border or collection of pots. Here I love to. . SEO 
emphasise shape and texture, combiningthe = = 
fine foliage of Adiantum pedatum, Aruncus ~* ae 
‘Kneiffi? and Hakonechloa macra, with © 
the bolder shapes of Arisaema ringensand ~ 
-hostas such as ‘Devon Green’ and ‘Royal _ hated pe eek) 
Standard’. Adding further interest, [add 
_ detail with choice woodlanders, including ica 
_ Disporum longistylum ‘Night Heron,» | yi ; a te. Te 
 Erythronium Joanna’ and Podophylian ‘ “3 P Sea is 


With the borders expanding and. grass Oa, AR te 
_growing, Mayisagoodtimetoredefine == 
lawn edges using a half-moon edging tool Pe ny 
to create a sharp line that can easily be — a tae <1 ae 
trimmed in summer. Tackle any weeds now. tae oy Te 
_ to prevent spread and water anything newly fis 


4 


final preparations and the establishment of < = = 


Seed sowing in the greenhousehas ~~ 
started to slow down, as now many crops | 
can be sown direct into the soil outside.I «= | 
repeat sowings of salads and roots, such as 


. 
vi] 


carrots and radish, to continue the supply, 
while sowing or planting out tender beans 
including borlotti, edamame and French. 
Summer-loving crops, such as celariac, 
tomatoes and sweet potatoes, leave the 
greenhouse and are planted into beds 
or containers. I like to plant our squashes 
and pumpkins among sweetcorn, 
incorporating Amaranthus ‘Autumn 
Palette’, Persicaria orientalis, Tagetes 
‘Cinnabar’ and Tropaeolum majus. By 
summer the patch is full of foliage and 
colour that gets better as harvest approaches. 
If space is at a premium, try a tumbling 
tomato mixed with Tropaeolum minus 
‘Ladybird Rose’ and Thai basil. All suited 
to container growing, they'll look good all 
summer while providing something to taste. 
In the borders, seed-grown antirrhinums, 
cosmos and scabious are planted to fill 
gaps, while containers hold nemesias, 
salvias and verbenas. For foliage fillers, I 
love to use scented pelargoniums such as 
‘Pink Capricorn’ or the silvery Helichrysum 
microphyllum ‘Silver Mist’ and Plectranthus 
argentatus. Experimentation is key and this 
year I’m including the cascading Dichondra 
‘Silver Falls’, with floriferous perennials such 
as Verbena ‘Bampton’. 


GARDEN JOBS 


for May 


What to harvest and pick 

If they were sown under glass or fleece 
this spring, fresh salad leaves, pea shoots 
and rocket will be ready now. Perennial 
vegetables, such as asparagus, garlic cress 
and forced sea kale, can be harvested, 
taking advantage of the soft new growth. 

To get super-early potatoes, I like to 
grow ‘Swift’ in tubs or sacks, somewhere 
sheltered and warm (an unheated 
greenhouse is ideal) where an early March 
planting can see you harvesting in the 
latter days of May. Outside of the vegetable 
garden I'll forage for wild garlic. Its leaves 
and flowers make tasty pesto while its seeds 
can be preserved as delicious ‘capers’. 

May brings with it many options when 
cutting for the house. Classics include lilac, 
peonies and Viburnum opulus “Roseum. 
Along with lily of the valley, they can all be 
grown and cut straight from the borders. 
Use early perennials alongside bulbs for 
great combinations — favourites of mine 
include Geum ‘Mai Ta? with Camassia 
quamash. But don’t forget the mighty tulip. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED MASTERCLASS 
Don’t miss Benjamin’s Masterclass at 69m 
on 12 May. See page 34 for details. 
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Natural development 


Over a period of 20 years, designer Arabella Lennox-Boyd 
has been developing the gardens of this Berkshire home 


IRDS JONNY BRUCE PHOT -HS JASON INGRAM 


$ par *IN BRIEF 
E: Aika English country house with 
mixed formal. and informal planting. 
’ : Where Berkshire. 
a 3 BF SF : pe . Size Seven-and-a-half acres. 
6 y WwW; : ak] _ = © Soil Clay above chalk. 
ic , 4 Climate Temperate but its 
relatively high elevation means 
it’s very windy. 

‘Tig Harcnesagans uSDE 9%, : 


At the gateway Botwcen ‘the ‘Sumken SUF Sp ok 

ty Gartlen ‘and Pond Garden Arabella_-2e- 
"has created acalm feel using’a, ~~ -<2-: 
largely green palette, dotted witha =” » 
—* spots of cool colour from alliums, s BS) 
i >A.‘Mont Blanc’ and A. hollandicum ° 
rp: “Purple Sensation’ and /ris ‘Summer 
~ Sky2On the wall Clematis montana 
~ var, alba twines with wisteria. 


MAY 2022 GARDENSILLUSTRATED.COM 39 


t was more than 20 years ago 
that designer Arabella Lennox- 
Boyd was first approached to 
help develop the expansive 
gardens of this Tudor 
estate in Berkshire. “A long 
relationship, as Arabella puts 
it. “One that has developed in 
a slow and natural way.” 

No garden of sincere character or charm 
can be created overnight and certainly this 
property has a long history with the original 
farmhouse dating back to around 1530 — 
although enlarged in the 1920s. The later 
brick extensions have a different character 
but, despite the material difference, the 
building hangs together. Unified at the 
centre of this garden, the house provides an 
impressive backdrop to the various garden 
areas, each with its distinct atmosphere. 

Suitably for a property of this age 
the surrounding landscape is populated 
by trees of prodigious size including a 
mighty oak that stands sentinel just to the 
right of the main entrance gate. Graced 
with distinctly muscular yet reaching 
limbs this tree is a picture of health, but 
on ducking beneath its branches it is 
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possible to see a dramatic scar running 
from the tip of its canopy to the ground 
where it was struck by lightning. A 
defiant statement of longevity and surely 
a good omen to greet every visitor. 

On this occasion I was met by Kevin 
Jordan, who has been head gardener 
for more than ten years. The world of 
horticulture is a more dynamic place 
than it was even a few decades ago with 
gardeners increasingly interested in 
building experience in a range of 
gardens and even countries. 

While this should rightly be 
encouraged, and new gardeners often 
bring fresh energy and enthusiasm, there 
is a solidity to a garden developed over 
a sustained tenure. As Arabella puts it, 
“the gardeners are the most important 
part of the project”. In this garden Kevin 
is ably supported by his team — Arthur, 
Tom and part-timers Irene and Alexia. 

The house’s main entrance is preceded 
by an avenue of pleached limes — fresh 
green leaves bely an age revealed in 
undulating limbs and oversized knuckles. 
Kevin explains how during the annual 


To continue turn to page 44 > 


Above In the Rose Garden a whimsical sculpture 
of a young boy dancing on the back of a snail is 
surrounded by a mixed planting of roses and 
perennials with blues and silvers playing off the 
pinks of the roses. 


Right above The borders are in a constant 
process of evolution with Arabella continually 
involved in their development. Currently, in this 
sunny corner Iris sibirica and Centranthus ruber 
combine harmoniously with the silver foliage of 
Artemisia absinthium ‘Lambrook Silver’ 


Right below A south-facing courtyard on the 
north side of the main house provides the 
perfect suntrap for the herb garden, composed 
by Arabella and divided into six raised beds with 
a wattle edge of woven split hazel. In early 
summer white valerian and bearded irises 
flower between clumps of aromatic herbs. 


| The planting palette favours 
= blues, whites and perp. with 


silver acting as a harmonising” 
constant throughouts = 
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As witha symphony’s Adagio 
movement; gardens benefit __- 

from an area of slower tempo - 
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In the most northe rner of the- 
garden is one of the more unust 
areas where a small stream winds 


down to a large d populated With 
water lilies and flag iris. Stands 
of bamboo and upright stones 
that mark the stream lend 
this area Japanese nestheth i 
4 ‘ | s | 
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> prune he instructs his team not to lean 
on the branches already overly heavy with 
their own gnarled weight. 

This pleached path leads to the front 
door — though not the one most regularly 
used — where a large, cobbled circle radiates 
out before the door flanked by large pots 
of hostas and large, yew topiary delicately 
tiered, somehow lightening what might 
have been an oppressive feature. 

This west-facing wall is covered with 
Chinese Virginia creeper, Parthenocissus 
henryana, with Hydrangea anomala subsp. 
petiolaris adding to the predominance of 
the colour green, which creates a restful 
yet characterful approach, before heading 
round to more exuberant plantings of the 
house’s southern flank. Just as a symphony 
needs an Adagio movement, so gardens 
—at least gardens large enough to permit 
it — benefit from periods of slower tempo 
before reaching the crescendo. 

Certainly, in the transition to the 
Fountain Garden and the South Terrace, 
there is a certain uplift in energy with 
more exuberant plantings. Rosa banksiae 
‘Lutea’ and ranging wisteria clad the wall, 
while the lawn of the Fountain Garden is 
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dominated by a circular fountain bought 
in Florence 40 years ago. 

Deep borders are backed by high yew 
hedges, their deep green providing such an 
effective backdrop to perennials, grasses and 
the silvery foliage of Pyrus salicifolia. The 
planting palette is generally on the cooler 
side, favouring blues, whites and purples, 
with Arabella noting the importance of 
silver acting as a harmonising constant 
throughout the garden. 

Silvery-foliaged perennials such 
as Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’, Phlomis 
italica and Stachys byzantina appear 
throughout. The generous planting 
continues into the Rose Garden where 
four columnar yews flank an impressive 
pergola, clad with roses and Clematis 
montana, with beds of traditional 
geometry surrounding a sculpture. 

The scheme for this garden was 
reimagined by Arabella in 2017 with 
cottage garden stalwarts such as 
geraniums, nepetas, Iris ‘Perry’s Blue’ 
and Viola cornuta weaving their way 
among the feet of mostly hybrid tea roses, 
all of which suit the somewhat less formal 


feel of the 1920s extension behind. > 


Above Within the Rose Garden, a mix of planting 
Kevin affectionately describes as “a real fruit 
salad” combines to ensure a long season of 
interest. Included are two white roses, the rambler 
R. ‘Thalia’ and shrub rose R. Iceberg (= ‘Korbin’) 
and three different clematis: C. montana, 

C. cirrhosa and C. ‘Bill MacKenzie. Each corner 

is marked with a tightly clipped columnar yew 
providing an architecture that echoes the main 
building behind. 


Right The area to the front of the original house 
is dominated by a mix of roses. In the foreground 
the hybrid musk rose R. ‘Vanity’ revels in the 
warmth of this South Terrace while climbing 
roses clothe the house's flint flushwork wall. 

The dominant climber is the soft-yellow 

R. banksiae ‘Lutea’ although there is also an 
unknown, pre-existing pink rose, thought to 

be R. ‘Cécile Brunner’, clambering through it. 
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> The playful sculpture of a young boy 
dancing on the back of a snail nods to 

a lightheartedness that pervades this 
garden, where the incongruous head of 
Winston Churchill suddenly appears, 
poking out of a yew hedge. Beyond this 
a path leads to a larger-than-life-sized 
statue of a gorilla carrying an enormous 
salmon that was made by the late British 
artist Angus Fairhurst. 

Such lightness is crucial to a garden 
that is really about the large family who 
reside here. Beyond the more formal and 
cultivated areas near the house, it is a 
great garden for children with play areas 
and plenty of corners in which to play 
hide and seek. When I asked Arabella 
which part of the garden made her 
happiest, after considerable deliberation, 
she responded “the orchard”. In this lovely 
area wildflower meadows feather the 
garden’s relationship to the surrounding 
parkland landscape. 

Gentle, mown paths lead through 
these meadows to a poignant part 
where each family member has been 
represented by a different tree in a copse 
centred around a stately holm oak. Kevin 


46 GARDENSILLUSTRATED.COM MAY 2022 


notes how both Arabella and the garden’s 
owners are passionate planters of trees, 
which help to mute the sound of the 
nearby motorway but more importantly, 
given the garden is 190m above sea level, 
also protect against strong winds. 
Walking around this glorious garden 
in the company of Kevin it is clear 
that perhaps its greatest success is the 
relationship that exists between designer, 
gardener and owner. Gardening on 
a private estate such as this can 
sometimes be a challenging, and often 
lonely, occupation — but it is one that is 
certainly rendered much more rewarding 
by the active engagement of those for 
whom the garden is being created. 
Over the past year big changes 
have taken place in the garden with 
hedges being realigned and the Fountain 
Garden borders being totally reimagined. 
It is the dynamic and evolving nature 
of this garden that helps keep Kevin 
and his team so enthusiastic about it. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Arabella’s work 
at arabellalennoxboyd.com 


Above A shady pavilion surrounded by variegated 
foliage plants, including the large Liriodendron 
tulipifera ‘Aureomarginatum’ and clipped /lex 
aquifolium ‘Silver Queen’ looks out over the 
Sunken Garden, the border of which is marked 

by globes of alliums and the spires of foxtail lilies. 


Right above A large, willow-leaved pear 

Pyrus Salicifolia ‘Pendula’ adds a statuesque 
grace to the Fountain Garden. Its silvered foliage 
is an important element that Arabella has 
repeated throughout the garden. 


Right below In the orchard mature and 
characterful fruit trees rise above a haze of 
summer meadow, which stretches out to connect 
with the surrounding parkland. Through good 
management these meadows have increased in 
diversity and over time extra layers of interest, 
including bulbs, have been added — camassias 
have done particularly well in the moist ground. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATUREs 


See 


Perfect. 


every time 


Durable, high-quality 
and reliable, you can 
count on Honda’s petrol 
lawn mowers to deliver 
the best possible cut 


year after year 


ith so many models 

on the market, it can 

be hard to know where 

to start your search for 
a new lawn mower, but there’s one brand 
that stands apart from the rest — Honda. 
You can rest assured Honda’s premium 


petrol lawn mowers are as technologically 


advanced as they are long lasting. 
Thanks to more than 60 years of 
experience and continuous product 
development — plus time, dedication 
and precision engineering — going 
into the creation of every machine, 
Honda’s mowers are made to perform 
consistently. They're built to withstand 
the rigours of years of regular use and 
come with a best-in-class warranty 
of up to seven years, which means you 
can expect the best, mow after mow. 
Honda's petrol lawn mowers are 
also packed with intuitive and practical 
features that bring an ease to mowing 
for gardening enthusiasts, professionals 
and newcomers alike. 


There are a variety of different models to 
choose from, all created with gardeners 
in mind. Every element has been carefully 
considered and designed to suit your 


Honda’s petrol models feature 
adjustable handlebars and 
adaptable cutting 

heights (below left) 

for easy mowing 
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needs, with everything from adaptable 
cutting heights to a rear roller (for those 
classic stripes) included, to help you 
achieve a professional finish. 

Other clever features include the 
Versamow”™ Selective Mulching System. 
This system allows you to vary between 
collecting and mulching grass cuttings to 
achieve the optimum feed-finish balance 
for your lawn. There’s also SMART Drive®, 
an ergonomically designed speed control 
that allows you to adjust the speed of the 
mower with your fingertips for greater 
control and accuracy. 

Another handy feature, Roto-Stop®, 
allows you to stop the mower’s blades 
from turning while the engine continues 
to run. You can pause as often as you like, 
with no need to restart the engine, which 
is helpful when emptying the grass bag 
or moving between different surfaces. 

The hardest part will be choosing which 
model is best for you! 


GARDENING TALENT 


TAYSHAN 
HAY DEN-SMITH 


Garden activist Tayshan is the driving 
force behind one of the legacy gardens at 
this year's RHS Chelsea Flower Show 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory With my late mother in our 
small garden in North Kensington. | had impulsively bought 
a baby banana tree with my full budget of £5 at my school 
summer fair, and | distinctly remember my mum jokingly 
saying, “Well, where do you expect me to put this?” The 
banana tree still stands proud at my mum's place in a pot 
in the sunny corner of the garden. 

Who has inspired your career? My mother; her teachings, 
love and way of life put me in good stead to embark on the 
journey that has been set out for me. 

You haven't always gardened Gardening, as a career, 

is definitely a change of direction for me and | am still 
adjusting. Growing up, you'd always find a football at my 
feet. My love for football was, and is, profound. | dedicated 
my life to football and it was only after the Grenfell Tower 
fire, when | turned to community guerilla gardening to heal, 
that | began to realise the social and environmental impacts 
of nature. It was those experiences through trauma and 
tragedy that inspired my passion to demand and implement 
change through nature and community. 

Horticultural heroes Designers Danny Clarke and Cleve 
West. | first met Danny at what was one of the lowest points 
in my life. After the Grenfell Tower fire, Danny had offered 
himself up to help the local community in any way he could. 
He's now a good friend, colleague and mentor, as well as a 
fellow director to Grow2Know, the not-for-profit organisation 
| founded in 2019. Cleve is another hero of mine. His 
kindness, humility and values have always empowered me. 
Both Cleve and Danny are key to the garden we are creating 
at Chelsea, inspired by the story of 1970s black activists, 
the Mangrove Nine. 

Favourite ‘weed’ you're happy to have in your garden 
Dandelions definitely take me back to my childhood and 
make me reminisce on times spent outdoors. Not to 
mention that as I've grown older I’ve come to learn about 
the medicinal properties of the plant — that ain't no weed! 
Your guiding principles Environmental and social 
activism are at the core of every project. Change isn’t 
happening quickly enough. I'd be doing my children 

and future generations an injustice if | was passive 

and didn't take action. 

Contact contact@grow2know.org.uk 

* Find out more about Tayshan’s RHS Chelsea garden 

and read his interview in full at gardensillustrated.com 
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Waste not, 
want not 


Informed by the ethos of permaculture, an edible 
forest garden sits easily in the Cornish landscape, 
despite a maverick planting palette 
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mS > a y ~ S| Where Cornwall. 
/ Size A small plot within a more 
@eiveational but ecology-focused, 
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Soil Fertile loam 50-60cm deep. 


Hardiness zone USDA 9b: 
“sli = 


.australis, or cabbage palm, rises 
dramatically above a complex 
planting of edible shrubs, trees 
ahd perennials. Shrubs, such as 
Mahonia aquifolium with its edible 


as the layered planting. 
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id Hill’s passion is creating 
landscapes and plantings that 
echo wild plant communities. 
His mobile design studio 
(converted campervan) enables 
him to easily move between 
projects and be fully immersed 
in different environments. His 
designs often feature perennial meadows, small- 
scale woodlands and wetlands — habitats that 
produce useful resources, restore environments 
and improve people’s lives. Now 28, Sid spent 
his formative years living sustainably, and his 
parents nurtured within him an awareness of 
responsible resource management and self- 
sufficiency. “Growing and harvesting has been a 
constant source of inspiration for me,” he says. 
Having started his own landscape business at 
just 15, Sid went on to study at the Eden Project 
in Cornwall, receiving a degree in ethnobotany 
and landscape design. He now has a solid client 
portfolio and has built a loyal following through 
sharing his gardening ethos on social media. His 
ecologically focused work integrates thoughtful, 
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beautiful design and regenerative, wildlife- 
friendly planting that features many plants 
used for food and medicine. “My intention 

is to inspire people to care more about the 
environment, to create ecological gardens that 
reintegrate people with the natural world.” 

The origins of an edible forest garden lie in 
gathering and indigenous culture, where nature 
and cultivation coexist and benefit the planet. 
This groundbreaking Cornish edible forest garden 
was created in 2018 for a client who wanted 
just such a garden — for wildlife, flowers and 
harvests. It already feels fully settled; the carefully 
conceived layers of planting interconnected and 
embedded. The small plot occupies a southwest- 
facing slope tucked behind thick hedges. Situated 
adjacent to the house, the edible plants are close 
at hand and the wildlife noticeable from the 
kitchen windows. Sid retained the existing fuchsia 
hedges, knowing they are good for the maritime 
climate, offering shelter and a sense of enclosure. 

The garden is designed to mimic the layers of 
a natural forest ecosystem while the plant choices 
focus on edibles and medicinals. An existing [> 


Clockwise from top left 

Wooden and stone features pepper this 
busy, yet unified space. These have been 
imaginatively crafted by Sid from found 
materials. Wildlife is encouraged and 
celebrated, with additions such as insect 
boxes displayed rather than hidden away. 


A stone cairn is a familiar feature of the 
Cornish moors. Recreated in a garden, 
it behaves in a similar way to a stone 
wall, capturing the heat of the sun and 
providing a warm microclimate for 
creatures that seek the shelter of 
nooks and crannies. 


Habitats for wildlife are a priority in this 
ecologically focused garden, and include 
a decaying log stack much as you might 
find when out walking in the woods. Well 
placed in a quiet spot at the base of a 
thick hedge, it attracts beetles and 
grubs and adds atmosphere. 


8 key plants and how they 


work in an eco-garden 


1 Rumex acetosa Common sorrel is a hardy, perennial alternative to spinach. 
Tangy, citrusy and versatile leaves. 6|0cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7bt. 
2 Allium schoenoprasum Chives are bulb-forming perennials with edible, 


tubular leaves and edible, nectar- and pollen-rich purple flowers that are 
attractive to pollinators. 30-50cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 
3 Mentha suaveolens Apple mint is a vigorous, hardy perennial. Requires 
moist but well-drained soil and some sun. Wonderful for cooking, mint has 
a host of medicinal properties. 5|0cm-1lm. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 

4 Foeniculum vulgare A structural, aromatic, short-lived perennial herb, 
valued as a digestive plant. Fennel leaves are good used for tea and in salad 
The seeds are eaten by birds in autumn and the sturdy stems provide 
shelter over winter. 1.5-2.5m. RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 

5 Brassica oleracea var. ramosa A perennial kale, easy to propagate 
by cuttings. Excellent for stir fries. 1-1.5m. RHS H7. 

6 Hesperis matronalis Sweet rocket is a rosette-forming biennial with 
tall, leafy stems and edible young leaves. The sweetly scented white 
or mid-purple flowers are attractive to beneficial insects. Requires full 
sun or partial shade. 90cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

7 Onoclea struthiopteris This striking, hardy, woodland fern is one of a handful 
of ferns that are edible. In some cultures the fronds are consumed as a spring 
treat, much as we feast on asparagus in May. 1-1.5m. AGM*. RHS H5. 

8 Ugni molinae Chilean guava is an upright evergreen shrub that has 

small, leathery leaves and a crop of miniature, tasty berries. Sheltered 
spot in full sun or partial shade. 1-1.5m. RHS H4. 
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> Cordyline australis dominates, its smooth, 
imposing trunk now supporting edible climbers 
such as Actinidia arguta ‘Issat’. 

The layout of the garden is unassuming. All 
landscape materials have been repurposed from 
the original overgrown site. Some unwanted 
plants were cleared, but others were repositioned 
or pruned to lighten their canopy. A beautifully 
crafted wooden coil, gently silvered by the sun, 
draws the eye further into the dense vegetation, 
while scorched, vertical posts offer subtle privacy 
from an adjacent footpath. Both were conceived 
and constructed by Sid, who saw potential in 
the faded beams of a dismantled conservatory 
and an existing tree stump. Shelter for wildlife is 
enhanced by the addition of a cylindrical stone 
cairn that captures the warmth of the sun and 
radiates it at night, creating a microclimate. 
Winding woodchip paths and placed stones allow 
access for harvest, and logs and fallen branches 
form subtle planting boundaries. 

The priority for Sid’s client is herbs for 
brewing tea, so fennel, mints and lemon verbena 
are prolific. Trees and shrubs were selected to 


offer edible crops and create an open canopy 

that allows light to filter through to lower layers 
of planting. A yellow-flowered Cornus mas lights 
up the garden in early spring, the autumn fruit 
delicious eaten raw, dried or cooked. Another 
forest garden favourite, Amelanchier alnifolia, has 
a beautiful light habit, producing first a cloud of 
showy white blossom, and, from midsummer, 
lush, dark berries. Blackcurrant and gooseberry 
bushes mingle with a dwarf apple and a pear tree, 
while a perennial woodland meadow forms an 
intricate, biodiverse thatch of wildflowers. Chives 
and sorrel have been added to enhance the edible 
credentials of the ‘forest floor. Such an impressive 
variety of habitats increases the biodiversity. 

As Sid’s reputation grows, like-minded souls 
seek him out for his artistry, holistic approach 
and experimental planting palette, and a soon- 
to-launch series of online courses should see his 
ideas reach a wider audience. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Sid’s work at 
sidhillecogardens.com 


Clockwise from top left 

Stepping stones provide an unobtrusive 
pathway through the forest garden, 

and any open ground is covered by 

a colourful mix of perennial daisies, 

wild strawberries and potentilla. The 
informality and density of the sown 
woodland meadow creates a sense 

of beauty and cohesion. 


An arc of charred timber rises through 
the froth of early summer fennel foliage. 
The sculpture adds vertical structural 
interest throughout the year and makes 

a dramatic backdrop for the yellow umbel 
flowerheads of the fennel to come. 


The grass-free meadow planting — a 
jostling crowd of Silene dioica (red 
campion), Aguilegia vulgaris (granny’s 
bonnet) and Leucanthemum vulgare 
(oxeye daisy) — evokes the romance 
an open woodland glade and is abuzz 
with insect life. 
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ad _. From the towering and the statuesque to the miniature and the understated, 
_ Jenny Barnes creates three displays to suit a variety of settings — 
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ARCHITECTURAL IMPACT 


I often use architectural, statement plants when I’m gardening and I especially love the drama that 

the large leaves of Tetrapanax papyrifer ‘Rex add to a display. In this arrangement, I wanted to concentrate 
on shape and form as opposed to colour. In large gardens with large buildings, containers have to 

be in scale and by using bold foliage, the overall arrangement isn’t overshadowed by its surroundings. 


How to achieve the look 


. Container and composition 


Dramatic plants require an equally dramatic 
container to ensure that the overall look is 
balanced, but | didn’t want the pot to 
become the focus of the display. This glossy, 
black bowl has enough weight and presence 
to hold its own without detracting from the 
plants within. | placed the tetrapanex 
central to the arrangement with the frothy 
thalictrums surrounding it, their dark stems 
adding a strong, vertical aspect to the 
planting. The vivid, purple alliums add 
another distinctive shape and pick up the 
defined lines of the thalictrum stems. | like 
to add a pop of colour to draw the eye and 
chose a thunbergia to scramble up through 
the arrangement as the season progresses, 
adding neon-orange highlights throughout. 


Cultivation and care 

Large plants need a nutrient-rich growing 
medium, so use a specific, loam-based 
compost designed for mature plants. It is 
best to plant this container in the autumn 
when the thalictrums are dormant. Tuck 
them under the canopy of the tetrapanex 
and allow them to push through the giant 
leaves naturally as they emerge in the 
spring. Plant the alliums at three times the 
depth of the bulb, between the rootballs of 
the perennials. Allium schubertii, with its 
star-shaped florets on stems of differing 
lengths, is a great structural alternative 

to A. hollandicum ‘Purple Sensation’. 
Thalictrum ‘Elin’ is a particularly tall form and 
will need some support. Use twine to secure 


the stems to canes pushed into the compost. 


Plants 


1 Thalictrum ‘Black Stockings’ Lacy 
foliage and dramatic, black stems. Fluffy, 
purple flowers in summer. 2m. AGM*. 

RHS H7, USDA 5a-9bt. 

2 Tetrapanax papyrifer ‘Rex’ Large shrub/ 
small tree with dramatic, lobed leaves up 

to lm across. New growthis covered with 
fine, pale-brown hairs. 8m. RHS H4. 

3 Allium hollandicum ‘Purple Sensation’ 
Vivid, purple globes of star-shaped flowers 
on strong stems. Seedheads are equally 
striking. 1m. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 

4 Thunbergia alata ‘Superstar Orange’ 

A vigorous climber with large, bright-orange 
flowers and dark eyes. Tender, so grow as 
an annual. 2.5m. RHS H2. 

5 Thalictrum ‘Elin’ A clump-forming 
perennial with steely, blue-grey foliage. 
Clouds of lilac and cream flowers held on 
wiry stems in summer. 2.5m. AGM. RHS H7. 
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CONTEMPORARY GHIC 


I found this Polygonatum verticillatum Rubrum ina local nursery and wanted to use it as a starting point fora 
sleek, contemporary planter. When young, the flowers are a beautiful, smoky grey, turning dusky pink with age and 
this is the colour scheme I wanted to play with. This pot would be perfect next to the front door of a chic townhouse 
and using shade-tolerant plants is a great idea in an urban setting where buildings may restrict light and rainfall. 


How to achieve the look 


Container and composition 

When | was thinking about this container, 

| had envisaged a dark, sleek, tubular pot 
that would emphasise the elegant vertical 
stems of the Solomon's seal. | had originally 
discounted this black, plastic pipe 
connector as it has no base, but to get 
around this, l’ve used a less attractive, 
practical container, slightly smaller than 
the pipe connector, which I've simply 
dropped inside. The inner pot could be 
dropped into any attractive surround, and 
a vintage umbrella stand would be another 
stylish, vertical option. By keeping the 
colour of the plants and container 
monotone, the focus is on the texture 

and form of the individual leaves such as 
the fronds of Athyrium niponicum. 
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Cultivation and care 

All of the plants here are shade-loving 
woodlanders that cope well with partial 
shade. To replicate the woodland 
conditions, | added lots of leaf mould to the 
compost, which also improves moisture 
retention. Pots placed close to buildings 
may be in arain shadow and are therefore 
susceptible to drying out, so keep an eye on 
watering. Adding sulphate of potash to the 
compost will increase plants’ resistance to 
drought. A home-made comfrey feed is an 
organic option. | used grey, slate chips to 
trap in moisture and complete the sleek 
aesthetic. The planting requires little 
upkeep, but cut off any shrivelled fronds 

of the athyrium and deadhead the 
polygonatum and actaea after flowering. 
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Plants 


1 Athyrium niponicum f. metallicum 

A deciduous fern with delicate, steely 
grey fronds and areddish-purple midrib. 
Requires little maintenance and is 
resistant to pests and diseases. 

50cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 

2 Actaea simplex Atropurpurea Group 
‘Black Negligee’ An herbaceous 
perennial with finely divided, near- 

black stems. Scented, creamy-white, 
bottle-brush flowers in late summer 

and early autumn. Great for bees. 

1.5m. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 

3 Polygonatum verticillatum ‘Rubrum’ 
Commonly known as whorled Solomon's 
seal, this upright perennial has narrow 
leaves arranged in whorls around strong 
stems. In spring, tiny flowers that are grey 
when young, ageing to dusky pink, hang 
below the leaves. 1m. RHS H7. 
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» ; «4 Plant suppliers 
x ¢ x ¢ Avondale Nursery 
{ 


Tel 07367 590620, 
| avondalenursery.co.uk 


¢ J Parker Garden Bulbs & Plants 
‘ % Tel 0161 848 1100, 
% % jparkers.co.uk 
¢ Richard’s Plants 


ae Tel 01536 764255, 
, richardsplants.com 
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ALPINE APPRECIATION 


On holiday in Yorkshire recently, I was fascinated by the old dry-stone walls and the huge array of plant life 
surviving in such inhospitable conditions. I wanted to recreate this in some way on a more manageable scale. This 
gabion-style build is perfect for showcasing alpines — a quirky, modern alternative for plants that would traditionally 
be grown in troughs. Attractive, tough and low maintenance, alpines are a great choice for anyone to grow. 


How to achieve the look 


Container and composition 

The cage retains the stone and adds stability 
to the structure. Using wire cutters, cut six 
equal squares of galvanised mesh. Attach 
the squares to form a cube using strong 
wire or cable ties, leaving one side open 

for access. | used honey-coloured stone, in 
keeping with my local area, but any fist-sized 
rocks would do. Make a layer on the base of 
the cube, then build up around the edges of 
the cage, overlapping the stones and leaving 
gaps for planting. Fill the centre of the cube 
with multi-purpose compost and finish with 
a top layer of stone. | squeezed the rootballs 
of the alpines into the gaps between the 
stones and teased the foliage through the 
cage. The saxifraga adds height, while 

the sedums will trail down the sides. 


Cultivation and care 

Alpines are tough, low-maintenance plants, 
adapted to the harsh conditions of their 
native mountainous environments. They 
are fairly tolerant to drought, but are 
susceptible to drying out until they are fully 
established in displays such as this, so 
water regularly throughout dry periods. 
Most alpines prefer full sun, so position 

the cube on a table or low wall that isn’t 
overshadowed by surrounding buildings or 
plants. Raising the container off the floor 
will make it easier to appreciate the beauty 
of the tiny, individual blooms — this is an 
arrangement that is best appreciated close 
up. Deadhead plants when they finish 
flowering and in winter move the planter 
under cover to prevent any waterlogging. 
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Plants 


1 Sedum sexangulare Spirals of green 
leaves and star-shaped, yellow flowers. Will 
slowly creep. 1Ocm. RHS H4, USDA 3a-9b. 
2 Gypsophila cerastioides Mound-forming 
perennial with white flowers. 8cm. RHS H/7. 
3 Sedum acre ‘Aureum’ A fast-growing, 
evergreen perennial with spiralling, fleshy 
foliage. 5cm. RHS H7. 

4 Saxifraga x urbium Dense rosettes of 
mid-green leaves and clouds of pinky-white 
flowers on airy stems. 30cm. AGM. RHS H7. 
5 Carpobrotus chilensis Fast-growing 
groundcover plant with fleshy, succulent 
leaves and cerise flowers. 10cm. 

6 Saxifraga x arendsii ‘Flower Carpet’ 
Tough, pretty, evergreen perennial with 
star-shaped, pink flowers. 15cm. RHS H4. 

7 Sedum album A tufted perennial, suitable 
for growing in crevices and rock gardens. 
10cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
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Designer Sheila Jack s sparing use of colour in her own city garden transforms a partially 
shaded space into a luminous oasis of calm, just when she needs it at the end of a busy day 


Pure and simple 


WORDS BELINDA COOPER PHOTOGRAPHS BRITT WILLOUGHBY DYER 
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What/Small, urban garden. 
Where West London? 
Size Roughly 5m x 12m 

Soil Clay loam: 

Climate Temperate, 

#2 south-facing garden. 
rig Hardiness Zone USDA 9. 


or garden designer Sheila Jack, it was the installation of an outdoor studio that led to a 
redesign of her own garden. Home is a Victorian terraced house in west London, with 
a typical rectangular plot. Measuring roughly 5m by 12m, the garden runs the width 
of the house. “It was very traditional, long and narrow with a lawn and terrace,” says 
Sheila. “Then we put a studio at the end and wanted to make a relationship between it 
and the house. We needed a pathway, something that would be good all year round.” 
The feeling of the garden was important too. “We wanted somewhere where we 
could sit outside, that had different areas and moods but also something green and 
pretty. We wanted that feeling of escape.” The planting was inspired by childhood visits to Sissinghurst 
and the idea of ‘moonlight gardens, with mostly white flowers that shimmer as it gets dark. 

Facing south, the garden is sheltered and slightly shaded by the surrounding houses. Sheila was 
happy to get rid of the lawn and that allowed her to free up more space for plants. The result is simple 
and relaxed. There’s a buff York-stone terrace by the house for dining, with pots and a couple of lounge 
chairs. A single step runs all the way across the garden, taking you up from the terrace to a semi-circular 
gravel path that cuts through the borders and leads to an informal seating area in front of the studio. 

Sheila cleared out most of the original plants, keeping a large camellia and a Carpenteria californica 
that, with judicious pruning, has turned into a small, multi-stemmed tree. The starting point forthe [> 
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= exclusively so. Its mainly “~~ 
green. Its more about layers, 


Left A curving gravel path links the 
house to the studio at the end of the 
long, narrow garden. The addition of 
the studio, by Ecospace 
(ecospacestudios.com), was the 
impetus for the garden's redesign. 


Below In early summer, the path is 
lined with soft mounds of Alchemilla 
mollis and stands of the magnificent 
white Iris ‘Ciffs of Dover’ with the 
blush-pink shrub rose Rosa ‘Gruss an 
Aachen’ behind. By the end of the 
summer, as the planting grows up, 
the path almost disappears. 
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Below Lateral cedar trellis panels 
were added to the existing brick wall 
for extra height and to support 
scented climbing roses ‘Rambling 
Rector’ and ‘Madame Alfred Carriére’ 
The thick, blue-grey leaves of 

a potted Hosta ‘Halcyon’ add texture. 


Below right The dense, spherical 
heads of Allium ‘Mont Blanc’ abound in 
late spring and early summer. 


Far right A clipped yew dome (Taxus 
baccata), one of many scattered 
around the garden for structure and 
winter interest, nestles at the foot of 
Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’ 
and Rosa banksiae ‘Alba Plena’. 
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[> rest of the planting was a trip to the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, where she bought roses, irises and 
grasses. All the Iris ‘Cliffs of Dover’ have come from three plants, divided over the years. More layers 
have gone in over time. Yew domes add structure and winter interest, along with Hydrangea arborescens 
‘Annabelle’ near the terrace. A Cornus kousa var. chinensis has replaced a large, arching rose in front of 
the studio, and the walls are smothered in a mixture of ivy, Trachelospermum jasminoides and roses. 
Sheila loves the seasonality of the space. “Tt starts off quite low with lots of bulbs, then the grasses 
and perennials start coming through. In May, the irises go into bud, then roses become the focus, along 
with Allium “Mont Blanc’, Alchemilla mollis and foxgloves. I also add in annuals such as Ammi majus and 
cosmos. It gets higher and wilder towards the end of the year, with Chamaenerion angustifolium ‘Album, 
Thalictrum Splendide White (= ‘Fr21034’), Valeriana officinalis and umbellifers. There’s a softness to it.” 
There’s a lushness to it too. “It is a white garden,” says Sheila, “but not exclusively so. It’s mainly 
green. White is lovely as it stands out in the shade and is a simple foil to other things, but it’s more 
about the layers, and transparency and textures. Sometimes I wonder if a pale palette is 
a bit restrictive, but within a small space you have to edit. You don’t need everything.” O 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Sheila’s work at sheilajack.com 


In gardens with a limited colour palette, 
foliage plays a key role. Try combining 
plants with a variety of leaf shapes and 
textures for more visual impact. In smaller 
spaces, designers will use a high proportion 
of evergreens, up to 70-80 per cent, for 
year-round interest. Think too about 
seasonal interest, with two or three 

stars in each season. 


Look for perennials with a long season 

of interest. Veronicastrum virginicum 
‘Diane’ adds height in July and August. 
Anemone x hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’ is 
useful for shadier corners, with lovely single 


flowers on long, wiry stems in autumn. 
Libertia chilensis is amember of the 
same family as /ris and a good alternative, 
evergreen and architectural, with narrow, 
strap-shaped leaves. At ground level, 
Bergenia ‘Bressingham White’ is useful for 
underplanting shrubs or for tough spots 
where other things struggle. Ses/eria 
autumnalis is a fantastic lime-green grass 
with silvery-white flowers in summer. 


Evergreen flowering shrubs give a strong 
framework to the garden. Choisya ternata 
or Osmanthus x burkwoodii are attractive 
low-maintenance options with scented 


flowers. Viburnum tinus ‘Eve Price’ flowers 
early in the year when little else is out. 


Add height with climbers. Clematis 
armandi is vigorous and fast growing, 
with lance-shaped, evergreen leaves and 
masses of fragrant flowers in early spring. 
Hydrangea anomala subsp. petiolaris 
works well in shade. 


Layer in bulbs for spring interest. 
Stagger snowdrops, Galanthus nivalis, 
with pure-white Narcissus ‘Thalia’ then 
Tulipa ‘White Triumphator’, T. ‘Purissima’ 
or T. ‘Spring Green’ 
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palette is a bit restrictive, but 
within a small space you have to 


edit. You don’t need everything 
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PLANT PROFILE 


What A member of the Lamiaceae 
family, commonly known as catnip 

or catmint. 

Origins Wild species are native across 
Europe, Asia and Africa. Many plants 
are species crosses and only known in 
garden cultivation. 

Season Late spring to late summer. 
Size Ranging from 15cm to 1.5m high, 
often with a width to match. 
Conditions Most grow in full sunin 
well-drained soil, either alkaline or 
acidic. Some are tolerant of semi-shade 
and can grow in damper soils. 
Hardiness Generally RHS H/7, 

USDA 3a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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NEPETA™ 


A classic, romantic, cottage-garden favourite, 
prisingly robust, 
and possesses an essential quality for 
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Nepeta subsessilis 
‘Washfield’ 

Aselection from plantswoman 
Elizabeth Strangman and 
named after her nursery in 
Kent. Strong, green stems 
topped by whorls of large, 
terminal, blue-mauve flowers 
with a heavily spotted lip in 
summer. 7Ocm-1.2m x 30cm. 
AGM*. RHS HZ, USDA 4a-8bt. 


Nepeta subsessilis 

‘Pink Dreams’ 

A 2006 introduction by Jellito 
Perennial Seeds. Serrated, 
green foliage with flowers from 
short, fat, terminal spikes in 
summer, ranging from salmon 
pink to deep pink depending 
on their maturity. Tolerant of 
light shade. 60cm x 60cm. 
AGM. RHS HZ. 


Nepeta grandiflora 
‘Dawn to Dusk’ 
Clump-forming cultivar 
with a bushy, upright 
habit. Soft, hairy, grey- 
green leaves and dark 
stems give rise to pale- 
pink flowers from purple- 
pink calyces in July and 
August. Good seedhead. 
80cm x 70cm. RHS H7. 


oft mounds of dreamy, grey-green foliage lightly 
fragranced when crushed; purple/lilac flowers adored 
by bees and butterflies; the ability to grow in some 

of the hottest, toughest spots — these characteristics 
make Nepeta a common and deserved addition to 
any garden despite only recently being trialled for 
garden worthiness by the RHS. 

I started gardening in East Kent in the early 1990s, during a 
succession of hot, dry summers. While working for my local college 
as part of the grounds maintenance team, I discovered a plant that 
performed better the hotter and drier it got. When others around it 
struggled, it sang through the summer with tussocks of woolly, grey- 
green foliage that seemed to become silver as temperatures rose and 
a haze of purple/mauve flowers; it was Nepeta x faassenii, a hardy, 
herbaceous perennial, roughly 30cm x 50cm. It softened the straight 
lines of the path edges in the cottage gardens of the college grounds. 
Stubbornly determined to grow in what felt like a hostile situation 
for any plant, it rarely failed to impress 
me —in short, the genus Nepeta got stuck 
in my psyche early on as a gardener. 

In the coming years, as I honed my 
gardening skills and my plant knowledge 
grew, I came to rely on the qualities of 
Nepeta. They are astonishingly tough 
plants for what I and many others see as 
a classic, romantic, cottage-garden plant. 
Nepeta has about 250 species scattered 
throughout Europe, Africa and Asia. 


The genus Nepeta 
rarely fails to impress; 
it got stuck in my 
psyche early on in my 
gardening career 


Nepeta racemosa 
‘Amelia’ 

An attractive, entirely 
distinct, form introduced 
in the early 2000s by 
Jeff Hodson. Masses of 
long-lasting, dainty, 
pale-lilac/pink flowers 
from grey-blue, aromatic 
foliage. 60cm-1lm x 
60cm-1m. RHS H7. 


It belongs to the Lamiaceae family, which is a bit of a heavyweight in 
gardening terms as it also contains garden favourites such as salvias, 
lavender and phlomis. 

More recently, from 2018 to 2021, I took part in the RHS Nepeta 
trial, of 123 species and cultivars. It looked for overall impact from 
the plant, length of flowering, quality of the flowers and foliage, 
and resistance to weather. National Collection holder Fi Reddaway 
provided many plants for the trial, and helped point out subtle 
differences between plants, such as how the colour of many 
cultivars’ calyces supports the quality and tone of flower colours. 

The early flowering Nepeta ‘Hill Grounds’, like many nepetas we 
see in the UK gardens, is of mixed parentage. With deep-violet 
flowers and mounds of grey leaves measuring about 50cm x 70cm, 
it is a great plant for infilling among other perennials. For me, the 
best recent find is Nepeta racemosa ‘Amelia’, which I bought from 
Claire Austin and which will hold its own against any plant in a 
mixed perennial border. There are few pink nepetas and this one is 
distinct, with dusty, lilac-pink flowers on 
a strong plant and small, grey-blue leaves 
about 80cm x 80cm. If you are looking 
for a pink form with good seedheads, 

N. grandiflora ‘Dawn to Dusk’, 
introduced by Dutch nurseryman Coen 
Jansen, is what you need. So good are the 
seedheads that I used them in my Chelsea 
Gold medal-winning display of seedheads 
in 2019, and it is not alone if you are 

To continue turn to page 73 [> 
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Nepeta ‘Blue Dragon’ 

An introduction from Janet 
Egger at Terranova Nurseries, 
this upright form has notably 
large, blue-violet flowers and 
bright-green foliage that turns 
a golden red in autumn. Copes 
well in damper areas. 80cm x 
40cm. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


MANY THANKS TO Fl REDDAWAY IN WHOSE DEVON GARDEN THE MAJORITY OF THESE IMAGES WERE TAKEN 


Nepeta cyanea 

From the Caucasus. Sturdy 
square stems with large, 
terminal, lilac-blue flowers; 
a robust perennial for part 
shade. Can tolerate sun if 
grown in damp soil. Great 
autumn leaf colour and 
excellent seedheads that 


Nepeta racemosa 
‘Walker’s Low’ 

Introduced in the 1980s, 
this popular cultivar was 
named Perennial of the 
Year in 2007 by the US 
Perennial Plant Association. 
Small, blue-purple flowers 
for most of the summer. 


60cm x 60cm. AGM. 
RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


last well into the winter. 


7Ocm-1m x 50cm. RHS H7. 


How to grow Nepeta 


* Species of Nepeta, such as 

N. racemosa, N. x faassenii and 

N. grandiflora and the garden hybrids 
that come from them, seem to thrive 
on neglect and are best grown in 
nutrient-poor, light soils. Avoid 
overfeeding or overwatering them, or 
else their soft, silky foliage will be too 
much for the thin, square stems to bear 
and they will flop. This is often the case 
when they are grown on richer loam or 
clay soils. They need full sun and a well- 
drained soil to be at their best. Drainage 
is particularly important in winter, as 
they can succumb to too much wet. 


¢ A hard cut-back straight after flowering 
is often necessary to keep plants from 
opening up in the middle. On dry silt or 
sandy soil it is best to just deadhead, 
otherwise the plant may struggle to 
reflower. During the RHS trial, each of the 
three plants of each cultivar being grown 


would be pruned differently: one would be 
left untouched, one would be deadheaded 
and one would be cut to the ground after 
flowering. It was noted that many of the 

N. racemosa cultivars often opened up in 
the centre leaving a skirt of flowers at the 
edge, which was infilled with new foliage 
and flowers without any pruning, covering 
the old flowers at the edge in so doing — 
making it useful for low-maintenance 
planting schemes. 


¢ Clump-forming species need dividing 
regularly, leaving the clumps no longer 
than three years for best results and to 
keep the group vigorous and healthy. You 
can take stem-tip cuttings in early spring, 
or from fresh growth after the summer 
cut-back. Sow fresh seed in spring. 


¢ N. nuda and its cultivars seem 
content on almost any soil pH. There is 
no need to cut them back after flowering 


as they do not reflower. Stem-tip 
cuttings of cultivar types in early spring 
is the best way to increase numbers. 
Seed is viable and easy from spring 
surface-sowing in a seed tray, although 
there is some variability in the quality 
of the seed-raised offspring. 


* N. subsessilis from Japan and 

N. cyanea from the Caucasus form 

a handful of exceptions in the Nepeta 
tribe, preferring cool, damp spots in 
partial shade, although | have noticed 
over the years that they can cope with 
sun if they have a moist soil. Their 
serrated, green leaves turn autumnal 
hues of orange and yellow, while the 
seedheads of these species are worth 
leaving for extra interest in winter. | have 
had great success with cuttings taken 
from them in spring while the stems 
are short and before they hollow 

out in the centre in summer. 
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Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’ 
Introduced by Clarence 
Elliot in 1935 and named 
after his nursery, Six Hills. 
Deservedly popular border 
plant, vigorous and bushy 
with small, grey leaves and 
lavender-blue flowers. 

lm x 90cm. AGM. RHS H7, 
USDA 4a-7b. 


Nepeta x faassenii 
‘Select’ 

The flowers of this cultivar 
are said to be a truer blue 
than is typical of most 
other nepetas. It has a 
long flowering season and 
handsome, silvery-grey 
foliage. 50cm x 50cm. 
RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


Nepeta ‘Hill Grounds’ 
Bred by the late 

Janet Cropley from 

a seedling found in her 
Northamptonshire 
garden, Hill Grounds. 
Deep violet-blue flowers, 
darker than those of most 
nepetas, from June. 
50cm x 70cm. RHS H7. 


Nepeta ‘Chettle Blue’ 

A bushy form with intense 
blue flowers and purple 
calcyes held well above 
the foliage. A bee magnet, 
it was introduced by 
Avondale Nursery but 
may originate from 
Chettle House in Dorset. 
70cm x 40cm. RHS H7. 


Nepeta x faassenii 
‘Purrsian Blue’ 
Introduced by Walters 
Gardens in the US state 
of Michigan in 2013. Very 
compact with a neat 
habit, light-blue flowers 
and small leaves. A good 
container plant. 

45cm x 60cm. RHS H/7, 
USDA 3a-8b. 


/ GAP PHOTOS, NICOLA STOCKEN / GAP PHOTOS 


VISIONS 


> looking for winter structure as 

well as summer beauty. Both the 
wondrous N. cyanea, which has green 
foliage and stout, terminal spikes of deep, 
lilac-blue flowers more reminiscent of 
agastache than nepeta, and N. subsessilis 
‘Washfield’, with its whorls of terminal 
flowers and glowing autumn foliage, 
have great seedheads. Both also prefer 
moist (not waterlogged) soils in semi- 
shade and are perfect for the borders 
that only get sun for part of the day. 

If space is limited or you want good succession from your 
borders, N. nuda and its cultivars are the right choice. They rocket 
out of the ground, occupying the vertical without using much of the 
horizontal, just what is needed for a change in form in many garden 
borders. Nor do they mind mixing in with other plants such as 
geraniums, rosemary and peonies. N. nuda ‘Romany Dusk’ is my 
favourite. It has strong, deep-purple stems up to 1.5m, making it 
attractive even as it builds to flowering on branching stems, 
clothing the plant with violet-blue flowers in July. 

If you are a water-conscious gardener, Nepeta is invaluable; when 
I was head gardener in a dry, coastal garden, I came to rely on its 
drought-tolerant qualities. I once needed a skirt at the feet of Rosa 
‘Mrs Oakley Fisher’, a hybrid tea with a simple flower from May 
to November. It was planted in a narrow border in poor, flinty 
soil, with sun-drenched walls and paths around it. I settled on 


Astonishingly tough 
for a cottage-garden 
plant, Nepeta is a great 
performer in dry 
summer gardens 


Nepeta nuda 

‘Romany Dusk’ 

Striking, clump-forming 
perennial collected in 
Romania by plantsman 
Paul Barney of Edulis 
Nursery. Upright, 
burgundy-tinged stems 
and lilac-pink flowers on 
short branches from June. 
1m-1.7m x 80cm. RHS H7. 


N. racemosa “Walker’s Low’, a deceptively 
named cultivar that reaches to 80cm or so. 
Its job was to unify and soften the border, 
and it had to work as hard as the rose 
above it. What a great choice it turned out 
to be, not only romantically softening the 
border edge but repeat-flowering all 
summer with little attention while also 
reflecting some of the sun’s rays away 
from the roots of the rose, helping to cool 
the soil and keep weeds at bay. 3 


Steve Edney is a member of the RHS Herbaceous Plant Committee. 


Where to see and buy 

¢ Beth Chatto’s Nursery Clacton Road, Elmstead Market, Elmstead, 
Colchester, Essex CO7 7DB. Tel 01206 822007, bethchatto.co.uk 
¢ Claire Austin Hardy Plants White Hopton Farm, Wern Lane 
Sarn, Newtown, Powys SY16 4EN. Tel 01686 670342, 
claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk 

¢ Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants Priory Lane Nursery, 
Freefolk Priors, Whitchurch, Hampshire RG28 7FA. 

Tel 01256 896533, hardysplants.co.uk 

¢ Fi Reddaway* South Zeal, nr Okehampton, Devon E20 2JS. 
Open as part of the South Zeal and District Open Gardens Day, 
19 June, 10am-4pm. £4 for entry to all participating gardens. 
*National Collection holder. 
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Above Even in narrow beds, Stefano's planting is beautifully layered with clumps 
of Luzula nivea and Libertia chilensis and domes of Osmanthus delavayi under the 
Cercidiphyllum japonicum and against an evergreen backdrop of ivy. 


Left This aerial shot shows the lightwell, home to another feature wall in a lighter palette, 
which complements the colours of the berries of Amelanchier x lamarckii. This area 

is planted with the broad-leaved sausage vine Holboellia latifolia, a vigorous, scented 
evergreen climber, whose green leaves are tinged purple-bronze in new growth. 


Below The delicate, pink blooms of Astrantia ‘Roma’ fluffy, white flowers of Luzula nivea 
and purple Geranium Rozanne (= ‘Gerwat’), alongside the arching grass Anemanthele 
lessoniana, are a pretty combination for a shady corner on the dining terrace. 


INBRIEE 


-What'Small; new-build, residential 


garden with high boundaries. 
Where South London. 
size‘Roughly.8m x 15m. 


© Soil A concrete pad 20cm under the 


existing lawn was dug out and 
backfilled with new.topsoil. 


¢. Climate Temperate, east-facing garden. 


Hardiness zone USDA 9. 
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MAKING A STATEMENT 


In this small London garden, innovative materials and sympathetic 
planting combine to striking effect 


WORDS NATASHA GOODFELLOW PHOTOGRAPHS ALISTER THORPE 


andscape architect Stefano Marinaz has 
a rule that he tries to avoid using the 
same materials twice. To that end, he is 
always on the lookout for the new, the 
beautiful and the interesting, and so 
when he spotted some lustrous 3D tiles 
at an interior design show in Paris a few 
years ago, the attraction was immediate. 

“Their pattern reminds me of leaves,” he says. “I 

instantly wondered if I could use them in a project.” 

The opportunity presented itself in early 2020 when 
the owners of a new-build in Balham, south London, 


lawn, something the clients were keen to retain for their 
two young children to play on. They also wanted more 
interest, more structure, and a place to eat in the shade. 
This last requirement turned out to be the key 
to designing the whole space. The shadiest part of 
the garden was the north-facing boundary wall —a 
tall, blank fence over 3m high with an unsightly wire 
mesh above it. But to turn a dark, featureless area into 
a suitable dining area would need a little magic, and 
Stefano recalled the glimmer of the tiles. Using panels 
of the ceramics arranged at random, he has created 
a striking feature wall that both anchors the new 


approached Stefano to redesign their garden. At that 
point the rhomboid-shaped plot was entirely laid to 


dining area and acts as a focal point for the garden as 
a whole, while detracting from the buildings beyond. > 
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Above Stefano has 
placed the trees 
(Cercidiphyllum 


japonicum on the left; 
Amelanchier x lamarckii 


on the right) to lead 
the eye around the 


garden and break up 


the regularity of the 


lawn. Multi-stemmed 


av 


trees are slower growing 


and therefore good for 


smaller gardens. 
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Above Stefano could 
have built the feature wall 
in blockwork but instead 
chose a steel structure 
with a metal edge, which 
blended better with the 
finish of the house and the 
colours elsewhere. 


Right above Pots placed 
in borders add interest 


and height. On the left is 
Hardenbergia violacea, 
an unusual Australian 
evergreen climber with 
purple flowers in mid- 
to-late-winter. 


Right below At night, 
downlighters illuminate 
the dining area while the 
uplights highlight the 
structural framework 

of the trees. 
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The clients have used touches of bronze in their 
interior decor and Stefano took this as the starting 
point for his colour palette — a seductive mix of bronze, 
mulberry, jade and turquoise. To ensure the wall does 
not jar, he has echoed these colours in the planting and 
the dark lava stone paving slabs, some of which contain 
metal particles that give them an iridescent blue tint. 

The purplish tones of the new spring foliage of 
Cercidiphyllum japonicum to the left of the terrace 
match the darker tiles, while the russet hues of 
Anemanthele lessoniana continue the glint of the bronze 
in their repeat plantings around the lawn. Another 
plant, the unusual shrub Rubus lineatus, not only has 
young stems the colour of claret, its deep veining could 
have been the inspiration for the tiles themselves. 

Stefano has reshaped the lawn to sit perpendicular 
to the terrace and house, and has used multi-stemmed 
trees (Amelanchier x lamarckii and Cornus ‘Norman 
Hadden’ along with the katsura tree, as well as three 
smaller Osmanthus x burkwoodii) to break up the 
rectangular shape. “The three larger trees are placed 
like a triangle and help lead the eye around the space,” 
he says. The Osmanthus do a similar job, while also 
working well in the narrow borders, a result of the need 


2022 


to maximise the lawn. And though these borders may 
be slim, they burst with interest, planted with dwarf 
mountain pines Pinus mugo ‘Mughus, pittosporums 
and grasses for evergreen structure, as well as bulbs, 
including Narcissus “Thalia and Allium sphaerocephalon, 
and perennials such as Astrantia major, Geranium 
Rozanne (= ‘Gerwat’) and Libertia grandiflora. 
Unexpectedly, the borders also contain several 
pots planted with eye-catching combinations including 
Brunnera macrophylla Jack Frost, Kirengeshoma 
palmata and Epimedium x warleyense ‘OrangekGnigin. 
“T like using pots in planting beds,” says Stefano. “They 
provide an extra layer of interest, structure and height.” 
But the greatest surprise comes perhaps as the sun 
goes down. Subtle lighting means that the garden is 
every bit as usable — and as inviting — in the evening as 
it is during the day. Downlights illuminate the feature 
wall and dining area, while strategically positioned 
spotlights show off the trees to their best, gilding 
their stems and making their canopies glow. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Stefano’s work at 
stefanomarinaz.com 
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MATERIALS 
Shown right (from left to right) 


The beautiful paving slabs (also used to edge the 
retaining wall of the lightwell) are lava stone from 
Nero Sicilia (nerosicilia.com). The iridescent blue 

sheen comes from metal particles in the stone, 
which are transformed in the firing process. 


While flat colours will capture shadow play, 
incorporating distinct shades or textures is a great 
way of making a feature wall more interesting. These 
tiles from Botteganove (botteganove.it) were laid at 
random in pre-prepared panels for easier assembly. 


Three walls of the new-build garden were fenced 
with horizontal, red cedar cladding, which Stefano 
decided to retain. Now slightly aged, its greyish 
tones blend well with the paving and tiles, while 
providing a good neutral backdrop for the plants. 


HORTICULTURAL WHO’S WHO 


JULIET SARGEANT 


The award-winning garden designer on helping to connect children with nature, finding her 
passion and how her medical training helps her clients to feel comfortable in their gardens 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI PORTRAIT CRISTIAN BARNETT 


hen Juliet Sargeant started her three-year 
degree in garden design in the early 1990s, 
she told herself she was just taking a break 
from medicine (she had then completed 
four years as a junior hospital doctor), and 
would definitely return to it. Four years later 
—she took a year off to have her first child — she found herself in the 
spare room of her London home, drawing up plans for her mother’s 
garden, and she knew this career was the one she passionately wanted. 

Although she was born in Tanzania (her father was a Tanzanian 
barrister), she was brought, aged two, to England by her English 
mother when her parents split up. And so it was the woods and 
fields of Surrey, where her mother took 
a residential job in a state-run boarding 
school for troubled, inner-city children, 
that became her design inspiration. “I'm 
on this quest to reinvent the experiences 
of my childhood for my clients,” she 
says. “Especially if they tell me they’ve 
got children and they want to connect 
with nature. I draw on the feelings I 
had when I was playing in the woods 
with my friends, making camps, picking 
blackberries and bluebells in the school 
grounds, all those years ago.” 

Like other designers at that time, 
initially she made the mistake of going 
after whatever work she could find. 
“T now realise that it’s much more 
important to find out where your 
strengths are and what you're passionate 
about, and really go for that. That enables you to offer your clients 
the best that you can do.” Today she feels that her best involves 
understanding what makes her clients tick — medical training, she 
says, teaches you how to listen — and making them feel comfortable in 
their gardens, and boosting their confidence in the outdoors. 

Juliet’s first big break came in 2004, when she won a competition, 
with three other designers, to make a domestic-sized garden for RHS 
Garden Wisley, which remained in place for several years. Like many 
of her subsequent gardens, it incorporated conceptual elements, in 
this case Perspex screens imprinted with photos of deciduous shrubs 
in leaf so that when the real shrubs in the garden shed their leaves in 
autumn, there was an echo of their summer forms. The painted doors 
set in vibrant planting and opening on to a dark, unplanted centre 
in her Modern Slavery Garden at RHS Chelsea Flower Show in 2016 
created a confident and arresting design that won her a Gold medal 
and the People’s Choice award, and a whirlwind of media attention. 
It was, she says, the highlight of her career, which has so far included 
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ITS IMPORTANT 
TO FIND OUT 
WHERE YOUR 

STRENGTHS ARE 

AND WHAT 
YOURE 
PASSIONATE 
ABOUT 


lecturing at design colleges, chairing the Society of Garden Design, 
TV presenting, contributing to radio shows and, most recently, 
becoming a commentator on the lack of diversity in horticulture. As 
one of a handful of people of colour to make it to the top, does she 
feel the need to be a spokesperson on the issue? 

“After the death of George Floyd there were lots of quite troubled 
and raw conversations and I was called on to comment and to 
join in those conversations. I did feel an obligation to accept those 
invitations. I get a bit annoyed when people say the reason there 
are so few black people in horticulture is because they don’t have a 
connection with the landscape and aren’t interested in gardening. 
First of all, black people covers an enormous group of multiple 
cultures and ethnicities so you can't 
generalise in that way. But there is 
also the very, very important factor 
of poverty. If youre busy trying to 
put food on the table and get your 
children educated you don’t have time 
or energy to go looking at National 
Trust properties, and you may not feel 
welcome. On top of that, people of 
colour have fewer opportunities once 
they’re qualified.” 

Juliet is happy to talk about 
inclusivity in horticulture if asked to 
but she'd rather inspire people through 
her work. That’s one of the reasons 
she is so excited about the garden she’s 
been asked to design for Blue Peter at 
this year’s Chelsea Flower Show. “It’s 
an invitation to children to engage with 
soil, to feel it, to smell it. Parts of the garden will be bare soil, which is 
a bit of a risk at Chelsea because judges don’t like seeing bare soil.” 

She is collaborating with three artists on the Blue Peter garden — 
art in the garden, she believes, contributes to the narrative — and this 
is the direction in which she would like to take her Sussex Garden 
School, which she founded in 2018 with a programme of design and 
planting short courses led by her. “The aim is to have somewhere 
people can do all sorts of creative things inspired by landscape.” 3 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

The New Blue Peter Garden — Discover Soil will be relocated to 
RHS Garden Bridgewater after the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 
Find out more about Juliet’s work at julietsargeant.com and 
sussexgardenschool.com 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED MASTERCLASS 
Don't miss Juliet’s Masterclass on 14 July. See page 34 for details. 
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Size A one-acre walled g: 
four acres of land beyond t 
Soil Inside the walled gar 

a slightly acidic silty soil; outside 
the soil is heavy clay. 
«~ Climate A few miles from the 
sea at an altitude of 137m, the climate 
is mild and wet. ee 
garden the climate is mu armer. 
Hardiness zone USDA 8. 
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he appeal of novelty is 
as strong in the garden 
as it is in other areas 
of life. New hybrids 
or recently selected 
forms of plants are 
always presented as 
superior in some way. 
This chronological snobbery can push 
some excellent plants that have been 
around for years off the garden-centre 
shelves, but top-notch nurseries always 
manage to strike a perfect balance between 


welcoming the new and preserving the old. 


Peony specialist Binny Plants in Scotland 
offers a mixture of both modern hybrids 
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and tried-and-trusted old cultivars. Owner 
Billy Carruthers believes that to produce 
outstanding plants, modern breeders 

need to be able to call on the best of the 
older cultivars. Preserving these “bloodlines’, 
as Billy calls them, is important not only so 
that we can continue to grow reliable hybrids 
that have proved their worth over decades 
but also to ensure that these plants are 
available to future plant breeders. 

Billy set up his nursery in an old walled 
garden east of Edinburgh nearly 30 years 
ago, specialising in herbaceous perennials 
and grasses. “The big task back then was 
evaluating how well plants do in Scotland. At 
the time, most of the gardening literature was 


1 Paeonia ‘Honor’ A 
Professor Saunders 
hybrid with large, saucer- 
shaped flowers that have 
a sweet, honey perfume. 
The weight of the flowers 
can cause the plant to 
flop so it is advisable to 
support the stems as 
they emerge. 90cm. 


2 Paeonia ‘Etched Salmon’ 
One of Billy’s favourite 
peonies, the density of 
petals makes for a 
voluptuous flower. It 

even has a soft, sweet 
perfume. The tall stems 
mean that it is popular 

as a cut flower. 90cm. 


3 Paeonia ‘Lovebirds’ 
Another Saunders hybrid 
with pale-pink petals so 
delicate they could be 
made of tissue paper. 
These delicately scented 
flowers belie this peony’s 
vigour and strong, upright 
stems. 80cm. 


4 Paeonia ‘Merry 
Mayshine’ An eye-catching 
Saunders hybrid with 
luminous scarlet flowers 
that have a centre of golden 
stamens. It has dissected 
foliage from one of its 
parent species, Paeonia 
tenuifolia. 75cm. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tMost hybrid peonies have a hardiness 
rating of RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


focused on growing conditions in the 
south of Britain. We found that there are 
many plants that do well down south and 
struggle in Scotland — and vice versa.” 

Billy hasn’t always been a nurseryman — 
he used to run record shops in London — but 
his interest in plants dates to his childhood 
in Glasgow. And his favourite was the peony. 
“My mother had one in our garden and it 
flowered every year on my birthday,” he says. 
“T would run home from school every day to 
make sure that it was going to flower for my 
birthday. That was the start of the interest.” 

The peony his mother grew was Paeonia 
officinalis ‘Rubra Plena (now called Paeonia 
x festiva ‘Rubra Plena’). “This is the peony [> 
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5 Paeonia lactiflora ‘White 
Cap’ Despite its name, 

the outer petals are 

a deep raspberry and the 
frilly centre resembles 
raspberry ripple ice cream. 
The flowers grow on 

strong stems above the 
foliage. 80cm. 


6 Paeonia lactiflora ‘Jan van 
Leeuwen’ A popular cultivar 
with simple, elegant, silky- 
white, fragrant flowers. 
Despite the delicate-looking 
flowers, this is a tough, 
vigorous plant with a 
reputation for being easy to 
grow. 90cm. AGM*. 


7 Paeonia ‘Color Magnet’ 
Since its introduction in the 
mid-1990s, this hybrid has 
won many awards and 
become popular with 
gardeners and cut-flower 
producers. Side shoots 
produce an abundance 

of flowers. 90cm. 


8 Paeonia ‘Rose Garland’ 
A compact, bushy 

plant with glossy foliage 
that is smothered in 
rose-pink flowers. 
Introduced by Saunders in 
1943, it has remained 
popular ever since. 75cm. 


> that everyone and their granny used to 
grow, explains Billy. “It is probably one of 
the worst ones to grow. It behaves so badly: 
it always flops over and loses all its petals 
after a couple of days.” 

When Billy realised that not all peonies 
behaved so badly, he began to look for 
plants with the qualities he still values: 

a good strong stem, so it doesn’t need 
staking; side shoots, as this produces more 
flowers and extends the flowering season; 
and a good flower form combined with 

a healthy and vigorous plant. 

Billy’s peony collection now encompasses 
hundreds of hybrids from breeders 


around the world. His favourites are those [>> 


Growing peonies 
Billy has three main pieces of advice for growing healthy peonies 


The crown of the plant 
should be just 2.5cm or 

so under the soil and no 
more. In very warm gardens 
you can get away with 
having the crown at soil 
level but in general it should 
be just under the soil. 


Peonies must never dry 
out between April and 
September. It is a big (and 
common) mistake to 


imagine that after flowering 
peonies do not need 
attention. This is the period 
that they will be building 
energy for the following 
year’s buds and so should 
be kept well watered. 


Most hybrids need an 
open, sunny situation to 
thrive. The exception are 
plants with dark-red flowers 
where alittle dappled shade 


will prevent scorching of 
the petals. Some species 
peonies, notably P. emodi 
and P. mairei, will grow 

well in shady conditions 
but it depends on location. 
In Scotland, say, you should 
always avoid shade but in 
sunnier and warmer parts 
of southern England hybrid 
peonies can take shade but 
will be less floriferous than 
when grown in full sun. 
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> introduced by Professor A Saunders, who 
was breeding peonies during the first half 
of the last century in upstate New York. “He 
produced beautiful hybrids of incredible 
quality,” says Billy. “And a lot of the most 
popular peonies sold today have a Saunders 
hybrid in their pedigree.” 

In general, Saunders’ peonies are strong 
growers, disease resistant and with single 
or semi-double flowers. He steered away 
from the blousy flowers that appeal to some 
breeders. Billy has spent years tracking 
down Saunders’ introductions and is 
currently planting a bed of 30 known as 
the Lobata Hybrids. These are hybrids of 
Paeonia peregrina, a species from eastern 
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Europe and western Asia. “They are all 
strikingly beautiful plants and together 
will look marvellous,” says Billy. 

From the very first moment in early 
spring when their shoots push through the 
soil with an energy that is full of promise, 
herbaceous peonies are beguiling. Often 
these new shoots are the colour of beetroot 
and are perfect companions to scillas, dwarf 
narcissi, miniature irises and other spring 
bulbs. Once in flower, peonies need space 
to show off. “They are tough plants that will 
push others out of the way, but if they are 
swamped, they will neither look good nor 
thrive.” After flowering, their foliage provides 
a background for later-flowering perennials 


9 Paeonia ‘Postilion’ 
Bright and bold, the deep- 
scarlet flowers can get 

to 20cm wide, making 

this a flamboyant peony. 
One of Saunders’ early 
introductions, the flowers 
resemble a water lily. 90cm. 


10 Paeonia ‘Moonrise’ One 
of Billy's favourite peony 
hybrids, this was introduced 
by Saunders in 1949 and 
has since become the 
parent of many hybrids. 
The ivory flowers are 
among the earliest 

peonies to open. 90cm. 


11 Paeonia ‘Red Red Rose’ 
Professor Saunders chose 
well when he named this 
hybrid. The flowers, which 
have a satin sheen, are the 
red of roses, poppies and 
pillar boxes. To maintain 
the colour, grow in light 
shade. 85cm. 


12 Paeonia ‘Soft Salmon 
Saucer’ There is nothing 
flashy about this hybrid. 
The cup-shaped flowers 
with subdued soft-pink 
flowers are demure and 
charming, a feeling 
enhanced by aslight 
sweet fragrance. 90cm. 


or, for example, the domes of euphorbias. 
Billy likes to grow lilies among peonies or 
to soften the dense foliage with columns 
of feathery grasses. 

Billy has focused on collecting rather than 
breeding peonies. “It takes years to develop a 
new peony. I’m too old to start that. You need 
to be young to have a chance to see them 
flower. ’'m content to extend the collection 
and enjoy the ones already created.” 5 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Binny Estate, Ecclesmachan 
Road, Uphall, West Lothian EH52 6NL. 
Tel 07753 626117. Web binnyplants.com 
Open Daily, 10am-4pm. 
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TURNING 


MOWING 
ON ITS 


THE ATCO CENTURION 


Tighter turning, greater visibility, 
superior cutting and superb mulching. 
Get a closer cut than ever with the 
Centurion range of front-cut mowers. 


ATCO 


WWwW.ATCO.CO.UK 


The Plantman’s Ice Garden 
Designed by John Warland for 

the Sanctuary Gardens category, 
the garden features a monolithic 
15-tonne ice cube, which as it 
melts will act as a reminder of 

our changing climate, but also 

the hope the power of plants may 
bring to the crisis —a key theme in 
many of this year’s gardens. 


Show details Contents 


Opening dates 24-28 May 2022. 90 Designer profiles 107 Project Giving Back 
aS We speak to the designers behind Find out more about the new key 
Buying tickets : ; : Sencar 
ie 7 vane a selection of the gardens on Main funding and mentoring initiative from 
aia ee a eee Avenue, and this year’s other show Project Giving Back’s chair Rosie Atkins, 
tickets are limited. Go to: oe 
gardens category Sanctuary Gardens and their aims for show gardens to benefit 


rhs.org.uk/shows-events/ : 
& charitable causes 


rhs-chelsea-flower-show 103 My Chelsea experience 
to check availability. There are so many different voices from 109 Around the show at Chelsea 2022 
around the show, each with their own We highlight some of the garden features, 
Gardens Illustrated at Chelsea ee é 
individual experience. We find out products and plants to look out 
Come and see us at Stand 488 : ' 
more from six of those involved for around the show 
on Eastern Avenue, where you can 
meet members of the team, and * You'll find further coverage of all the gardens at this year’s show at gardensillustrated.com/ 
find an exclusive show subscription chelsea-flower-show. Plus, you can sign up to our Chelsea newsletter for up-to-the-minute news in 
offer that includes a choice of gifts. the lead-up to Chelsea and during show week itself. Go to gardensillustrated.com/newsletters 
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DESIGNER PROFILES 


We talk to the designers behind 
some of this year's Main 
Avenue and Sanctuary gardens 
about what has influenced 

and inspired their choices 


PROFILE 


Designer Andy Sturgeon 


Chelsea history 2001 (Silver Gilt), 
2005 (Gold), 2006 (Gold), 

2007 (Gold), 2008 (Gold), 

2010 (Gold and Best in Show), 

2012 (Gold), 2016 (Gold and Best in 
Show), 2019 (Gold and Best in Show) 


Sponsors Project Giving 
Back for Mind 


Contractor Crocus 


Theme A garden about making 
people aware of their surroundings 
through all of their senses 


Contact 01273 672575, 
andysturgeon.com 


“T did swear I was never going to do another Chelsea garden,” says 
Andy Sturgeon, who has won multiple Gold medals and three 
Best in Show awards for his previous designs. “I was suckered by 
the unique opportunity to be my own client and choose which 
charity to partner with.” Andy’s Mind garden is being funded by 
the charity Project Giving Back (see page 107), and this has given 
him a unique freedom to create exactly what he wants. 

“This is the first time I have been 100 per cent in control 
of the brief and I have designed a garden that really functions 
as a garden, although I increasingly realise that I must be a 
frustrated architect,” says Andy. “Walls are a significant element of 
this design concept, starting loosely at the top of the garden, then 
coming closer in the centre before spreading apart again. It was 
only after the design had taken shape that I went back and 
identified certain allegorical references to the mental health issues 
at the heart of the work done by Mind, my partner charity.” 

A backdrop of birches will create a woodland-edge atmosphere, 
filtering sunlight and introducing a sense of age and scale. The rest 
of the planting plan is equally naturalistic, featuring ornamental 
grasses threaded through with colourful emergents such as 
eremurus, amsonias, baptisias and Lychnis coronaria. 

“This sort of loose but gardenesque planting is really shown 
off well by a solid backdrop, but it is important that the plants 
don’t dominate the walls,” says Andy. “In fact I have just been 
reworking the structural heights, because the plants are all 
growing a bit taller than I originally expected.” 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1 Andy’s choice of a native boundary 

of hazel, field maple, Viburnum opulus, 
Euonymus europaeus and hawthorn is 
part of a wider trend emerging for 
biodiverse hedges at this year’s show. 

2 The feature walls will be covered 

in a beautifully textural clay render 

by Guy Valentine, who is using three 
subtly different colours that will create 

a perception of many different shades. 
guyvalentine.com 

3 Betula pendula and B. pubescens 
provide a woodland backdrop. “They have 
a wonderfully gnarly but gentle presence 
that reminds me of my childhood, playing 
in the countryside.” 

4 Benches, hewn from great blocks 

of windblown oak, by wood sculptor 
Johnny Woodward, will thread through 
the garden. Their organic shapes have 

a textured finish enhanced and preserved 
by the Japanese charring technique of 
shou-sugi-ban. 

5 The sound of water will echo around 
the garden, as it falls from a series of 
ceramic spouts created by ceramicist 
Thea Thompson. 
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PROFILE 


Designers Juliet Sargeant 


Chelsea history 2016 (Gold and 
People's Choice) 


Sponsors Project Giving 
Back for Blue Peter 


Contractor Gardenlink 

Theme A garden designed for both 
children and adults that celebrates 
the wonder of soil and its role in 
supporting life and helping to mitigate 
the effects of climate change 


Contact 01273 834083, 
julietsargeant.com 


CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW Main gardens 


This is a show garden with a strong message: soil is life-supporting 
and complex but it is also vulnerable and we damage it — not only 
when we seal it with impermeable surfaces, but also when we 
grow plants without replenishing it. In a bold move, Juliet has 
placed bare soil at the front of the garden, in one of two elevated 
and sloping polygonal planters, both of which take their shape 
from the pattern clay makes when it dries and cracks. Barley will 
be found growing at the back of the lower planter, as a reminder 
of the role of soil in nurturing our crops, while the upper one will 
be covered with wildflower turf. Before the show, and once the 
garden is installed in its permanent home at RHS Garden 
Bridgewater in Salford, children will be invited to enter the garden 
by hopping over stepping stones and on to the permeable 
hexagonal paving. Steps will lead down to a seating area where a 
clear acrylic cylinder is filled with compost and worms. “This is an 
invitation to children to think about compost, and to see what an 
easy thing it is for us all to do,” explains Juliet. Next they can 
descend into the semi-subterranean chamber where an animation 
shows what the journey through soil might be. “It captures the 
beauty and wonder of soil, with a soundtrack of clicks and 
scratches from the Sounding Soil project by the University of 
Zurich, which records the complexity of sounds in different soils.” 
Back in the garden, there will be areas of brightly coloured flowers 
in shades of blue, orange and yellow, and an intermittent ‘rain 
shower’ that sends jets of water through a shower head, a fun 
element that also demonstrates how soil erosion occurs. 
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WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1 Pollarding is used as a way to include 
eucalyptus in a smaller garden. Juliet 

has chosen elegant E. nicholi, which has 
willow-like leaves and a weeping habit. 
hardy-eucalyptus.com 

2 Alstroemerias are key plants that 
provide pops of orange and yellow. Look 
out for the new cultivar ‘Little Miss Connie’ 
with yellow flowers with a pale-pink blotch, 
which is being launched at the show. 
parigoalstroemeria.co.uk 

3 The painted steel panels that form 

a low fence across the garden were 
inspired by the shapes of fungal threads 
found in soil. Designed by Juliet and 
fabricated by screen and fence specialist 
Stark & Greensmith, they also provide 

a surface for displaying artwork by the 
children of Salford, which has been 
printed on magnetic sheets. 
starkandgreensmith.com 

4 German artist Anneli Ketterer has 
created nine unique panels of soil art, which 
will be hung on the back wall of the garden. 
Each one reveals the texture and profile of 
a section of soil surface taken from around 
Salford and stabilised with resin. 
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PROFILE 


Designer Paul Hervey-Brookes 


Chelsea history 2009 (Silver), 2010 
(Silver Gilt), 2013 (Gold), 2014 
(Bronze), 2018 (Gold), 2019 (Gold) 


Sponsor Brewin Dolphin 
Contractor Big Fish Landscapes 


Theme A garden that demonstrates 
how it is possible to rehabilitate a 
post-industrial plot to create a new 
environmentally sustainable space 


Contact paulherveybrookes.com 
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Paul Hervey-Brookes has taken inspiration from former industrial 
sites for his eighth Chelsea garden. “I’m fascinated by the wild 
landscapes that appear when brownfield sites are left alone. 

With a minimal touch, they could become a lived-in garden.” 

The layout centres around two ‘C’ shapes that back on to each 
other, representing a 19th-century factory building. “One is brick 
and the other is curved concrete, and the garden wraps around 
them.” A pool will collect rainwater, mitigating flooding. 

“As with many industrial sites, the soil would be heavily 
polluted or damaged,” says Paul. “Instead of importing topsoil and 
covering up the problem, I’ve used plants that rehabilitate soils 
and trees that clean polluted air’ The garden will contain a lot of 
‘pioneer’ species that colonise neglected sites or are highly 
adaptable on different soils. “They’re not necessarily ‘Chelsea 
pretty,” says Paul. “It will be quite a green, semi-wild space.” 

Every single material used in the garden is recycled and Paul 
and his contractor have travelled up and down the country 
choosing recycled raw materials and scouring reclamation yards. 
“Planting a native hedge is not enough for the environment at this 
moment in time. In this garden we know where all the materials 
are from and where they’re going afterwards.” 

Paul has been a show garden judge since 2016. “You can't judge 
if youre making a garden. But being a judge, they expect more 
from you. My biggest challenge will be getting people to 
understand the garden in a few seconds. It’s not a historical 
pastiche, it’s an old and new space at the same time.” 
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WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


Pioneer plants that colonise neglected 
sites, such as Plantago, Anthriscus, 
valerian and wild strawberry, as well 
as those that do well on poor soils, 
such as Rosa glauca. Paul has also 
included verbascums as they self-seed 
almost anywhere and persicarias and 
sanguisorbas as they are able to adapt 
to different soils. 

The birch tree, which takes in the 
most carbon dioxide of all the tree 
species, plus hawthorn and hazel 
as they are pioneers. 

Recycled materials used in imaginative 
ways: “We're using concrete shavings 
from the A46, bricks from an old factory 
in Herefordshire and slate fencing from 
Penryth, Wales.” 

The ground fridge, which is essentially 
a huge ball 1.5m below ground that is 
cooled or warmed by the soil. It doesn’t 
need electricity and can store produce 
from the garden, such as wine or jam. 
“Inspired by survivalists, it’s an ice house 
for the 21st century,” says Paul. 

A potager, featuring tasty delicacies that 
are expensive to buy in the shops. 


WORDS VERONICA PEERLESS, LLUSTRAT ON RACHEL SAMPSON 


WORDS JODIE JONES, PORTRAIT DAVE WATTS 


PROFILE 


Designers Lulu Urquhart 
and Adam Hunt 


Chelsea history First Chelsea 


Sponsors Project Giving Back 
for Rewilding Britain 


Contractor Landscape Associates 


Theme A garden that shows the 

key role beavers can play in reversing 
the loss of nature in the UK and in 
boosting biodiversity 


Contact 01373 888720, 
urquharthunt.com 


A Rewilding Britain Landscape 


In recent years, there’s been an increasing emphasis on 
environmental issues at the show, and Chelsea first-timers Lulu 
Urquhart and Adam Hunt are set to take that one step further 
with a ‘naturally’ rewilded landscape, complete with beaver dam. 

“As a design partnership, concerns about ecology and 
environment are central to all our work, and we will be making 
this garden as authentic as we can even though that might involve 
treading an interesting path,” says Adam. “Combining the 
requirements of a Chelsea show garden with the magic and 
beauty we see in rewilded landscapes merges two potential 
different aesthetics, but the RHS is behind what we are trying to 
do, and everyone has been unbelievably supportive.” 

The garden combines a riparian landscape of wetland, flowing 
water and a beaver pool, with drier upland sections retained by a 
wall of loose-set stones retrieved from a defunct Exmoor quarry. 
A characterful beaver-watching hide will be constructed from old 
timber and repurposed corrugated iron, and the plants are all 
native species, including a venerable crack willow (Salix x fragilis) 


and tiny violas, an important fodder species for fritillary butterflies. 


“We are presenting a vision of a traditional landscape that 
we have lost only recently, but our message is very future 
oriented,” says Lulu. “We should be able to live alongside all our 
fellow creatures. A natural mindset is helpful to our planet, and 
also deeply satisfying for ourselves. With this garden, we aspire 
to transport Chelsea visitors for a millisecond to a place where 
that idea becomes reality.” 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1 The plants in this garden will all be 
species native to the southwest of 
England, such as the beautiful wild orchid 
Epipactis palustris, although Lulu and 
Adam are keen to emphasise that none 
of these will be wild collected. 

2 To present as authentic a rewilding 
landscape as possible all the plants, 
including native grasses, will be shown as 
one would see them in the wild, with their 
previous year’s growth and pre-season 
seedhead remnants left on, together with 
the brown, former season's dead foliage. 
3 The beaver lodge and dam are made 
by Ben Garden of Water Artisans, and will 
highlight the fact that beaver structures 
help to mitigate flash floods and act as 
carbon sinks. waterartisans.com 

4 Araised path of wavy-edged oak boards 
will wind through the garden, its design 
inspired by a Neolithic path, called the 
Sweet Track. “It’s just one person wide, 
which forces you to slow right down and 
take in your surroundings,” says Adam. 

5 A rewilding soundtrack will be played 
through the garden, helping to transport 
visitors to the countryside. 
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PROFILE 


Designer Chris Beardshaw 


Chelsea history 1999 (Gold), 

2005 (Bronze), 2006 (Gold and 
People's Choice), 2007 (Silver Gilt and 
People's Choice), 2012 (Gold), 2013 
(Gold and People’s Choice), 2015 
(Gold), 2016 (Gold), 2017 (Silver Gilt 
and People’s Choice), 2018 (Gold and 
Best in Show), 2019 (Gold) 


Sponsors Project Giving Back for the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution 


Contractor Chris Beardshaw Ltd 


Theme A calm but confident garden 
that reflects the history of the RNLI, 
the people that are part of it, and its 

forward-thinking ethos 


Contact chrisbeardshaw.com 


A huge amount of research has gone into the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution’s first Chelsea show garden. Chelsea 
veteran, and long-time RNLI supporter, Chris Beardshaw has 
met with lifeboatmen and women, as well as those who run and 
support the charity, and has delved into its almost 200-year 
history. The result is a thoughtful and confident garden that 
avoids any sense of cliché. “It needed to be more than a lifeboat 
ona pebbly beach with some maritime plants,” says Chris. 

Throughout, the garden marries hints of the charity’s Georgian 
beginnings with contemporary touches, reflecting the charity’s 
forward-looking ethos. A green oak pavilion towards the back 
of the garden features classic carved lettering and turned 
columns in the neoclassical style, but is spliced with a 
contemporary arcade. The building is partly concealed by dense 
planting and trees, as it would have been in the Georgian era. 

The dense planting scheme builds from front to back, in shades 
of whites, blues, mauves and pinks, with the odd dot of yellow to 
lift it. “The whole colour scheme is influenced by those very hazy 
summer days on the coastline — when all of the colours are slightly 
tempered, and the intensity drawn out of them.” Not everything 
in the garden will be in full flower. “It needs to feel like a real 
garden, not shouting too loud,” says Chris. 

“The men and women in the lifeboats are very modest about 
what they do, and the garden reflects that,” says Chris. “The 
garden is understated, but it has a real sense of confidence —a 
place where you would feel comfortable spending some time.” 
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WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


The planting scheme includes unusual 
cultivars of garden favourites, plus 
perennials that may be less familiar to 
visitors, including Amsonia and Anthemis 
punctata subsp. cupaniana. Baptisias 
provide subtle colour and erodiums 
serve as a less showy alternative to hardy 
geraniums. Plants that Chris loves to 
use in gardens, such as the clear-white 
Paeonia lactiflora ‘Duchesse de Nemours’ 
and Rosa glauca, are also included. 

The timbers used to build the first 
lifeboats are reflected in the materials 
and plants in the garden, from the green 
oak pavilion to the mature trees that 
include Ulmus parvifolia, a species of elm 
resistant to Dutch elm disease, and Pinus 
sylvestris. Eccentrically clipped Pinus 
mugo will appear almost as a dramatic 
rock scape in the garden. 

Acurved Purbeck stone path in the 
centre of the garden reflects the shape of 
the bow wave as a lifeboat enters the water. 

Bespoke urns made by the Whichford 
Pottery, the shape of which have been 
inspired by the curvature of a lifeboat’s 
hull. whichfordpottery.com 


WORDS VERON CA PEERLESS, PORTRA T R CHARD KENDAL 


WORDS VERONICA PEERLESS, ILLUSTRAT ON ECHO V SUALISATION META 


PROFILE 


Designer Joe Perkins 


Chelsea history 2019 (Gold, Best in 
Construction and Best in Category) 


Sponsor Meta 


Contractor The Landscaping 
Consultants 

Theme The beauty and importance of 
British woodlands, and the key roles 
that fungi play in the forest ecosystem 
Contact 01273 230511, 
joeperkinsdesign.com 


CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 
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The Meta Garden: Growing the Future 


Joe Perkins has had two years to think about his Chelsea 2022 
garden, as it was originally planned for 2020 — back when Meta 
was still simply Facebook. He has spent that time pondering 
British woodlands and researching the incredible role of fungi 
in forest ecosystems. His resulting garden highlights the 
symbiotic relationship between the soil, fungi and plants, and 
the beauty and versatility of sustainably grown timber. 

At the heart of the garden is a hexagonal pavilion — which 
was originally built for the 2020 show and has been waiting in 
for storage for the past two years — inspired by the complex 
interaction between fungi and the roots of trees. Beneath it is 
an immersive, sunken central seating area. The surrounding 
garden will represent the British countryside with woodland, a 
stream and a stylised meadow. The white, yellow, purple and red 
planting scheme will include almost 3,000 plants. “ve included 
some that aren't native and could replace species that are under 
stress due to climate change, as well as native species that should be 
able to cope and a few that may struggle.” 

Joe won a Gold medal for his previous Facebook garden in 
2019, plus Best in Construction and Best in Category awards: the 
first time that a ‘new’ designer has scooped all three. “My eldest 
son pointed out that I’m unlikely to do the same again. But if 
people understand the garden and like it, Pll be happy.” And this 
time, his garden will have a permanent home: the garden will be 
relocated to the National Forest as part of the Queen’s Green 
Canopy tree-planting campaign for the Platinum Jubilee. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1 The central pavilion is a collaboration 
between Joe and architect Farshad Khazei. 
It was designed using an algorithm so it can 
be adapted for the future. It is made from 
Thuja plicata and manufactured plywood. 
2 An interactive installation created 

by Cinimod Studio will bring to life the 
complex fungal communication webs 
beneath our feet via a light display. 
cinimodstudio.com 

3 Future-proof plants native to southern 
Europe and North America will include 
Dodecatheon, Allium siculum and 
Ornithogalum umbellatum. The garden 
will also include plants that are either rare 
or threatened by the changing climate, 
such as Linnaea borealis. 

4 Non-native trees that are productive in 
forestry and well adapted to a changing 
climate will include Castanea sativa 

and Pseudotsuga menziesii, along with 
hawthorn, a tough and recognisable part 
of the British landscape. 

5 Textile artist Amanda Cobbett will 

be loaning her life-like embroidered 
mushroom sculptures to the garden. 
amandacobbett.com 
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CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW Sanctuary gardens 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


Carbon-neutral garden cabin with a charred timber (shou-sugi-ban) exterior 
will frame immersive views of the garden. 

Trees will play a huge role and will include Betula nigra, Pinus sylvestris, gnarled 
Syringa vulgaris and Cornus canadensis — the latter two should be in flower. 

Planting will mostly be a wispy haze of white from the likes of Thalictrum delavayi 
and Anthriscus sylvestris ‘Ravenswing; with scent and abundant flowers coming 
from Phlox divaricata ‘May Breeze’ and ‘Clouds of Perfume! Annuals will provide 
dark pops of colour, while zesty green foliage will brighten shady areas. 

Boundaries of Fagus sylvatica hedging and charred larch panels provide a foil 
for the interesting bark of the trees. 


PROFILE 


Designer Tony Woods, 
Sponsors Hamptons 
Contractor Garden Club London 
Contact 020 3126 4994, 
gardenclublondon.co.uk 


“This garden is about taking a typical urban space and smothering 
it with nature,” says Tony. “We're going big on trees, water and plants 
to create a space in which people can lose themselves.” 

The garden reflects what clients are now requesting — a home 
office as well as biodiversity and a naturalistic feel. Tony has 
collaborated with architectural design company Koto Design to 
create a beautiful garden building that can be used as an office, yoga 
or relaxation space. Rounded glacial boulders and natural stepping 
stones will slow the journey to the cabin, passing through the 
planting and across a stream. “On the way to the building, the garden 
will ignite the senses, with the sounds of trickling water and wildlife.” 

Tony has taken inspiration from the mature gardens of 1920s and 
1930s houses. “I wanted to evoke the sense that we’ve improved the 
planting of a garden that has existed for a while. So there will be lots 
of gnarled trees, domestic garden plants and scented flowers.” 

Tony is anticipating some “sweaty palm moments” when the 
five-tonne building (being built offsite in Wales), mature trees and 
pipework are installed. “I also freeze when it comes to placing the first 
perennial.’ But Tony has won Gold at Chelsea before. “Ill be happy if 
I’ve created the feeling of a May morning, when it’s been raining, 
when there are incredible aromas and you know that it’s truly spring.” 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


Gentians will feature prominently in the garden, including the intensely blue 
Gentiana acaulis, which is such a feature in the Swiss Alps. 

A bespoke iron bench has been designed to evoke the railway tracks that 
criss-cross Switzerland and represent the country’s excellent train network, 


PROFILE 


Designer Lilly Gomm 

Sponsor Switzerland Tourism 
Contractor Collinson’s Landscaping 
Contact 07852 908375, 
lillygomm.com 


“TI was asked to encapsulate Switzerland in a garden,” says Lilly 
Gomm. “It was definitely a challenging brief” Instead of 
attempting to recreate the Alps in her Swiss Sanctuary garden 
for Switzerland Tourism, the designer has wisely set out to 
demonstrate how the impressions we bring home from our 
travels can provide inspiration for our own gardens. 

“From the beginning, I knew my design was going to be all about 
the plants because Swiss native flora is so much more varied than 
most people realise. Obviously, there are lots of wonderful alpines, 
which I am placing right at the front of the show garden. And there 
are many woodland and meadow species, but I will also be including 
some Mediterranean plants people might be surprised to see in a 
Swiss garden. The point is to include a range of plants visitors could 
be inspired to grow for themselves, whatever their garden location.” 

Despite the restrictions that have made travel so difficult over the 


ee past few years, Lilly managed to make a research field trip, during 


an The range of plants. Many were sourced from Kevock Garden Plants near pane araducadt Suai pended “Sneaki 
= Edinburgh in Scotland, although they are being grown on for Lilly by Bernhard’s Ne cee re ey Come a ene eee arene ee 8 


. Nurseries in Rugby, Warwickshire, which is also looking after the plants for Paul through an interpreter, I tried to [SP lain any brief and how I intended 


Hervey-Brookes’ Chelsea garden (see page 92). 
Large stones will serve as garden-sized representations of Switzerland's 
mountainous landscape, framing a miniature ‘lake’ at the heart of the garden. 


to fulfil it, and they all scoffed and tutted at me. I thought for a minute 
that I had somehow insulted them, until my guide explained that 
they were just astonished by the enormity of the challenge.” 
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CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW Sanctuary gardens 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


The oak structure, which will have a very minimal interior that gives it a 
Scandinavian feel, will be wired up for home working. 

The water feature at the back of the building gives the impression of a window 
but is, in fact, a tank filled with rainwater harvested from the roof. 

A green roof is one of Taina’s specialties: “The planting around the ceiling window 
will echo the forest plants around it. It will look as if the whole roof is planted.” 

Duckboards will lead to the garden building, echoing those that traditionally 
lead up to Finnish summer cottages. 

A wooden bench by Jonathan Blackburn will sit alongside works by willow artist 
Kate Morrell. jonathanblackburn.co.uk; katemorrellwillowworkshops.co.uk 


PROFILE 


Designer Taina Suonio 
Sponsor Exante (Xnt Ltd) 
Contractor Nicholsons 
Contact rmgardens.fi 


Taina Suonio has helped plant many Chelsea show gardens and is 
described by fellow landscape designer Nigel Dunnett as “a true 
ecological artist”. She was the first Finn to create a Chelsea garden in 
2019 and is now returning with her third, a calm woodland sanctuary. 
The centrepiece is a large wooden building that evokes an oak 
stump, serving as an office or relaxation space. It has three large 
windows, including a glass roof, giving the feeling of immersion in 
nature. It will be softened by a green roof and climbers: “They'll 
make the garden feel magical and the building entrance less obvious.” 
The garden will feature plants native to Europe, including Britain, 
and Finland. “They’re common plants people can easily grow,’ says 
Taina. “We need to think more carefully about what we plant, because 
of climate change and pests and diseases, and need to support natural 
biodiversity. We need to learn to appreciate the smaller details.” 
Beech, wild crab apple, field maple and Betula pendula (the 
Finnish national tree) will be underplanted with brambles, dog rose, 
elder and Viburnum opulus. Cow parsley, Solomon’ seal, foxgloves, 
ferns, erythroniums and lily of the valley (Finland’s national flower), 
will evoke a woodland walk. “I grew up in the countryside, and as 
a child always felt secure in the forest,” says Taina. It’s fitting, then, 
that the garden will move to a children’s hospital after the show. 
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Statement tropical planting includes Chamaerops humilis that Kate describes 
as “chunky old beasts”, forming striking shapes in the garden canopy. Other 
tropical-style planting includes Cycas revoluta and bamboo Phyllostachys viridis. 

Ibstock bricks will be used in a hit-and-miss herringbone pattern to create 
a perforated brick wall that will allow a play of light and shadow. This is typical 
of Kate's gardens, which always use the detailing of materials to good effect. 

Lighting from Catellani & Smith will enliven the "dark and moody” planting and 
hard-landscape materials as daylight begins to fade. catellanismith.com 

Acontemporary metal pergola will give form and definition to the space; its 
colour is picked up in the brickwork and gives a warm background to the planting. 


98 GARDENSILLUSTRATED.COM MAY 2022 


PROFILE 


Designer Kate Gould 
Contractor Kate Gould Gardens 
Contact 01923 839733, 
kategouldgardens.com 


“Tf I were to describe my garden in three words, Id say, lush, tropical 
and useful,” says Kate Gould of her Out of the Shadows Sanctuary 
garden. Kate last exhibited at the show in 2019, so it’s a process she’s 
not unfamiliar with but the past few years have seen many of us 
redefine how we live. “More than ever we are asking our gardens to 
work really hard — particularly city gardens. The pandemic has made 
us value such spaces and consider them more mindfully.” 

Her city garden features a relaxed seating area, Jacuzzi with swim 


* jet (“af you want a swimming pool but don’t have the space, you need 


to think practically”), a space for yoga, pull-up bars, an outdoor 
shower and firepit with pebble seating. Despite all these elements, it is 
still a garden first and foremost, filled with lush foliage choices. “The 
garden is for a couple who love tropical-style planting. They also want 
somewhere with continuity that they can use year round and that will 
look good from out of those huge glass doors and windows so many 
city homes now have. You need bulk and structure to hold the space.” 

And there’s a responsibility to having a garden too that Kate is 
keen to emphasise. “What we have to do in all our towns and cities is 
ensure that there are enough green spaces to join the dots for wildlife 
to thrive, and to help cool the cities and clean the air. Even the 
smallest amount of greenery is important.” 
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CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1 Soft-yellow bellwort. Jamie hopes to use two species of this choice shade- 
loving spring flower with bell-shaped flowers: Uvularia grandiflora and the 
taller, later U. perfoliata. Look for his pairing of this subtle flower with the 
elegant perennial grass Melica altissima ‘Atropurpurea’ 

2 Clipped copper beech (Fagus sylvatica f. purpurea) is one of Jamie's 
favourite plants for adding depth, especially when it is combined with 
selinums and cenolophiums. 

3 Alison Crowther’s oak seats. Their unusual shape references the 
Play-Doh bean bag design by one of the school children. Each 1.5m-wide 
seat is big enough for a child to curl up in. alisoncrowther.com 


The Place2Be Securing 
Tomorrow Garden 
PROFILE 


Designer Jamie Butterworth 

Sponsors Sarasin & Partners, Place2Be 
Contractors On the Ground and Form Plants 
Contact 01753 628664, 

formplants.com 


There are two unusual aspects to Jamie Butterworth’s first Chelsea 
garden: it’s for children but there’s not a slide, swing nor piece of 
climbing equipment in sight. It’s also been designed as a real garden, 
with its presence at Chelsea intended simply as a pit stop that will 
raise awareness for mental-health charity Place2Be before it is 
installed at Viking Primary School in a deprived area of north 
London. Jamie explains that the children need a safe, calm space 
where they can talk to the school’s counsellor, teacher or family 
member about what’s on their mind. “The garden is essentially a 
sanctuary space, a place that can stimulate conversation and where 
children will feel safe. The design is so simple, it’s based on the golden 
ratio. We use only three materials: sandstone from the Forest of Dean, 
oak in the form of two beautiful carved seats by Alison Crowther, and 
metal to create a crisp edging to the planting. The rest is plants.” 

The sunken heart of the garden is an open space where the two 
oak seats provide the main seating area. Gravel ‘tiptoe’ paths lead up 
through woodland planting to a number of rocks where children can 
also perch. The lush planting creates an amphitheatre effect, with the 
predominant colours of blue and yellow being the children’s choice. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1 Water feature created by expert Bamber Wallis. He took a mould of ripples in the 


sand from the beach at West Wittering to cast into the concrete base of the stream, 


which gives the flow of water movement and character. bamberwallis.com 

2 Chinese noodle bench made from a piece of found oak from Lincolnshire and 
crafted by woodsman Alex Walshaw. alexwalshaw.com 

3 Clay-rendered walls imprinted with fern fronds will give a rustic appeal to the 
contemporary courtyard garden. 

4 Mounded beds that partially obscure views to allow for a sense of discovery. 
5 Feature trees with interesting form and habit will include Cornus controversa 
with its tiers of horizontal branches and the snake-bark maple Acer davidii. 


The Boodles Garden 
PROFILE 


Designer Thomas Hoblyn 
Sponsor Boodles 

Contractor The Garden Builders 
Contact 01359 252056, 
thomashoblyn.com 


This is Tom’s second garden for luxury jeweller Boodles. “The garden 
celebrates the 60th anniversary of Anthony Wainwright, grandfather 
to the current chairman, undertaking a 16-day expedition to travel 
the world. We had access to old photographs of the trip and there 
were some really strong images that have informed the garden.” 

The garden highlights plant and cultural references from around 
the world. “It’s a contemporary fernery courtyard complete with 
meandering stream and stumpery,’ says Tom. “One of the key ferns is 
Todea barbara [grown by Dave Root at Kelways], which is a bit of a 
rarity. It looks a little like Osmunda regalis but has a mini trunk at its 
base.” Other plants include Enkianthus campanulatus, Styrax 
japonicus, Primula bulleyana and Iris ‘Caesar’s Brother’ for a splash of 
colour. “Ferns tend to look better when they’ve got something coming 
up through them,” explains Tom. “Wood is a key element throughout 
—all of it found, reclaimed or recycled. We have created a Japanese 
doorway as an entrance to the garden. It was inspired by one of 
Wainwright's images but our version is made of sweet chestnut laths, 
made for us by British coppice woodland workers. 

“Tm most nervous about the stumps. We’ve been growing 
epiphytic ferns, lichen and moss on them. Once we’ve placed them so 
they look right in the garden, we can plant out from there.” 
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PORTRAIT BY OLIVER DIXON 


CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 


MY CHELSEA 
EXPERIENCE 


voices from 


around the show 


WORDS JODIE JONES 


Everyone's experience of the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show is 
Slightly different. For most of us 
it's a great day out — the 
opportunity to find inspiration in 
the show gardens, discover new 
plants from the country’s leading 
nurseries and partake in some 
serious retail therapy. But what 
does it mean for those who are 
involved in the show? We asked 
SIX participants, a top nursery 
couple, an edibles adviser, the 
RHS director of gardens and 
shows, a first-time designer and 
an award-winning, experienced 
designer — about their personal 
involvement. Each has a different 
perspective, but they all offer an 
insight into the hard work behind 
the scenes that goes into making 
the show such a Success 


~ 


Long-term Chelsea designer 


Sarah Eberle 


Sarah Eberle has been involved with the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show for more years than she cares to 
remember. Initially, her role was as design director at 
Hillier and, since 2006, as the creator of some 
exceptional gardens, including the so-called Life on 
Mars garden in 2007, an extraordinary ‘chill-out 
space’ for astronauts, which was named Best in Show. 

“Every year is a thrill,” she says. “The spirit of this show is amazing 
— challenging, exciting and visually stimulating — and that has always 
been the same throughout the decades I have been involved with 
Chelsea. Fashions and themes tend to change and evolve but there is 
always the most tremendous camaraderie. I think it surprises some 
newcomers, who worry that everyone will be in competition, but we 
don’t actually get judged against each other. We are assessed according 
to a set of rules, although they do get tougher and tougher. 

“Each year we are given a massive judging handbook that lists all 
the requirements and, unlike some other designers, I do always check 
carefully through it. Frankly it is hard enough to get points in the first 
place, it seems stupid to throw them away unnecessarily.’ Which may, 
in part, explain why Sarah is Chelsea’s most-decorated designer. 

“T do also tend to be a bit adventurous, which can work in my 
favour, although there is also a chance that it might go horribly 
wrong.’ Her garden this year is no exception. The Medite Smartply 
Building the Future garden (above) centres on a 6m-high, cave-like 
structure made out of an innovative MDF construction material. 
“Tt has a 50-year guarantee, so I’ve got a tree growing out of it 
and a waterfall cascading over the roof. It will either be a disaster, 
or it will be absolutely amazing,” says Sarah. Judging by her track 
record, it will no doubt be amazing. 
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Edibles expert 


Mark Diacono 


Having built his career on encouraging people 
to grow unusual and forgotten foods, it is no 
surprise to discover that Mark Diacono’s Chelsea 
experiences tend to focus on exciting edibles. 

“I gravitate towards the nurseries, smaller 
gardens and trade stands. I love seeing who 

is doing something a bit different.” 

The man who helped popularise Sichuan pepper and 
Japanese wineberries admits that his tour of the show is largely 
fuelled by bacon rolls and ice cream, but this year he will be 
washing it down with a botanical cocktail or two. 

“T’ve got an ongoing relationship with Alitex, the greenhouse 
company, and I'll be back on its stand again this year. I’ve 
been working with a young garden designer, Jake Curley, to 
conjure up a combination of a kitchen garden and a cocktail 
bar — ground to glass, you might say. Around the stand there 
will be little plant combinations that visitors can copy at home, 
including rhubarb growing with my new favourite herb, 
rosemary ‘Green Ginger’ It really does taste exactly how that 
sounds, and it is delicious but slightly mind blowing. 

“We want to show that edible plants can be attractive, 
and also to suggest a shift from annual to perennial food plants. 
If you don’t have to dig them up at the end of the season that 
means less soil disruption and more wildlife habitats, which is 
great for biodiversity. And if you get a good ecological balance 
in your garden you won't get the problems that might tempt 
you to reach for the sprays. Your garden will be healthier, you 
will have less work to do on it, and you will have more time 
to drink cocktails. There’s no downside.” 
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Debut designer 


Lottie Delamain 


“The whole thing still feels surreal,” says first-time 
Chelsea designer Lottie Delamain. “Seeing my name 
on the RHS website alongside so many award-winning 
designers is astonishing and, frankly, a bit scary.” 

Until five years ago Lottie was working as a textile 
designer in Vietnam, and it was this experience that 
has inspired her Textile Garden for the charity Fashion 
Revolution, which will be one of the All About Plants gardens in the 
Great Pavilion. “We used to go trekking in the north of the country 
and stay with families who grew their own vegetables and rice, but 
also indigo and hemp to make clothes. They certainly didn’t make 
everything they wore, but their ceremonial robes were richly storied 
treasures that spoke of a place, a time and a person,’ says Lottie. 

“Tt was so different from our Western taste for fast fashion, and 
that’s what I’m trying to express through this garden. It will include 
the historic British dye plants madder, woad and weld, planted in 
blocks to give the impression of a woven textile. The underlying 
message is that we should make the most of what we have available. 

“Tve always loved that sense of theatre and magic at Chelsea, as 
whole worlds are conjured out of thin air. Now I’m behind the scenes 
and experiencing how many moving parts are necessary to make that 
magic happen. But I am surrounded by the best of the best and so 
very grateful for all the support and advice I am getting from the old 
hands at the show. Of course it is still terrifying. Everything comes 
together at the last minute, which means that a lot of the elements 
are built in separate places ahead of the show. Whether they 
actually all add up to a worthy show garden is, at the end of the 
day, entirely down to me. I just hope that I have measured and 
calculated everything correctly. This year the buck stops with me.” 


CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW My ‘Chelsea 


RHS director of gardens and shows 


Helena Pettit 
Having worked in events management for many 
if C: years, Helena Pettit had rarely visited Chelsea as a 
member of the public before she took over as the 
RHS director of gardens and shows in 2018. “I was 
usually too busy running other events, but the time 
I did go still sticks in my mind for the colour and 
vibrancy, the uplifting sense of excellence and 
inspiration, and the fact that there was just so much to see and do. 
“Running Chelsea, unsurprisingly, is really challenging. We 
work with an awful lot of stakeholders and put a huge amount 
of effort into engaging with our visitors to give them an amazing 
experience while making them aware of the important messages 
around health, environment, and so on. And not many people 
realise that this show is our single largest fundraiser for the charity 
throughout the year, so it is really important that we get it right. 
“Planning for each new Chelsea starts nearly 24 months 
ahead and builds slowly, so by the time we open the gates to visitors I 
am on call constantly. And it has been even crazier this time, since the 
last show was only in September. In addition to the 39 show gardens, 
there is so much going on this year, including floral tributes to mark 
Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, an exploration of the 
history of gardening with our new sponsors The Newt, and a return 
of the indoor houseplant studios, which were such a success last year. 
“T generally sneak in early in the morning to enjoy a bit 
of the atmosphere for myself before the madness starts, and 
I always find time to treat myself to something from the trade 
stands and buy some plants. My garden is a little rammed 
as a result, but I just can’t help myself when I am surrounded 
by all that temptation.” 


Nursery owners and mentors 


Rosy and Rob Hardy 


‘7 


fy) Rosy and Rob Hardy, of Hardy’s Cottage Garden 

_ Plants, retired from exhibiting at Chelsea in 2019 

after winning an astonishing 24 consecutive Gold 
medals, but they are back this year mentoring two 
new nurseries through their Chelsea debuts. 

“We've been supporting Neil and Niamh Jones 
from the Kitchen Garden Plant Centre and Graham 
Austin, a delphinium specialist from Home Farm Plants. Both are 
fabulous nurseries and they all really know their plants, but we can 
help them with the practicalities of staging an exhibit,” says Rosy. 

“T vividly remember how intimidated I felt during our first 
Chelsea, way back in 1992. In those days the nurseries still exhibited 
in a big old canvas marquee and when the wind blew it sounded like 
you were on a ship. We were a tiny back-garden nursery from 
Hampshire with the audacity to put ourselves up against Notcutts, 
Hillier and the other big boys. There was real camaraderie between 
exhibitors, but you were pretty much left to your own devices.” 

It was Rosy’s husband Rob who worked out the logistics of 
transporting plants, people and everything else they might need. “You 
cant just pop back home if you've forgotten something,” he says. “We 
learned the hard way about where to park your van, how many labels 
youre likely to need, and why you should always be polite to the 
grounds staff” Rob and Rosy’s final display was due to appear in 2020 
and was all planned out when the show got cancelled, so they staged it 
in their own nursery instead. “We kept it in place for three weeks so 
that people could see it develop, and raised £8,000 for our local 
hospice, which was just as good as a Chelsea Gold,” says Rosy. “This 
year, instead of the usual stress we can just enjoy visiting the show and 
seeing how Graham, Neil and Niamh’s stands turn out. I can’t wait.’O 
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‘COOL JOINTS+# has 


given me the conhdence 
to walk further’ 


Juliet Laurie, 63, a retired science teacher from 
Dorset, loves hill-walking with her husband and 
walking holidays with friends — it’s her favourite 
way to stay active and healthy while having fun. 


She’s been doing it for years, but 
it hasn’t always been easy. In 
her forties, Juliet started to find 
it increasingly difficult to walk 
the distances she used to do 
comfortably. 


Juliet had heard about various 
supplements and giventhem a 
try. ‘But they had done nothing 
for me, she says. Then an 
advertisement for Cool Joints+ 
caught her eye. 


‘With my science background, | 
really appreciated the scienc 
credentials behind the company 
and the fact that Cool Joints+ 
was backed by published studies 
— so thought I'd give it a try,’ 
says Julie. 


‘I'm so glad | did... | found that | 
enjoyed my walks so much more 
and could walk the distances | 
used to much more comfortably. 


‘| have added Cool Joints+ to my 
daily routine and haven't looked 
back. In fact, | recently climbed 
Ben Nevis — something | would 
never have contemplated before!’ 


Cool Joints+ contains a highly 
absorbable combination of 
sunflower lecithin and Boswellia 
serrata, a natural extract from 
the Indian frankincense tree that 
can help to keep joints cool and 
comfortable. 


Dr Miriam Ferrer PhD, head 
of product development at 


~ 


Advertisement 


“| have added Cool Joints+ to my 
daily routine and haven't looked back.” 


FutureYou Cambridge, the 
company that created Cool 
Joints+, explains: ‘Boswellic acids 
are poorly absorbed by the body, 
so we have combined them with 
lecithin phospholipids which 
increases absorption by up to 
four times compared with other 
standard extracts.’ 


It’s certainly made all the 


difference to Juliet: ‘| love to walk 
ona daily basis and I’ve found 
that Cool Joints+ has given me 
the confidence to walk further, 
going from one mile a day to five 
miles and then eight or nine or 
more, which is really fantastic.’ 


* Boswellia serrata RESIN helps to keep 
joints cool and comfortable [on hold 
claim ID:4000] 


Claim your FREE Cool Joints+ subscription trial today 


Just pay £1.50 postage 


FutureYou Cambridge is offering new 
customers the chance to try its joint product, 
Cool Joints+, for just the cost of the £1.50 
postage.* 


Coal Jaints+ was formulated by FutureYou 


Neen Cambridge, 
np velonen, yas eee’ well-known 
for its 
FutureYou science- 
CAMBRIDGE backed health 


supplements. 


& 


A 


Developed 
in Cambridge 


Science you 
can trust 


Letterbox 
friendly 


The company, based in Cambridge, regularly 
consults with highly-regarded scientific and 
nutritional experts and has also developed 
close ties with world-leading educational 
institutions. 


Since launching the product the company has 
continually received positive feedback from 
happy customers, particularly on Trustpilot, 
the independent online review platform. 


‘| thought | would try them but didn’t really 


expect them to work but they do!,’ said one 
five star reviewer. 


aS z SC (3 my 


100% satisfaction, 
guaranteed 


Award-winning 
Customer Care 


‘| take this everyday in the morning... 
Absolutely so delighted. | can actually do 
10.000 steps now where | couldn’t even walk 
around the block.’ said another. 


‘We're very happy to give people their first 
pack for free so they can experience it 


for themselves, says Adam Cleevely, the 
company’s CEO. 


‘We're that confident in the effectiveness of 
our formulation. | can’t think of a better way 
to convince people. If they like it, they will 
stick with it. 


To claim your free 28 day Cool Joints+ subscription trial pack worth £16.80, visit 
FutureYouOffers.co.uk or freephone O800 808 5740 quoting code 


Your first box is free (just pay £1.50 postage) and you will be enrolled into a flexible subscription costing £16.80 every 28 days, 
which you can cancel at any time, without obligation. 


* Trustpilot 


SeShs FutureYou 


EXCELLENT 
Over 4000 reviews CAMBRIDGE 


*Cool Joints+ contains Boswellia serrata RESIN which helps to keep joints cool and comfortable [on hold claim ID:4000] Introductory offer valid for new UK customers only. Offer expires 31st July 2022. Your first box 
is free (just pay £1.50 postage) and you will be enrolled into a flexible subscription costing £16.80 every 28 days. Cancel any time, without obligation. See FutureYouHealth.com/CJF49 for full terms and conditions. 


PORTRAIT BRITT WILLOUGHBY DYER 


PROJECT GIVING BACK 


As the founding editor of Gardens Illustrated, former curator of the Chelsea Physic Garden and 
some-time RHS judge, Rosie Atkins has had a long and close relationship with the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show, but this year her involvement will reach a whole new level 


Rosie Atkins is the chair of new 
charity, Project Giving Back 
(PGB), which is funding the 
design and construction of 12 
gardens at this year’s RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show, and their 
subsequent relocation to 
permanent homes. “PGB really is a brilliant 
initiative,” she says. “Thanks to our two 
wonderful (anonymous) benefactors, we 
are able to fully fund 42 show gardens over 
the next three years. It is very exciting.” 

Unlike the usual Chelsea model, in which 
a sponsor appoints a designer to create a garden 
on its behalf, PGB invites designers to conceive 
their own project and then apply for a grant 
to fund it. “Each designer must nominate 
the charity, community interest group or 
educational programme they want to work 
with, and we consider not only the quality of 
their concept but also the likely benefit to their 
charity of any press coverage, and what plans 
are in place for the onward life of the garden 
after the show,” says Rosie. 

“Some of our designers are very well 
established, but we also have talented first-timers 


WORDS JODIE JONES 


such as Charlie Hawkes, who is creating an 
extraordinary garden for Wilderness Foundation 
UK and Pollyanna Wilkinson, who has designed 
an uplifting garden for Mothers for Mothers. 
Getting PGB funding doesn’t guarantee them 
a place at the show, because the RHS has its own 
rigorous selection panel, but once accepted by 
the RHS, we offer mentoring to ensure everyone 
makes the most of the Chelsea platform. It 
really is an example of creative altruism.” 

Rosie is joined on the PGB selection panel 
by Alex Denman, former RHS show manager, 
Mark Fane of Crocus online nursery, and 
renowned garden designer Arne Maynard, whom 
Rosie commissioned to design a show garden for 
Gardens Illustrated back in 2000. “That was a 
wonderful collaboration as well,” she says. “Arne 
worked with Piet Oudolf, and the whole thing 
was done on a shoestring budget and masses of 
goodwill. The fact that it was awarded a Gold 
medal and named Best in Show simply 
underlines what makes Chelsea so special.” 


Applications for 2023 funding are now closed. 
Project Giving Back will be inviting applications 
for 2024 funding in September 2022. 


THE 2022 CHELSEA 
GARDENS SUPPORTED BY 
PROJECT GIVING BACK 


¢ Alder Hey Urban Foraging Station 
Howard and Hugh Miller 

* The Core Arts Front Garden 
Revolution (1) Andy Smith-Williams 

¢ Hands Off Mangrove by 
Grow2Know Tayshan Hayden-Smith 
and Danny Clarke 

* The Mind Garden Andy Sturgeon 

* The Mothers for Mothers 
Garden -— ‘This Too Shall Pass’ (2) 
Pollyanna Wilkinson 

¢ New Blue Peter Garden — Discover 
Soil Juliet Sargeant 

¢ The RAF Benevolent Fund Garden 
John Everiss 

¢ The RNLI Garden Chris Beardshaw 

¢ A Rewilding Britain Landscape 
Lulu Urquhart and Adam Hunt 

¢ St Mungo’s Putting Down Roots 
Garden (3) Darryl Moore 

¢ A Textile Garden for Fashion 
Revolution Lottie Delamain 

* The Wilderness Foundation UK 
Garden (4) Charlie Hawkes 
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Garden Inspiration 


agriframes.co.uk | 0117 934 1790 


Garden Structures - Fruit Cages - Plant Supports - Kitchen Garden - Outdoor Living 


Our New Garden Tool Collection 
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Generation of 

British Bulldog Tools bred 
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& Manufacturing 
bloodlines. 


> 
t. 


Transformation ~ a4 
\? 7\ 


LIGHT WEIGHT LIFETIME EASY CLEAN 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW What to look out for 


AROUND THE SHOW 


ATI CHELSEA 2022 


Beyond the show gardens, there's always plenty to see at Chelsea, and we've 
picked some of the best products, plants and exhibits to look out for 


Peter Beales Roses (1) is launching two 
new roses at Chelsea, including Rosa Rachel’s 
Joy (= “BEAquick’), named in memory of 
a former director of the company, Rachel 
Flood. With peachy-pink flowers, similar to 
those of a peony, Rachel’s Joy has a subtle 
fragrance as it opens, and the flowers are set 
against mid-green foliage. classicroses.co.uk 
Sculptor Jack Eagen (2) has created 
a standalone sculpture Dancers for Richard 
Miers’ show garden, The Perennial Garden 
‘With Love; which aims to raise awareness 
of the help and support the garden charity 
provides to those working in and retired 
from horticulture. Jack is also producing, 
limited-edition, scaled-down models of the 
sculpture to raise money for Perennial. These 
will be for sale from Perennial’s website and 
its trade stand at the show along with 
products from design studios A Blackbird 
Sang and Charlotte Hogg Studio created to 
complement the garden. perennial.org.uk 
Dalefoot Composts (3) has teamed up 
with the Eden Project to highlight the 
importance of protecting peatlands in the 
UK. As part of an immersive display in the 
Great Pavilion’s Discovery Zone, visitors 
will learn more about the importance of 
peat and peatlands to the climate. Alongside, 
a bountiful display of planting, grown in 
peat-free compost by Gold medal-winning 
Pennard Plants, will illustrate what gardeners 
can achieve by switching to peat-free 
gardening. dalefootcomposts.co.uk 
Kitchen Garden Plant Centre makes its 
debut at this year’s Chelsea. The herb and 
edible plant grower’s display will showcase 
how these can be grown in all areas of the 
garden, not just the dry and sunny parts. 
Among its peat-free grown display will be 
alpine strawberries, salad burnet, and Asian 
herbs Houttuynia cordata and Persicaria 
odorata. kitchengardenplantcentre.co.uk 
Decorative glassware designer Emma 
Britton will bring her latest RHS exclusive 
collection to Chelsea. Inspired by the 
Wisteria Walk at RHS Garden Wisley, the 
RHS Wisteria Collection depicts tumbling 
blooms etched on to glassware, including 
wine glasses, carafes and vases. All are 
decorated and hand finished at Emma’s 
studio in Derbyshire and will be available to 
buy from the RHS. emmabritton.net 


David Harber (4) will be unveiling his 
latest sculpture, Bite IT, at Chelsea. Crafted 
by hand out of patinated copper and 
polished stainless steel at David’s rural 
Oxfordshire workshop, it features a 
mirrored vortex that reflects and distorts 
its surroundings. davidharber.co.uk 

The popular houseplant studios, 
introduced in 2021, are returning to 
Chelsea for a second year. Six houseplant 
specialists have designed individual 
displays for Ranelagh Gardens that aim to 
inspire us all to cultivate our own indoor 
jungle. Exeter-based Hutch Houseplants is 
theming its studio, Rewilding, as a walk-in 
terrarium filled with vintage furniture 
almost as though a dining room has been 
reclaimed by tropical plants to return to 
rainforest. hutchhouseplants.co.uk 

The Balcony and Container Garden 
category (5) is also returning for 2022 with 
many first-time designers and exhibitors 
taking part. Among the balcony gardens, 
which will be eligible for judging this year, 
is the Cirrus Garden designed by Jason 
Williams. Known to his many Instagram 
followers as @cloudgardeneruk, Jason is 
creating a garden inspired by what he grew 
on his 18th-floor balcony in Manchester 
throughout lockdown. His garden will use 
a mixture of wildflowers and edibles to 
create an urban sanctuary for wildlife. 
cloudgardeneruk.co.uk 

Bees for Development: Making Life 
Better with Bees exhibit (6) in the Great 
Pavilion’s Discovery Zone is a chance to 
learn about beekeeping methods from 
around the world. Designed by Sarah 
Mihalop, it explores the relationship between 
bees, people, food and the environment and 
showcases the ways in which the charity 
harnesses the power of beekeeping to 
alleviate poverty. beesfordevelopment.org 

Furniture and lighting designer 
Tom Raffield (7) is supplying a range of 
hand-crafted furniture, lighting and his 
stylish Morvah Ceiling Hanging Planters 
to furnish the interior of the Fairmont 
Windsor Park Treehouse, on the Blue 
Forest trade stand. After the show, the 
treehouse will become part of the luxury 
accommodation offered by spa hotel 
Fairmont Windsor Park. blueforest.com 


MAY 2022 GARDENSILLUSTRATED.COM 109 


- 
« 


ALL THE TIME! S= 


IAA 


\\LNL iLL 
Wa 


PLUS FREE DELIVERY on al 


Specialists in Fire Pit Sets * Daybeds * Sun Loungers « Dining Sets * Corner Sofa Sets » And much more. 


Shop online at sf 
NOVA or in our new Gardenman pla vee at 


OUTDOOR LIVING 
22 Suffolk Rd, Lowestoft NR32 1DZ 
i mazeratian Tel: 0333 2008 333 * Open 7 days a week 


accoya 0) 


Approved manufacturer 


Minimise your impact on the environment 


Pus 


I oe to optimise your growing space and built to last a generation. 

Our combination of painted Accoya, the timber industry leader in 
sustainability and performance, with a maintenance-free aluminium roof, 
gives peace of mind on all fronts. 


www.whitecottage.co.uk 01 ZIOYSS826 into@whitecottage.co.uk 
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LOFTY IDEAS 


Anew type of vertical greening has been 


iain in in in in tn ns a 


proposed by architect Selim Vural of Vural 
Studios for a New York skyscraper. Vural’s 
Lilly design would cover the facade of an 
energy-efficient apartment building known 
as a passive tower on the edge of Bryant 
Park, Manhattan, with an insulating curtain 
of Asiatic lilies. These would colour the 
building in shades of red, yellow and orange 
while the flowers are in bloom and return it 


to green for the rest of the year. The planting 


system, which would be irrigated by 
rainwater and grey water from the building, 
would be made from lightweight concrete 
beds supported by a steel frame. Vural’s 
choice of Asiatic lilies is based on his 
experience of the lilies thriving on his 
Brooklyn rooftop for the past 15 years. 
studiovural.com/lilly-passive-tower 


Design 


News and sourcebook 


——_ 


an SMe 


2 


SA 


EEEEESEEEt 


We 


v3 
| 


1] A Je py aaa “OD 


Ne ) S COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


1) ARTS CENTRE, HOLYHEAD 


Planning permission has been granted to create new extensions and a garden 
designed by Robert Myer Associates for a leading Welsh arts centre on Anglesey. The 
contemporary extensions to the Ucheldre Centre, which is housed in a former convent 
chapel in Holyhead, have been designed by De Matos Ryan Architects and will provide 
separate dance and art studios that look out on to the garden. The garden will provide 
a series of naturalistic planted spaces that include a sculpture garden outside the café, 
a garden of wellbeing with a raised vegetable bed, and an orchard garden furnished 
with beehives and bird boxes. robertmyers-associates.co.uk 


(2) SUSSEX WINE ESTATE GARDENS 


Biodiverse gardens, designed by Andy Sturgeon Design, which surround the tasting 
rooms of Ridgeview Wine Estate in East Sussex, are due to open this summer. The 
new landscape includes three pavilions, with views over the vines, which are framed by 
a native hedge. A series of multi-stem hawthorns, and clipped domes of yew and 
beech, which emerge from plantings of native grasses, ferns and perennials such as 
foxgloves and red campions, anchor the pavilion gardens into their setting at the edge 


of a woodland. andysturgeon.com 
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3) BUILDING WITH 
NATURE AWARD 


Ascheme to transform an underused 
space in Glasgow that was prone 
to flooding has won a Building with 
Nature National Award for Scottish 
Landscape Architecture studio 
RaeburnFarquharBowen at the 
Landscape Institute’s 2021 awards. 
The retrofit around two high-rise 
apartment blocks creates play 
spaces, community gardens, 
food-growing areas and swales 
that will collect rainwater from the 
downpipes of each tower block. 
Green-roofed bike shelters also 
help to capture rainwater and 
provide additional wildlife habitats. 
raeburnfarquharbowen.com 


(4) NORFOLK HOSPICE 


Construction has begun on a new 


hospice close to the Norfolk and 
Norwich University Hospital, which 
will be surrounded by landscaped 
grounds designed by James 
Alexander-Sinclair. Each inpatient 
room at the Priscilla Bacon Lodge 
hospice will have its own private 
garden, with some giving on to the 
wider landscape, a grassy expanse 
studded with trees and criss-crossed 
with winding paths that encircle an 
informal pond. Other rooms will face 
the formal gardens, which will include 
arose arbour, a herb garden anda 
water feature. Another £2.5 million is 
needed to complete the landscaping. 
priscillabaconhospice.org.uk 


5) ROCHDALE TOWN 
HALL SQUARE 


Landscape architect Gillespies has 
designed a new public square to 
complement the Grade I-listed 
Rochdale Town Hall, which is 
currently being restored. The design 
features lawned areas with plants 
and trees that will boost biodiversity 
and create an events space in front 
of the town hall. Paving, inscribed 
with images that reflect the town’s 
heritage, including the Lancashire 
rose, will bisect the lawns and 
connect the cenotaph and 
memorial gardens with the town hall 
entrance. The town hall and the new 
landscaping are expected to open to 
the public in 2023. gillespies.co.uk 
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DESIGN 


6)21ST SERPENTINE 
PAVILION 


This year's Serpentine Pavilion, 
Black Chapel, has been designed by 
Theaster Gates, visual arts professor 
at the University of Chicago. The 
temporary summer structure, 
created with architectural support 
from Adjaye Associates, will be open 
on the gallery's lawns in Kensington 
Gardens from 10 June to 16 October. 
Inspired by the pottery kilns of Stoke- 
on-Trent, and made mainly from 
sustainably sourced timber, the 
structure is bathed in light from 

a circular opening in the roof. A bell, 
from a former church in Chicago, will 
signal the start of live performances. 
serpentinegalleries.org 
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Perfect for 
your garden 


Whatever 


the Sige 


Maintenance free structures 
designed to suit your space 
requirements and lifestyle 


Our attention to detail is evident 
no matter how large or small the project 


www.eriffinglasshouses.com 
onrcalll wis omO1962,7725 12 


Garden Planters | Obelisks | Water Butts | Window Boxes 


01905 778351 | www.arthurjack.co.uk | sales@arthurjack.co.uk 


Traditional Victoriafcast iron garden cloches, 
handcrafted at @ur workshop in Bath. 


2-2 fe, a 
www.clavertoncloches.con 


07521 467371 | enquiries@clavertoncloches.com 


DESIGN 
SOURCEBOOK 


Pergolas and gazebos 


Define your dining and seating areas, as well as creating structure and shade 


COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


fey. 


RETRACTABLE AWNING IN THE ROUND ADJUSTABLE PANELS 
Southwold Traditional Pergola, 3m x 3m, Gothic Gazebo, 1.5m to 3.6m, Sliding Roof Gazebo, 2.8m x 2.8m, 
£3,495, Harrod Horticultural, from £431, Agriframes, £749, Hillier, 
0333 400 1500, harrodhorticultural.com 0117 934 1790, agriframes.co.uk 01794 369075, hillier.co.uk 


HEAVY DUTY REMOVEABLE CANOPY DURABLE DESIGN 
Atlas Open Chunky Gazebo, 4m x 3m, Kettler Panalsol Pagoda Gazebo, 2.9m x 2.9m, Ecru Fabric and Aluminium Garden Pergola, 3m x 3m, 
£2,669.99, Dunster House, £599, John Lewis, £605.50, Maisons du Monde, 
01234 819405, dunsterhouse.co.uk 0345 610 0336, johnlewis.com 0808 234 2172, maisonsdumonde.com 
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DAY BED LED LIGHTING SLATTED SIDES 
Swinging Day Bed with Cedar Roof, PergoSTET Pergola, 3m x 3m, Zest Knutsford Pavilion, 2.8m x 2.8m 
£POA, Sitting Spiritually, £3,499, Harbour Lifestyle, £1,119.99, One Garden, 
01297 443084, sittingspiritually.co.uk 01223 626006, harbourlifestyle.co.uk 0333 1211011, onegarden.co.uk 
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sarah*s 
raven 


20% OFF SARAH RAVEN'S 
ENTIRE RANGE 

Inspired by Sheila Jack's white 

garden this issue? Use this 20% 
discount to buy Sarah Raven's White 
Sparkle Collection, featuring scented 
Gladiolus murielae, delicate Oenothera 
lindheimeri and pretty Lobelia erinus. 


Go to sarahraven.com and use 
2 code GI22MAYX at checkout 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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Brittany Ferries 


SAVE UP TO 7% ON 
FERRY TRAVEL 

Book a crossing to France or Spain 
with Brittany Ferries and you can 
enjoy 5% off. You can also book 
one of its Sail & Stay holidays to 
France, Portugal or Spain and claim 
a 7% discount. 


Visit brittanyferries.com/ 
gardensillustrated or call 0330 173 
2549 and quote 621591 


ches friend. 


5% OFF YOUR FINGHES 
FRIEND ORDER 

Protect wild birds in your garden with 
Finches Friend's clever bird feeders. 
The easy-to-clean feed chambers 
mean you can Safely feed wild birds 
and reduce the risk of diseases such 
as trichomonosis. 


Go to finchesfriend.co.uk and use 
code YD2JI6L at checkout to claim 
your 5% discount 


A FREE INTRODUCTORY 
CASE OF CRAFT BEER 

Grab your first case of ten beers 

for free from Beer52. Each case is 
carefully curated by their experts. 
By claiming this case you'll join 
Beer52’s monthly beer club — pause 
or cancel any time. 


Head to beer52.com/GI22 
to claim your free introductory 
case of craft beer 


Fhe 


5% OFF ALL HORNBY 
HOBBIES BRANDS 

Hornby, Scalextric, Airfix and Corgi 
are household names that are 
renowned for bringing joy to children 
and adults alike across the world. 
You can claim 5% off products from 
all these brands. 


Visit uk.hornby.com, uk.scalextric. 
com, uk.corgi.com or uk.airfix.com 
and use code GARDENS5 


30 GARDEN-READY 
GERANIUMS FOR £16.99 


These Jackpot Mixed’ geraniums 
produce masses of colourful blooms 
on compact plants, making them 
perfect for filling beds, borders and 
patio containers. Garden-ready 
plants are selected for performance 
and come straight from the nursery. 


Go to thompson-morgan.com/ 
TM_Gl2 or call 0844 573 1818 and 
quote TMGI2 


PERFECT PLANTS FOR 
STYLISH POTS 


Thompson & Morgan shares five 
more plants for creating container 
displays in your garden. 


Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’ — 
a compact shrub providing colour 
and interest all year round. 


Agapanthus Twister — agapanthus 
thrives in pots, and this cultivar has 
pretty two-tone flowers. 


Callistemon viminalis Hot Pink — 
frothy blooms in a vibrant shade. 


Lavatera x clementii 
‘Barnsley Baby’ — its 
soft pink flowers are 
loved by bees. 


Alstroemeria 
Summer Breeze 
— lush foliage with 
pretty orange- 
yellow flowers, 
blooming for five 
months of the year. 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 


— CHELSEA — 


Bete neo ee a te ee he | 


_ January - March 2023 
~~ Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 

Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 
an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 
homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 
students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 
(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), !0.30am—3.! 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 
ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 
September 2022 — beg July 2023 
Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 

regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 
(1 day a week (Tues), 10.30am—3.1! 5pm, over three terms) 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

Wednesday & Thursday 20, 21,27, 28 April 2022 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent at the 
Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in Rosemary 
Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and the garden nearby, where Ben is in charge. 
Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance tasks will be 
discussed.A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 


Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 
hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 
book, with projects submitted to us. (1-3 years to complete and individual assessment) 


CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 


. - 4 / 


. » 


TRADITIONAL WORKWEAR FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


carriercompany.co.uk +44 (0)1328 820699 


- 
es 
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Garden of Medicinal Plants — Chelsea Physic Garden 


Photo: R Alexander 


Not sure which Diploma course is for you? 
We prefer potential students to attend an 
Information Session when Rosemary explains 
the whole course content and you can see our 
facilities at the historic Chelsea Physic Garden. 
JUST CONTACT US TO SET UPA DATE/TIME 


www.englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Email: info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7352 4347 


Long established as the leader in all design 
and gardening tuition and based at the 
unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


GHT BODY 


KIM LI 


DOWNTOOLS 


Book reviews, the crossword, reader offer, competition and a gardener’s weekend in... 


Discover how to bring some 
zing to late spring in Benjamin 
Pope’s What to Sow, Grow and 

Do, reviewed on page 125. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


@/RHS 


RHS ROSES: AN 
INSPIRATIONAL GUIDE TO 
CHOOSING AND GROWING 
THE BEST ROSES 

by Michael Marriott 


Dorling Kindersley, £24.99 
ISBN 978-0241543894 


Roses are versatile shrubs and Michael Marriott’s 


brilliant practical guide demonstrates how to use 


them to their best effect. 


Reviewer Matthew Reese is head gardener at Malverleys. 


Michael Marriott, one of the 
world’s leading rosarians and 
for 35 years an integral part 
of David Austin Roses, has 
produced a sound and very 
practical guide for gardeners 
in this book. It’s a far cry from 
the more traditional rose 
encyclopaedias where roses are 
catalogued according to their 
parentage or classification — a 
fine method for the rosarian, 
but not always the most 
convenient approach for the 
gardener. Here instead we have 
an easy-to-follow introduction 
to roses with comprehensive 
information on how they might 
best be used in the garden. 
The book is divided up into 
five main chapters, with each 
chapter divided again into 


smaller, bite-sized subchapters. 


The introductory chapter 
briefly outlines the history of 
the rose and discusses scent. 
The next chapter, titled “Rose 
inspiration, advises on how to 
use the plants, be it in a rose 
garden, mixed border or even 
as a hedge. Under the heading 
‘Growing up and over’ there 
are individual paragraphs on 


walls, arches, pergolas, 

obelisks and trees that describe 
in detail many good ideas on 
how roses might be used to 
adorn these structures. There 
are chapters on rose types and 
also cultivation, but it is the 
penultimate chapter called 

the ‘Rose selector’ that will 
appeal to many. 

Here roses are profiled as 
to how they might be used in 
the garden with interesting 
descriptions and photographs. 
Among the potential growing 
situations included in this 
section are roses for the front 
of the border, containers, tight 
spaces and wild areas, and 
those that are ideal for cutting. 

This is the sort of practical 
information that gardeners 
want, and RHS Roses has it 
in spades. It’s beautifully 
illustrated throughout, 
well presented, and is written 
in an easy-to-follow style. 

I would recommend this 
book to both professional 
and amateur gardeners, as 
it is an inspirational and 
accessible guide for growing 
roses in the garden. 
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Borde Hill eredarr 


A Pjant Hiinter’s Paradise 


BORDE HILL GARDEN: 
A PLANT HUNTER’S 
PARADISE 

by Vanessa Berridge 


Merrell, £40 
ISBN 978-1858946900 


Thoroughly researched and exquisitely illustrated, 


this impressive book combines a history and tour 


of one of the finest gardens in West Sussex. 


Reviewer Claire Masset is a freelance garden writer. 


If you've never visited Borde 
Hill Garden, this book will 
make you want to. For one, 

the photographs by John Glover 
are superb, atmospherically 
conveying the garden’s changing 
moods and astonishing 
horticultural variety. 

Visually stunning it may be, 
but this book is more than your 
standard coffee-table fare. “To 
the visitor today, Borde Hill 
offers, quite simply, the world in 
one garden, writes author 
Vanessa Berridge. A bold claim, 
but she goes on to show just 
how and why this is so. 

The book is divided into two 
parts. The first is an in-depth 
history of Borde Hill from its 
Elizabethan origins to the 
present day. Accompanying the 
text are family portraits, old 
views of the house and garden, 
collection items, letters and 
plant lists. Re-telling history 
without sounding dry or 
academic is a difficult task, but 
Berridge — an accomplished 
writer and researcher — does 
so with ease and elegance. 

The second, longer part of 
the book offers a tour of the 


garden. Berridge describes all 
15 of the garden areas — from 
the Old Rhododendron 
Garden and the famous 

Rose Garden to smaller 
gems, such as the jungle-like 
Round Dell and dreamy 
Paradise Walk. Here too 
Berridge shows great skill, 
weaving botanical information 
with historical fact and her own 
evocative descriptions. 

Of particular interest are the 
garden's recent enhancements 
and additions, which current 
owners Andrewjohn and Eleni 
Stephenson Clarke have made 
since the late 1980s. We learn 
how the couple have turned 
Borde Hill into ‘a garden for 
all seasons’ with new creations 
from leading contemporary 
designers such as Chris 
Beardshaw and Noel Kingsbury. 

Like the main text, captions 
are well crafted, and there is 
additional information on 
historical Borde Hill plants, 
plus a list of champion trees 
and a useful timeline. Berridge 
has left no stone unturned and 
produced, together with 
Glover, a magnificent book. 
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To find out more about our individual Greenhouses Residential garden design specialists from 
or to discuss a project contact: concept to completion. We create vibrant dynamic 


outdoor spaces that augment family life. 
www.wggrace.co.uk or telephone 01647 252995 


T: 01257 460 461 E: studio@epdlandscape.co.uk www.epdilandscape.co.uk 


Poddy 
& Black 


Natural Rubber Garden Shoes 


Garden Antiques 


Fabulously floral, seriously comfortable, 
www.jsgardens.co.uk totally waterproof 


01905 381679 / 07930 57688 1 


www.poddyandblack.com 


Est. 1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 
FS Garden Artefacts 


Made in England 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel. 01773 550495 


Holmes Chapel Road, 
Over Peover, Knutsford, 
Cheshire. WA16 9RA 


Telephone: 0800 046 7443 
sales@chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk 


Chrysanthemums 
Direct 


See our spectacular display of 
Chrysanthemums, at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 
on stand GPE 212. 


We will have a good range of plants available 
for you to buy at the Show. 


Or, if you can’t get to the show, browse our 
full catalogue online now, where we also 
have Chelsea Special Collections to purchase. 
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GARDEN TRAILERS & GRASS CARE 


SCH manufacture a vast selection of robust trailers, carts and 
grass care systems, all sized specifically for gardens. 


G SC TE “y Contact us today for a FREE brochure 
4 featuring over 200 British products, or 
visit our website to find out more. 


11473 328272 » SALES@SCHSUPPLIES.CO.UK * WWW.SCHSUPPLIES.CO.UK 


— 
English Garden Supplies 


American Made * English Style 
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Mt 
Finally, For The Passionate American Gardener 
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EnglishGardenSupplies.com 


CUT FLOWERS: BLOOM 
GARDENER’S GUIDE 
by Celestina Robertson 


Frances Lincoln, £12.99 
ISBN 978-0711269958 


A delightful manual on the ethics and practicalities 


of growing, harvesting and arranging your own 


beautiful cut flowers year round. 


Reviewer Rae Spencer-Jones is a garden writer and RHS books publisher. 


Cut Flowers is an almost 
pocket-sized title that contains a 
surprising amount of hard- 
working information. It begins 
by setting the context for why 
we should grow our own cut 
flowers. Spotlighting the 
mass-market flower industry, 
grower Celestina Robertson 
highlights the use of chemicals, 
carbon emissions, which are 
greater in flowers grown in 
European glasshouses than 
those flown over from Africa, 
and questionable employee 
welfare practices. 

The good news is that 
communities of small-scale 
growers are increasing. The 
‘slow flower movement, which 
operates on similar principles to 
the ‘slow food movement’ of 
social and environmental 
Justice, is happily on the rise. 

Beyond industry ethics, Cut 
Flowers delivers the promise of 
its lengthy subtitle with advice 
on how to prepare the ground, 
sow seed, nurture, harvest and 
fill your vases. There is much to 
know and Robertson packs it in. 

First, not all cut flowers are 
made equal. The ability to 


remain hydrated is crucial 
(avoid pear blossom and elder) 
and steer clear of plants that 
suffer from ‘shattering’ (a 
sudden drop of petals). There is 
also guidance on growing for 
floral design, how much to grow 
and colour schemes. 

Then there is the nitty-gritty 
of planning your space. If it is 
tiny, use one good-sized pot or 
grow climbers. If it is shady, 
choose from the list of shade- 
loving plants. Robertson 
delivers sustainable practices 
of horticulture — create no-dig 
beds and use water-saving drip 
irrigation. A seasonal plant 
catalogue with lovely evocative 
photography provides tips for 
each plant on when to cut, 
vase life and how to dry. Finally, 
readers learn how to care, 
condition and arrange their 
flowers — recipes are provided 
for inspiration. 

If you care about the 
provenance of the products you 
buy, and the benefits of 
sustainable and ethical practices, 
or you're a novice grower who 
wants to know more, then Cut 
Flowers is the book for you. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Simple seasonal ideas 
for small outdoor spaces 
with just five plants 


GROW 5: SIMPLE SEASONAL 


RECIPES FOR SMALL 


OUTDOOR SPACES WITH 
JUST FIVE PLANTS 


by Lucy Bellamy 


Mitchell Beazley, £22 
ISBN 978-1784727611 


A beautiful book for small-space growing 


that shows how to use a limited palette of 


carefully selected plants for maximum impact. 


Reviewer Louise Curley is a freelance garden and nature writer. 


We've all been in a garden 
centre, nursery or at a plant fair 
surrounded by a plethora of 
plants at their peak and felt like 
a child in a sweet shop. The 
choice can be overwhelming, 
and the result is often some 
rather random purchases, which 
once you've got them home you 
realise you don’t know what to 
do with them. 

If youd like your planting to 
look more considered rather 
than a horticultural hotchpotch, 
then Grow 5 will guide you 
through the process of 
combining plants, whether it’s 
using a particular theme, such as 
a wildflower meadow, ancient 
woodland or winter seedheads, 
or a colour scheme. Aimed at 
those with a small urban space, 
like author Bellamy’s own 
Bristol back garden, the simple 
but clever idea is that each of the 
52 projects spanning the 
gardening year uses a selection 
of only five different plants. 

Why five plants? Nature was 
Bellamy’s inspiration. “Think of 
a woodland floor in early spring 
woven with celandine, wood 
anemone, primroses, sweet 


violets and grasses or mixed 
moorland grasses with harebells 
and orchids — all repeating 
palettes of just a few plants. By 
focusing on just five plants it’s 
easier to see the interaction of 
different forms, textures and 
colours, and see why certain 
plants work well together. 

Each of the 52 ‘recipes’ has a 
an ‘ingredients’ list and a guide 
on how to create the look, with 
brief details about each plant, 
alternative suggestions, and —a 
nice addition — the wildlife they 
will benefit. Several recipes from 
different seasons could be used 
to create a succession of interest 
throughout the year, allowing 
readers to build up their own 
planting plans. 

Some details about plant 
hardiness — some wouldn't 
survive winter in my Yorkshire 
garden — and what to do with 
plants in containers when 
they’ve outgrown their confines 
would have been helpful. But 
the enticing photographs by 
Jason Ingram and interesting 
plant groupings make this a 
pleasing book that will give you 
plant-combining confidence. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


TODD LONGSTAFFE-GOWAN 


English Garden 
Eccentrics 


ENGLISH GARDEN ECCENTRICS: 
THREE HUNDRED YEARS OF 
EXTRAORDINARY GROVES, 
BURROWINGS, MOUNTAINS 
AND MENAGERIES 

by Todd Longstaffe-Gowan 


Yale University Press, £30 
ISBN 978-1913107260 


An entertaining account of eccentric garden 


makers who created intensely personal gardens 


between the early 17th and 20th centuries. 


Reviewer Advolly Richmond is a researcher in garden history. 


Who would you bequeath your 
gold pheasants, blue macaw and 
‘other feathered prisoners’ to? A 
dilemma faced by Lady Reade 
whose ‘avian zeal’ and 
remarkable garden made her a 
reluctant celebrity. In English 
Garden Eccentrics, landscape 
architect and historian Todd 
Longstaffe-Gowan introduces 
the reader to a cast of 
unconventional characters with 
their individual passions and 
yes, their obsessions. 

The author delights us with 
the surprising tales behind the 
20 or so individuals who from 
the early 17th century through 
to the beginning of the 20th 
century fashioned a range of 
unusual gardens. In many cases 
their endeavours were born out 
of personal misfortune, 
afflictions, scandals and 
undisguised curiosity. 

I was acquainted with some 
of the stories, but the attention 
to detail and remarkable images 
brought a new perspective to 
familiar accounts. The vivid 
contemporary visitor accounts 
brought the people, gardens and 
their idiosyncrasies to life. 


Each vignette explores a 
garden and their designers. We 
are introduced to people driven 
by many emotions, the ‘Mole 
Duke’ at Harcourt House and 
his compulsive excavation of 
garden tunnels in search of 
privacy. At Elvaston Castle, 
Charles Stanhope, 4th Earl of 
Harrington, was besotted with 
his young bride, and created 
a shrine to their undying love 
through a series of romantic but 
extraordinary gardens full of 
incredible topiary. The curious 
beauty of the gardens remained 
a secret until his death. 

The stories are amusing, at 
times tinged with sadness but 
always informative and very 
entertaining. Each chapter is 
to be savoured, because these 
gardens ‘functioned as a form 
of biography’ with each 
personality revealing themselves 
through their creativity. The 
poignant current status of each 
site in the conclusion confirms 
the obvious transience of their 
creations, which were so 
lovingly curated. I loved this 
book; I want to invite them 
all to take tea with me. 
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LOTUSLAND 

Edited by the board and 
staff of Lotusland and 
written with the assistance 
of Clinton Smith. Foreword 
by Marc Appleton 


Rizzoli, £42.50 
ISBN 978-0847869893 


A sumptuous visual celebration of a Californian 


garden that ts a quirkily designed yet botanically 


serious one-of-a-kind, eccentric space. 


Reviewer Tim Richardson is a garden writer and critic. 


It’s easy to dismiss a garden 
such as Lotusland as being 
merely quirky or eccentric 
(Nikki de Sant Phalle’s Tarot 
Garden in Italy also springs 
to mind in this light). But 
as this sumptuous celebration 
book shows, it’s most 
certainly possible to blend 
an idiosyncratic — if not 
downright kooky — vision 
with proper botanical intent. 
That is the story of Ganna 
Walska’s garden in California’s 
Montecito Heights. Always 
known as ‘Madame; in 1941 
the sometime opera singer and 
pioneer yoga enthusiast sunk 
all her hopes (and funds) into a 
37-acre garden of succulents, 
cacti, aloes, ferns and cycads. 
Lotusland was conceived as a 
series of fantastical episodes 
featuring a smorgasbord of 
giant clamshells, chunks of 
coloured glass and statuary, 
and a style that wanders freely 
from ancient Japanese to 
classical Italian to Spanish 
vernacular. If it sounds like 
a car crash, it isn’t — because the 
mature plants hold everything 
together wonderfully well. 


A roster of professional 
botanists collaborated with 
Walska on the planting, 
and the result is a garden 
of some 35,000 named 
specimens that still attracts 
specialists. A visit truly is 
a unique experience, and if 
Madame’s sixth and final 
marriage did not survive the 
experiment, then the garden 
at least has continued to 
burgeon since it was opened 
to the public in 1993. 

This book has the feel of 
an official publication, and 
accordingly Lisa Romerein’s 
sensitive photographs 
foreground the garden’s 
‘serious’ side, with less 
emphasis on the more 
idiosyncratic design elements. 

If we lose a little of the 
‘quirk in the process, the 
plants — and especially the 
mineral landscape in which 
they are set — are brought 
to life in close-up and 
large-format photographic 
spreads. This is very much 
a picture book, but the 
texts, though brief, are 
concisely informative. 
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More new releases, focusing on shade-loving plants, the lost art 
of pressing flowers and miniature flower arrangements. 


THE GROVE: A NATURE ODYSSEY 
IN 191/72 FRONT GARDENS 

by Ben Dark, Mitchell Beazley, 
£14.95, ISBN 978-1784727383 

The writer and head gardener 


Frances lindoln eee GROVE muses on 20 plants, including 


ISBN 978-0711269934 i ieiuctiean privet, hollyhocks and wisteria, 
ah a Gardens observed in the front gardens 


of asuburban street. 


THE LITTLE FLOWER RECIPE 
BOOK by Jill Rizzo, Artisan Books, 
advice on monthly tasks and timely checklists. 2 £4 PEC 2 SI SEIN STF Nese NSS 
ee Easy-to-follow seasonal guides to 
¥ miniature flower arrangements, 
such as a thimbleful of pansies or 
a teacup of delphinium, phlox and 
Chinese forget-me-not, from an 
acclaimed US florist. 


WHAT TO SOW, GROW 
AND DO: A SEASONAL 
GARDEN GUIDE 

by Benjamin Pope 


A thoughtful and inspiring book on how to create a 
thriving, beautiful and productive garden, including 


RECIPE BOOK 


Reviewer Aaron Bertelsen is a vegetable gardener and author. 


With this, his first book, 


a seasonal arrangement, 


Benjamin Pope has pulled off foraging for delicacies such 

the neat trick of appealing to as elderflowers to make cordial, Evatt: Fea ee =~TREETOP HIDEWAYS: 

beginner and more experienced _ or preserving the precious Sh s+" ~=TREEHOUSES FOR ADULTS 
gardeners alike. No matter how traditions that connect us to the - by Philip Jodidio, Rizzoli, £32.50, 
many years you have had your rhythms of the wider natural : ISBN 978-0847869619 

hands in the soil, it is always world. While I cannot say for 4 ate A tour of extraordinary tree 
good to be reminded not only sure that I will be singing to my GSS = structures around the world, 

of the right way to tackle fruit trees, I may well recreate FOR ADULTS 


from a house among tree 


essential tasks such as pruning 
and propagation, but also of the 
importance of observing what is 
going on around you. As the 
author quite rightly says, one of 
the best things about gardening 
is that you never stop learning. 
Season by season, we are 
guided through the process 
of planning, preparing and 
managing the garden. As 
a visual person, I found 
the extremely clear pictures 
accompanying Pope’s 
explanations very useful. For 
each stage of the year, he picks 
out an interesting selection of 
trees, shrubs and plants that will 
be at their best, and provides 
a handy list of seasonal tasks. 
But he also goes further, 
encouraging us to really 
embrace and celebrate the 
season, whether by creating 


the part of the wassailing 
ceremony that involves raising 
a glass to their good health. 
I will also be following Pope’s 
excellent advice on supporting 
bird life by providing food 
and water and materials for 
nesting — something I am keen 
to do in my own new garden. 
This is a thoughtful and 
inspiring book by an author 
who truly understands — and 
values — the work involved in 
creating a garden, but also 
recognises the importance of 
stepping back and appreciating 
the moments of beauty that 
make the effort worthwhile. It’s 
often said that gardening is good 
for mind, body and soul. With 
this book, Pope proves that 
point, and his own credentials 
with some glimpses of the 
glorious garden where he works. 


trunks in Norway to a pod 
of ‘art villas’ in Costa Rica. 


SHADE by Susanna Grant, 
Frances Lincoln, £12.99, 

ISBN 978-0711269569 

A comprehensive handbook 
from the Bloom Gardener's 
Guide series that encourages 
gardeners to make the most 
of those areas of their gardens 
that don’t get much sun. 


THE MODERN FLOWER PRESS 
by Melissa Richardson and 

Amy Fielding, William Collins, £30, 
ISBN 978-0008447366 

The florists behind JamJar 
Flowers share their modern take 
on the lost art of pressing flowers, 
with advice on how to prepare, 
press and display them. 
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Curated by garden designer Annie Guilfoyle and horticulturalist Noel Kingsbury, Garden Masterclass is a place where gardeners, 
designers and landscape architects come together to learn and to share their experience and knowledge. Our audience and our 

tutors are truly global, with tutors including some of the world’s leading and most innovative people in our field. We organise live 
events, online talks and webinars, plus a membership scheme with discounts for online lectures and selected garden retailers 


For full details and booking please go to 


SUPPORTED BY 
or email gardenmasterclass@gmail.com AL igi - 2 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


Crossword 
iii i208 TARSION 
fe |} 


You can buy printed 
issues of the magazine 
published up to six 
issues ago at 
buysubscriptions.com 
or see below 

for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 


Save money 
when you 
subscribe to 
the digital 
edition — 
see page 22 


GARDENS GARDENS 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


03330 162114 +44 1604 973722 


32 Alternative name for cos lettuce — 
disturbs moraine (7) 


ACROSS 
1 Genus of plant with feathery flower 
plumes — it’s able to vary (7) 


5 Petal-like leaves eg the red ones of DOWN 

poinsettia (6) 2 African violet genus — possibly a : 

9 Harry and David __,RHS Chelsea Asian tulip? (11) GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Gold winners and TV’s Garden 3 Genus of spring starflower plants — I Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 


3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 


SINGLE ISSUES 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 


SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
CIUK £4.79 per copy [FIUK £5.99 per copy 
MIEU £5.59 per copy LIEU £6.99 per copy 
O)Rest of world +£6.39 per copy (Rest of world £7.99 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

[JUK £849 each [LIUK £9.99 each 

CIEU £9.45 each CJEU £10.50 each 

(JRest of world £10.80 each [JRest of world £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


Rescue stars (4) 
10 Apply eg manure — get in the habit! (5) 4 A newly sprouted leaf or blossom (3) 
11 Small wild apple you might findin 5 A culinary herb, genus Ocimum (5) 
the sea? (4) 6 Blue-flowering plant of borage family 
12 Grass-cutting device (8) — found in ranch, US, amazingly (7) 

14 Pink-purple tulip, named after 7 Plant grown for its refreshing qualities 
a French art museum (6) might precede rose (3) 

16 Nepeta cataria plant, intoxicates 8 Common name for Acanthus... 
felines? Somehow, ain't PC (6) Bruin’s trousers (5,8) 

17 Brag to me about... citrus-smelling 13 Tree in Acer genus: its leaf is 

plant, aka bee balm (8) emblematic of Canada (5) 

19 Family of jasmine and privet etc... 15 Genus of the purple bell vine — no 


hope, in arrangement (7) 


21 Term applied to dahlias with small 
globular flowerheads (6) 

23 Plant of Impatiens genus — basal 
deformity at start of May (6) 

25 Genus of honeywort plants — the 
nicer sort! (8) 

26 A year-round lamb’s lettuce... 


‘Panache’? (4) dahlia — ‘Slogan’? (5) . 
28 General direction — to care about 27 A late-cropping raspberry — heavenly SVETEL: PELE s 
rambler, initially (5) sign! (3) 


30 Genus of common rue (4) 


18 Some muscari, perhaps... more 
mature (5) 

20 Perennial “Bluestar’ — so a main 
arrangement (7) 

22 Genus of aromatic herb 17 across — 
a random mixture (7) 

24 An orange-flowering, dinner-plate 


29 Aptly named series of a double- 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


(JI enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 


Our Media Ltd for £ 


CJ! would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa [J Mastercard [J 


OOUU OOOO OOOO OOOO 


Expiry date LJ L] LJ [| Issue no. (if shown) LC] LC] 


YOUR DETAILS 


some sole ‘ace’ aeonium (8) hot orchid, anyway (11) 


31 Root vegetable in Solanum genus, flowering petunia (3) Title Forename 

but if in Ipomoea genus it’s sweet (6) SUG 
Ad d [ESS pny tena ey eh See Nn eps ea oy 

* Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the June issue Bee eS te SEY re 
Post/Zip code 


SOLUTIONS TO APRIL'S CROSSWORD DE ices 
Email address 

ACROSS 8 Hare’s tail 10 Lapel 11 Split 12 Gages 13 Tow 14 Lychnis 16 Trailer 18 Storm 
20 Aim 22 Aster 24 Pinetum 26/29 Leopard lily 28 Nil 30 Three 31 Amigo 33 Salvo 


34 Cardamine. 


Subscriber number (if applicable) 


DOWN 1 Physalis 2 Aril 3 Fargesia 4 Blight 5 Clusiana 6 Spit 9/7 Satin flower 15 Crown ee 
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17 Lutea 19 Mutation 21 Mulberry 23 Red rose 24 Pinks 25 Myrica 27 O'Hara 32 Ixia. ' Gardens Illustrated (published by Our Media Limited) would like to send you updates, special offers 

» _andpromotions by email. Youcan unsubscribe at any time. 

: 
' 
' 
' 
' 
‘ 
' 
' 


We wouldalso like to keep in touch by post and telephone about other relevant offers and promotions from 
our publisher Our Media Limited. If you'd rather not be contacted this way please tick here post phone i 
For more information about how to change the way we contact you, and how we hold your 

personal information, please see our privacy policy, which can be viewed online at 
policies.immediate.co.uk/privacy 
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APPEAL OF TEXTURAL 
INTERIORS THIS SPRING 


x 
BRAND 


NcW LOUK: 


LAN ISSUE 


Discover the new Mollie and be inspired to live a 
creative life. Find the joy in making and create 

a beautiful home with your own hands. Tour the 
world’s most creative homes and find interiors 
styling tips, DIYs and must-buys to create your 
own gorgeous rooms. Release your creativity with 
14 modern trend-led projects in every issue from 
influential designers and makers. Save 83% on 
magazine shop price and try your first 3 issues 
of Mollie for just £3! 


DISCOVER interior, crafting, homeware, 
and fashion trends 


TRY easy-to-follow creative projects to 
transform your home 


ENJOY old favourites like sewing, knitting and 
crochet plus explore your creativity through 
embroidery, art, macramé and more 


TOUR the world’s most creative homes for 
interiors styling tips and easy DIYs 


CRAFT with a conscience - top tips to repair, 
re-wear, upcycle and refashion 


COLLECT your essential companion for curated 
homeware, fashion buys and craft products 


ORDER NOW 


ONLINE WWW.BUYSUBSCRIPTIONS.COM/MMHA143 
CALL NOW ON 03330 162 148 AND QUOTE CODE MMHA143 


* UK Calls from landlines will cost up to 9p per minute. Call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute but are included in free call 
packages. Lines are open 9am-5pm Monday to Friday.* This introductory 3 issues for £3 trial offer is available for UK residents paying by Direct Debit only. You will receive 3 
issues for £3, saving 83% on shop price and continue on a 6 issue Direct Debit of £29.49 thereafter, saving 18% on shop price. Your subscription will start with the next available 
issue, and you will receive 13 issues in a year. Full details of the Direct Debit guarantee are available on request. Prices correct at point of print and subject to change. All savings 
are calculated as a percentage of the Basic Annual Rate of £77.87. We run trial offer to give our customers an opportunity to try a new title before committing to a long-term 
subscription. We reserve the right to reject or cancel any application for a trial subscription if the customer has previously purchased a trial offer for the same magazine or any 
other magazine in the Immediate Media portfolio. Offer ends 31st December 20292. 


CONTENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


READER OFFER 


Save on this selection of white-flowering plants from Worfield Plants* 


OFFER 1: Wondrous White specimen collection 


SAVE 


£27. \aen 


when you 
buy all 3 . - v 


Te V. 


; 
PU 
vy 4 
4 & 
. j : 
é "| Delphinium Percival Group 
Ft 
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Rare, double-flowered 
Agapanthus Doublej—iamond. 


Free-flowering 


with sumptuous black eyes. Echinacea ‘White Meditation’ 


a 


If you've been inspired by our features 
on Sheila Jack's white garden (page 62), 
which shows the impact white-flowering 
plants can bring to a space, or the plant 
profile on versatile Nepeta (page 66), we 
have two perfect plant offers. Worfield 
Plants provides quality plants in larger 
pot sizes, meaning you can get an 
established planting display within one 
season. Save on either individual plants 
or buy as a collection. 


OFFER 1 

Wondrous White specimen collection* 
This selection of white-flowering plants is 
the perfect complement to any summer 
garden. Its subtle tones add an air of 


tranquillity and sophistication to any border. 


We've teamed a classic combination that 
will offer extended flowering times and 

a mix of growth habits and flower 
formations to maximise the interest. 


collection, to include one of each 
cultivar and pay £19.97 (SAVE £27). 
Supplied as established, garden-ready 
3L pots in ten working days. 


OFFER 2 

NEW Nepeta Neptune (= ‘Bokratune’) 
LIMITED STOCKS* 

Ideal for sunny borders or planted in its 
own specimen pot, this excellent recent 
introduction has won awards for its 
alluring beauty and is noted for its extra- 
large flowers and its compact, bushy 
habit. It will have both you and the local 
bees gravitating towards its extra-large, 
dual-lipped blooms, which appear above 
aromatic foliage. 


Offer options 

¢ 1x Nepeta Neptune — £10.99 

* 4 x Nepeta Neptune — £21.98 
(HALF PRICE) 


HALE 
PRICE 


when you 


buy 4 


Aromatic and beautiful 
Nepeta Neptune. i” 


* Allitems are subject to availability. All orders will 
receive an order acknowledgement via email. Please 
note your contract for supply is Boningale Ltd 
(Worfield Plants is part of the Boningale group). 
Reader offers cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other promotions or discounts. We deliver to most 
UK mainland addresses; however, we regret there are 


Supplied as garden-ready 2L pots in 

Offer options ten working days. 
* 1 x Agapanthus Double Diamond 

(=‘Rfdd’ PBR) — £14.99 (SAVE £5) 


* 1 x Delphinium Percival Group — 


HOW TO ORDER 
* Online at worfieldplants.co.uk/RGI17 


£9.99 (SAVE £3) * By phone Call 01746 3351501 and some exclusions, including Northern Ireland. 
se echinaces White Meditation = quote RGII7. See worflieldplants.co.uk for full T&Cs. *Calls are 
. charged at your normal network access charge. 
£10.99 (SAVE £3) Postage & packing £6.95. Offer available to UK addresses only. Please direct 
Buy plants individually or choose the Offer closes 30 June 2022. any questions to contactus@worfieldplants.co.uk 
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THE GARDENS ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 


CONTAINER GARDENING 


35 planting recipes for beautiful pot displays 


THE GARDENS ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 


Container £On)s% 
5, ardent iS 9.99 


~ es [Thee 
| In this special edition, discover 
colourful flower combinations and 
seasonal planting schemes for pots, 
all designed by leading plantspeople. 


Each simple planting recipe 

features a plant list, steps on 

how to achieve the look, and 
suggestions for stylish planters. 
eT pot You'll also find top tips on container 
growing from the experts, practical 
advice on how to grow your own 
food and cut flowers in pots, and 
inspiration on how to display your 
containers for the best visual impact. 


on your patio 


“Creative ideas to transform your 
wf 


~ 


It’s the perfect guide to brightening up 
your outdoor space, from a compact 


SPECIAL EDITION : 
balcony, small patio or larger garden. 


Order your copy today 


*Price applies to UK orders only. Overseas prices, including postage, are £12.99 for Europe and £13.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 
TUK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed-line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free-minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). 
Outside of inclusive or free-call packages, call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open 8am-6pm, Monday to Friday, and 9am-1pm Saturday. 


READER COMPETTTION 


Win a luxury, two-night stay at Lumley Castle with garden visit in County Durham* 


In celebration of late spring, Gardens 
Illustrated is offering readers the chance to 
win a luxury two-night stay at historic Lumley 
Castle. The four-star hotel is ideally located in 
beautiful parklands overlooking the River 
Wear in County Durham and offers the 
opportunity to discover the area's history 
and garden highlights. 

Also included are tickets to Ushaw 
Historic House, Chapels and Gardens, near 
Durham with its 30 acres of beautiful 
parkland, gardens and woodland and its 
historic house and chapels, founded more 
than 200 years ago by Roman Catholic 
refugees from northern France. 

Lumley Castle is a magnificent 
monument to a bygone age of chivalry 
and honour, effortlessly combining old 
and new to create a truly unique and 
memorable travel experience. 

The castle, which became a hotel in 
1976, dates back to the 14th century, when 
it was converted from a manor house by 
Sir Ralph Lumley and it is still owned by 
Sir Ralph’s descendants, with the 13th 
Earl of Scarborough involved in its 
day-to-day running. 

All the beautifully appointed rooms are 
uniquely decorated, perfect for a relaxed 
getaway in a beautiful historic setting and 
provide all the refinements you’ve come to 
expect in a modern hotel room. 
lumleycastle.com; ushaw.org 


COMPETITION PRIZE INCLUDES 

* A two-night stay for two people at Lumley 
Castle in a luxury room, including full 
English breakfast each morning. 

* A £30-allowance per person for one dinner 
in the award-winning Knights Restaurant. 

* Two tickets to Ushaw Historic House, 
Chapels and Gardens. 


HOW TO ENTER 
For your chance to win, answer the 
following question 


The River Wear, which runs through 
County Durham, arises in 

a) The Mendips 

b) The Cheviots 

c) The Pennines 


Visit Ushaw Historic House, 
Chapels and Gardens as part 
of your stay at Lumley Castle. 


‘ Lumley Castle Hotel, dating from 1389. 


A Courtyard Superior [Core 


Enter online at gardensillustrated.com/ 
Lumleycomp 

Closing date 11.59pm, 23 May 2022. 
Terms and conditions apply* 


£189 per room for two nights staying ina 
Superior Courtyard or Castle Rooms with full 
English breakfast each morning (evening 
meal not included in package). Lumley Castle 
is a dog-friendly hotelt. For more details or to 
book, please call 0191 389 111, quoting 
Gardens Illustrated. For further information, 
please visit lumleycastle.com 


SPECIAL READER OFFER** 
All readers can save 50% on an indulgent stay 
at Lumley Castle with our special offer, paying 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Full terms and conditions can be found at gardensillustrated.com/lumleycomp. Entrants must be UK residents, aged 18 or over. 
*Competition prize is based on two sharing a double/twin Courtyard or Castle Superior room, valid for six months from the 
nomination of the winner, excluding Christmas, New Year, Easter and Bank Holidays and subject to availability of allocated room. 
We reserve the right to offer reasonable alternatives if necessary. Both the winner and guest must be over 18. **Offer based on 
two sharing a twin/double standard room, valid Sunday Thursday until 30 September 2022 excluding Bank Holiday weekends 
and subject to availability. Advance purchase with free cancellation up until 48 hours prior to arrival. Room upgrades available 
from £25 per night. tPets are allowed in courtyard rooms only, subject to availability and are only allowed in allocated areas. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring 


inspiration 


From beautiful craftsmanship to handmade 
pots and practical accessories, we can help to 
make your spring garden special 


HENCHMAN 


A Henchman Tripod ladder is 
designed for uneven terrain, 
with fully adjustable legs, claw 
feet, a wide platform rung for 
extra stability, a high rail guard 
so you can work hands free. Free 
gardening gloves for GI readers; 
apply code G422 in basket. 


03333 444229 
henchman.co.uk 


RUTH MOILLIET 
SCULPTURE 


Ruth Moilliet produces highly 
finished sculptures inspired 

by the plant kingdom. Choose 
from an existing portfolio or 
commission your own bespoke 
piece. An ideal addition to 

any garden or indoor setting, 
regardless of size and created to 
meet your requirements. 


sculpture@ruthmoilliet.com 
ruthmoilliet.com 


ONGLEY-SNOOK 
DESIGNS 


Stainless steel, stained-glass 
pieces and fused-glass lollipops 
all designed specifically for the 
garden. They look great in the 
snow too. All handmade for you 
on the Sussex coast. 


07989 074641 
karen.ongleysnook@gmail.com 
ongley-snookdesigns.com 


SUSAN ENTWISTLE 


I create my paintings in a 
contemporary, pointillist style to 
capture the vibrancy and essence of 
beautiful gardens and landscapes. 
Visit susanentwistle.com to view 
my original art, limited edition 
prints, velvet cushions and 
greeting cards. 


0115 937 5705 
susanentwistle.com 


HICKS AND BROWN 


Inspiring British style. 
Timeless hats to complement 
a town and country lifestyle. 
View our collection at 
hicksandbrown.com. Visit us 
at RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 
Stand No EA433. 


01284 598005 
sales@hicksandbrown.com 
hicksandbrown.com 


DEVENICK DESIGNS 


‘Hagrid’ the Royal Stag garden 
sculpture is part of our Thinimals” 
collection. Standing at 1.7m tall, 
this contemporary design captures 
the bold stature of this solitary 
animal. Made in steel, the sculpture 
is suited to formal or informal 
styles of garden. Visit our website 
to view our beautiful designs or 
contact us for more information. 


07720 841394 
devenickdesigns.co.uk 


BACKDOORSHOES 


Time to put a spring in 

your step with a pair of 
lightweight, waterproof, durable 
Backdoorshoes! Perfect footwear 
to slip on/off and nip outdoors to 
tend to the garden, walk the dog 
and even put out the bins... 

We are delighted to be back at 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
this year; do come and say hello 
if you are going, Stand 456! 


01202 232357 
backdoorshoes.co.uk 


To advertise email mica.enwright@ourmedia.co.uk M d rket D | ee 
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FIND YOUR PERFECT SPACE! 
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Hand-built from high grade timber by Yorkshire craftsmen, Tiger garden 
buildings are the quality space you need. Easy to assemble, in a wide range 
of sizes - all with Tiger’s market leading 20 Year Guarantee. 


JANET MAN Ef 


~*~ , Janet Mavec's whimsical designs are impeccable in both craftsmanship and 
¥ detail. Her collection of everyday, wearable jewellry, plucked directly from 


nature, pays homage to the beauty and diversity found in her garden, Bird Haven 
Farm. Made of 18kt gold plated brass. Visit the website to see the full range of 
jewellry. Shipped world wide. For 20% Gl reader discount, use code GI20. 
www.janetmavec.com 


Aquaplancton 7 
Voted Home and Garden “Product of the Year” (#" 
Pond before Pond after 


f ® 
Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae, green : 20 YEAR GUARANTEE 
water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged filters, for over 30 years. People iger 
re-order time and time again which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy. : ; 
: : 4 FREE BROCHURE 


www.aquaplancton.co.uk 
Tel: 01298 214003 


*20 Year Guarantee against general timber rot and decay. Conditions apply: see tigersheds.com 


onderland. 


boutique.con 


Pure Silk Scarf - various designs 


The Cleft Wood Company Traditional Cleft Oak Fencing and Gates. 
Hand made from English oak for gardens large and small. 


a et & ~ ae ae 
‘ cation and pladeing Designia e www.cleftwood.com enquiries @cleftwood.com Tel: 07813 760763 


www. roryglanville.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring gardens to visit 


As spring begins, make time to visit this collection of glorious gardens 


EMMETTS GARDEN NATIONAL TRUST 

Head to Emmetts Garden this summer for the 15th International Garden 
Photographer of the Year exhibition, running 13 May to 13 July 2022. See a selection 
of beautiful garden and nature photographs including inaugural categories, “The 
World of Fungi’ and the ‘Inspiring Emmetts’ special award. Free entry (NAA). 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 6BA | 01732 868381 | emmetts@nationaltrust.org.uk 


SISSINGHURST CASTLE GARDEN NATIONAL TRUST 
Sissinghurst Castle Garden is hosting various new experiences this year: 
join us for morning garden tours, a glass of sparkling in the evening sun, or see 
Sissinghurst through the eyes of our head gardener and collections manager 
Visit our website: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sissinghurst-castle-garden. 

Nr Cranbrook, Kent TN17 2AB | sissinghurst@nationaltrust.org.uk 


= 


WINDSOR GREAT PARK 

This haven of beautifully designed gardens and woodland combines both 
traditional and contemporary styles, with royal connections throughout. From 
May, Spring Wood boasts bold displays of rhododendrons and azaleas. Bridging the 
gap in to summer are colourful lilies and Japanese maples in The Hidden Gardens. 


Englefield Green, Surrey TW20 0UJ | windsorgreatpark.co.uk 


ll 1 2 


WATERPERRY GARDENS 

The gardens are ablaze with colour over the longer spring days. Leading 
the way are lupins and roses followed by delphiniums within the spectacular 
200-foot-long purely herbaceous border. Waterperry Gardens - a place to 
explore, relax and shop in beautiful surroundings all year round. 
Nr Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1LA | 01844 339254 | waterperrygardens.co.uk 


GLAMIS CASTLE 

Situated in heart of Angus, Glamis Castle is renowned for its rich history. 
The castle offers guided tours where visitors can explore the fascinating 1,000- 
year history, while the gardens have an array of outdoor spaces including The 
Italian Garden, Nature Trail, Walled Garden and the atmospheric Macbeth Trail. 


Angus, Scotland DD8 1RJ | 01307 840393 | glamis-castle.co.uk 


HOLKHAM 

Holkham is home to one of the best walled gardens in the country. Dating back 
to the 18th century, the six acres showcase the recently renovated Samuel Wyatt 
Vinery and Thomas Messenger Glasshouse. During late spring and early summer 
youll find the garden’s themed ‘squares’ bursting with colour, scent and wonder. 


Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk NR23 1AB | 01328 713111 | holkham.co.uk 


~ if \ ‘ 'y 
DYFFRYN GARDENS NATIONAL TRUST 
Step into spring at Dyffryn Gardens. As new life continues to blossom, 
explore the horticultural highlights of the season and newly reopened areas of 
the grounds. From the Arboretum, to the formal gardens, to the tropical Glass 


House we have something for everyone at Dyffryn Gardens. 
Vale of Glamorgan CF5 6FZ | nationaltrust.org.uk/dyffryn-gardens 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Something is stirring in Dublin! Spectacular private gardens are 
flourishing. The 14 most celebrated invite you to explore. Expert plantspeople. 
Extensive botanical collections. Rich in design and art. Large demesnes and 
urban gems. A warm welcome awaits you. 


+353 (0)87 972 4271 | dublingardens.com | dublingardengroup@gmail.com 


THE YORKSHIRE ARBORETUM 

The Yorkshire Arboretum offers 120 acres of peace and tranquillity in the 
heart of North Yorkshire. Experience exceptional natural beauty, a botanically 
diverse tree collection, sweeping vistas and wildflower meadows. Just 30 
minutes from York, it’s yours to explore! 
Castle Howard, York YO60 7BY | 01653 648598 | yorkshirearboretum.org 


l KINGSTON BAGPUIZE HOUSE 


The garden and parkland of this lovely family home will be open on 
selected dates from May to September. On Sunday 29 May the Rare Plant Fair 
takes place. Please see website for all details. Teas available. 


Nr Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX13 5AX | 01865 820259 | kbhevents.uk 


l HESTERCOMBE GARDENS 

Hestercombe encompasses 50 acres of quintessential Somerset gardens, 
spanning three centuries of garden design. The estate offers a unique combination 
and varied experience of the Georgian Landscape Garden (designed 1750s), the 
Victorian Shrubbery and the Edwardian Formal Gardens (early 1900s). 


Taunton, Somerset TA2 8LG | 01823 413923 | hestercombe.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


BLUEBELL 
ARBORETUM 
& NURSERY 


Specialists in hardy trees, shrubs and 
climbers including a huge selection of 
unusual species and cultivars. 
Informative website and a reliable 

mail-order service is available. 


Nursery guide 


Get inspired for the spring season with 
the best plant and bulb suppliers 


bluebellnursery.com 
01530 413700 


BEETHAM 
NURSERIES 


Award-winning, family-run plant 
nursery in Cumbria, specialising in 
herbaceous perennials and plants for 
over 30 years. We pride ourselves on 
our expert knowledge, friendly staff 
and our passion for plants. 


THE PLACE 
FOR PLANTS 


Traditional plant centre located in 
Victorian walled garden with 
adjoining 20-acre garden/arboretum. 
Stocked with trees, shrubs, roses, 
herbaceous, climbers, conifers, herbs 
etc. Café and shop. East Bergholt 
Place, Suffolk CO7 6UP. 
placeforplants.co.uk 
01206 299224 


beethamnurseries.co.uk 
01539 563630 


OLD COURT 
NURSERIES 


Specialist family-run nursery and 
garden open Wednesday to Saturday, 
1lam-5pm from April. Catalogue 
available on request. Order now for 
May delivery of Michaelmas daisies 


ASHWOOD 
NURSERIES 


An independent nursery situated in 
the West Midlands offering many 
home-grown beautiful plants. 
Open seven days a week. Mainland 


UK mail-order service available. 
and more. : 
ashwoodnurseries.com 
autumnasters.co.uk 
01684 540416 


01384 401996 


MEADOWGATE 
NURSERY 


A family-run, independent nursery, 
specialising in ornamental grasses. 
Over ten years’ experience in growing 

a diverse range of grasses. We offer 
tailored advice on the use and care of 
the grasses we sell. 


STOTTS 
NURSERY 


Small, family-run nursery set in 
Chiltern Hills woodland, 
specialising in hardy annuals, 
herbaceous perennials, shrubs, 
climbers and trees. We have display 
borders for inspiration and only use 


peat-free compost. 
meadowgatenursery.co.uk 


07736 523262 


stottsnursery.co.uk 
07542 718307 


BUNKERS HILL 
PLANT NURSERY 


A small family-run plant nursery 
near Woodstock, Oxfordshire with an 
old-fashioned feel and traditional 
values. Our staff have a wide range of 
horticultural knowledge and we offer 
a huge selection of top-quality plants 
including rare and unusual varieties. 
bunkershillgardenshop.co.uk 
01869 331492 


EDULIS 
NURSERY 


The nursery grows a large range of 
different ferns and shade-loving 
plants. Many suitable for dry shade. 
There is also a range of our signature 
rare and unusual edible plants. The 
nursery is open for visits now. 
edulis.co.uk 
07802 812781 
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« Meet the couple bringing cut-flower colour to the old 
walled garden at Stokesay Court in Shropshire 


- Naturalistic planting combines with pleached trees and 
smart hard landscaping in a small Suffolk garden 


- Jane Brockbank’s design for an urban family 
garden featuring meadow-style planting 


« How Tom Stuart-Smith is breathing new life into 
Joseph Paxton’s Rock Garden at Chatsworth 
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ON SALE 24 MAY 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 22. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury's and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 


gardens with 5 
drama and impact 
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Howto spend a gardener’s weekend in... 


The Lake District 


England's largest National Park is best known for its fells, lakes and hiking trails, but with 
several outstanding gardens, shops and eateries, it also offers more sedate pleasures 


Insider 
tips 

Best breakfast or 
lunch Yew 

Tree Barn 

Best village for 
gastronomy 
Cartmel 

Best bluebells 
Rusland Valley 
Best plant 
nursery 

Abi & Tom's 
Garden Plants 
Best farm shop 
Low Sizergh Barn 


Despite its quantity of visitors, there 

is astillness to the Lake District that 
prevails, at least at dawn and dusk. 
Writing from Dove Cottage on 17 May, 
1800, Dorothy Wordsworth noted: 
‘Grasmere was very solemn in the last 
glimpse of twilight; it calls home the 
heart to quietness’ The meditative 
pull of water, mountains and woods 

is now more valued than ever. 


English pastoral 

Miss Wordsworth was a keen 
gardener, and the steep bit of land 
behind Dove Cottage, which she 
shared with her brother William, was 
a microcosm of the wider landscape. 
Recently restored (and renamed 
Wordsworth Grasmere), the cottage 
is an essential stop, as is Beatrix 


Potter's farmhouse at Hill Top. Both 
give some insight into traditional life 
and the importance of this area as 

a managed landscape, dominated 

by sheep farming (as described in 
James Rebanks' best-selling English 
Pastoral). Another visionary, John 
Ruskin, made his final home and 
garden at Brantwood, on the shores 
of Coniston Water, accessible by boat. 
Near the east shore of Windermere, 
Blackwell is a notable Arts and Crafts 
house, while Rydal Hall boasts 
a1/th-century viewing platform over 
a waterfall, fondly called the Grot. 


Excursions and provisions 
The landscape between Coniston 
Water (including Ruskin'’s house) 

and the southwestern shores of 
Windermere makes excellent walking. 
In May, the restored and newly 


138 GARDENSILLUSTRATED.COM MAY 2022 


Levens Hall: 


created trails of Rusland Valley 

lead through acres of undisturbed 
bluebells in traditionally managed 
woodland. Further south, the Arnside 
and Silverdale Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty is the place for 
wildflower and butterfly spotting. 
Levens Hall is justly famous for its 
18th-century topiaries, but it also 

has a deer park that was laid out at 
the same time. Another feature, for 
hungry walkers, is the Kitchen café, 
(and the Goat Shed for takeaways). 
Amid the formal splendour of Holker 
Hall and its park, good food also 
awaits, with a click-and-collect service 
for the best local produce (A Day’s 
Walk), as well as Holker’s own food 
hall and Courtyard Café. 


Grand tour 

Somewhat further north, the Lowther 
estate has turned its ruined castle 
into the focal point for gardens that 
are slowly yet dramatically evolving. 
Benefitting from a 20-year landscape 
masterplan by Dan Pearson, the 
latest addition at Lowther Castle 


Lowther Castle. 


is a Sleeping Beauty-inspired rose 
garden. Morecambe Bay, back in 
the southern part of Cumbria, has a 
microclimate that allows the growing 
of exotics at Yewbarrow, giving it an 
adventurous outlook, including its 
trial beds, olive grove, Italian garden 
and more. Nearby, the Grange Plant 
Centre is one of two locations for 
Abi & Tom’s Garden Plants, this one 
specialising in pot displays as well as 
a wide selection of the home-grown 
hardy herbaceous perennials for 
which they are known — and which 
can be appreciated in designed 

beds at their headquarters, Halecat 
Nursery, on the Witherslack Estate. 


Inglefield Speciality Plants. 


Dry goods and perishables. 
To the northwest of Kemble, Inglefield 
Speciality Plants comes generously 
recommended by Tom Attwood of Abi 
& Tom's. The Speciality is partly about 
scale and impact, with large specimen 
plants and trees, outsized containers 
and statuary. Yew Tree Barn takes 
this a step further with upscale 
garden reclamation (as well as quality 
food at Harry’s Café Bar). Nearby 
Cartmel is known for its independent 
shops with a leaning towards food, 
while Armstrong Ward, off the high 
street in Kendal, requires extra time 
for browsing. Notable food is never far 
away; stop at Kendal’s inspiring deli, 
Baba Ganoush. On the road south 
towards Levens Hall, the National 
Trust offers more walking, nature- 
watching, and an immaculate castle 
at Sizergh, while nearby Low Sizergh 
Barn is a dream of a farm shop and 
dairy, specialising in raw milk. 


RAMSAY 


SARAH TULLIS / INGLEFIELD PLANTS 
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Virginia, 


Visit t us at the RHS Flower Shows 2022 


RHS Chelsea Flower Show 24'-28" May | RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival 4‘*-9* July | RHS Flower Show Tatton Park 20-24" July 


Discover the secret of Hartley Botanic by calling UK - 0800 783 8083 or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 


USA - 781 933 1993 or visit www.hartley-botanic.com a 
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